“NOW TO HIM WHO BY THE POWER OF GOD AT WORK WITHIN US IS ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH
ABUNDANTLY FAR MORE THAN ALL WE CAN ASK OR IMAGINE…”
— Ephesians 3:20
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, celebrated a 77% increase in new students for the
fall of 2017. While 71 new students enrolled in September 2016, 126 new students enrolled in
September 2017. This was made possible by increasing student aid opportunities and
empowering faculty members, trustees and administrators to personally recommend candidates
for a $5,000 grant toward tuition. United experienced God’s provision, trusting what God said
through St. Paul: “[God] is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine” (Ephesians 3:20).
Many of the seminary’s new students are current pastors who want to become more effective
leaders for the Church through a Doctor of Ministry degree. United’s Doctor of Ministry program
has 170 students enrolled this year from 29 states, 2 non-US countries and 27 Christian
denominations. The average number of doctoral students in all Association of Theological
Schools (ATS) is 60 students, making United one of the largest Doctor of Ministry programs among
ATS member schools.
The Doctor of Ministry program provides academic rigor, peer group support, spiritual growth
and practical application. Pastors identify a need within their community and, with the support
of a peer group, mentor and United faculty, they develop a model of ministry that will resolve
the challenge in their congregations or communities.
Rev. Rudy Rasmus, pastor of the 9,000-member St. John's United Methodist Church in downtown
Houston is a current doctoral student, who says he has been both challenged and supported in
the DMin program.
“The program is rigorous,” Rev. Rasmus says. “It is contextual, it is intentional and the professors
and staff are at the top of the form.”
United also has 212 students enrolled in the Master of Divinity degree program who usually seek
to serve as pastors in local congregations. 88% of entering students are ordained or seeking
ordination to serve a local congregation compared to 56% in other ATS member schools.
United also provides a two-year Master of Arts in Christian Ministries degree, which many persons
serving as Directors of Christian Education or other local church positions pursue.
United provides flexible course options: 90% of students take at least one course online, and
courses are also available as traditional on-campus courses, week-long on-campus intensive
classes and virtual courses that meet simultaneously on campus and in the cloud via webcast.
If you are interested in pursuing further seminary education, contact United’s Office of
Admissions at admissions@united.edu or call 800-322-5817.
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