
ANNUAL REPORT FROM GARRETT-EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
 
In 2017-2018, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary focused on the following priorities: 

• Responsive and Relevant Theological Education: Respond to the educational and professional 
development needs of prospective students, alums, clergy, and laity by providing relevant theological 
education in a variety of formats and investing in our competent and diverse faculty. 

• Inclusivity in Our Relationships: Ensure we are equitable, just, and inclusive in our relationships with 
the variety of diversity we encounter (e.g., racial, cultural, sexual orientation) within both our seminary 
and local communities. 

• Ensuring a Vibrant Future: Establish a vibrant future by investing in employees, instituting new policies 
and procedures, caring for the earth, and generating gifts to sustain the seminary for generations to 
come. 

 
RESPONSIVE AND RELEVANT THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 
Scholarships Available for Fall 2018 
Continuing the seminary’s commitment to reducing student debt and addressing the financial needs of students 
seeking a theological education, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary has an additional 25 full-tuition 
scholarships available for individuals applying for admission as a full-time student in Fall 2018. For more 
information, please visit www.garrett.edu/news. 
 
Two New Master of Arts Degrees 
Master of Arts in Public Ministry 
In Fall 2018, Garrett-Evangelical will accept students into the newly formed Master of Arts in Public Ministry 
program. Students in this program aspire to fulfill their Christian vocations to love God and serve neighbor 
through public ministries of advocacy, organizing, and justice-making in collaboration with other communities of 
faith and conscience. In particular, this program equips laity serving in community, social, or justice-oriented 
organizations who seek to enhance their public work by engaging with theological education and formation.  
Concentrations tracks are available in Ecological Regeneration, Racial Justice, or Child Advocacy.  
 
Master of Arts in Spiritual Formation and Direction 
Through rigorous academics paired with profound spiritual formation, the Master of Arts in Spiritual Formation 
and Direction is designed to provide you with advanced training in the spiritual and devotional practices that 
lead to both personal and communal growth. Graduates of this program aspire to fulfill their Christian vocation 
to love and serve God and neighbor through the task of spiritual direction and companionship. Most of the 
courses in the Spiritual Direction concentration include a spiritual direction module, which – when successfully 
completed – leads to a certificate in spiritual direction. Those skills may be used in a direction setting, but they 
may also inform and enhance your approach to leadership, preaching, teaching, and pastoral counseling.  
 
Connectional Learning 
Connectional Learning is the name for Garrett-Evangelical’s new take on continuing education.  We seek to 
create education and training suited to your unique professional, vocational, and spiritual needs. Our new suite 
of offerings enables you to choose the programming that fits best for your physical location, ability to travel, 
learning preferences, time, and budget.  We saw tremendous growth in this area with an increase in the number 
and type of programs we offered online, on campus, and regionally.  We are actively preparing our Fall 2018 
offerings to announce them at our Annual Conference visits.  
 
Upcoming programs that may be of interest to you are a community organizing workshop held in Chicago on 
June 18-22, 2018.  In Fall 2018, we will launch our online “Financial Management for Churches and Nonprofits” 
course for clergy to attend with a lay leader.  Registration opens in late spring/early summer.  This course was 
designed as part of our Lilly Endowment grant, “Leading Vibrant Congregations: A Collaboration of Faith and 
Finance.”  To learn more about our offerings and stay up to date on future programs, please visit: 
www.garrett.edu/connectional-learning.  
 
Faculty Scholarship 
Our faculty has been busy.  In 2017, faculty members wrote 12 books and numerous chapters in book, articles, 
and blog posts.  Here are four faculty publications that may be of interest to you: 



• Brooks, Gennifer Benjamin. Bible Sisters: A Year of Devotions with the Women of the Bible. Nashville, 
TN: Abingdon Press, 2017. 

• Papandrea, James L. From Star Wars to Superman: Christ Figures in Science Fiction and Superhero Films. 
Manchester, New Hampshire: Sophia Institute Press, 2017. 

• Teasdale, Mark R. Go!: How to Become a Great Commission Church. Nashville, TN: Wesley's Foundery 
Books, 2017. 

• Tran, Mai-Anh Le. Reset the Heart: Unlearning Violence, Relearning Hope. Nashville: Abingdon 
Press, 2017. 

 
INCLUSIVITY IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS 
Since the launch of our strategic plan in 2015, we have been working to pay greater attention to race, 
diversity, and inclusivity in our community.  This work began with a Racial Equity and Diversity Inclusion Audit.  
We have been working through the results of the audit to inform changes we need to make in our community.  
One of our major initiatives this year is to create a community statement that names, celebrates, and affirms the 
variety of persons we encounter as well as challenges the seminary with specific goals to fulfill its commitment to 
grow and serve all persons equally and justly.  We plan to have this statement vetted by our faculty, staff, 
students, and trustees this spring and will publish it on our website following the Board of Trustees approval in 
May.  As we develop this statement, we are continuing to offer training opportunities and encourage lectures 
and discussions on race, diversity, and inclusion. 
 
ENSURING A VIBRANT FUTURE 
Hope for Creation and Green Seminary Certification Program  
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary is committed to addressing the urgent environmental crises facing the 
world’s peoples today and to promoting the just and wise care of God’s creation for the flourishing of all. This 
commitment is rooted in an affirmation of God’s love for the world, an embrace of our human vocation to be 
faithful stewards of the good earth, and an active hope in God’s promise to establish justice and righteousness 
throughout the land.   
 
We are in the midst of integrating sustainable practices and ecological awareness as a participant in the Green 
Seminary Initiative (GSI) for the Seminary Environmental Certification Program. A three-year program, this 
certification will assist Garrett-Evangelical as it integrates care for creation into areas of education and spiritual 
formation; liturgy, ritual, and worship; building and grounds management; community life; and public 
leadership.  
 
Thank you for your continued interest in our work. We are grateful to serve The United Methodist Church and 
the church at large. For more information about Garrett-Evangelical, I encourage you to visit our website, 
www.garrett.edu, or visit us on campus. 
 
Cordially, 
 
Lallene J. Rector, President 
 
ABOUT US 
Garrett-Evangelical is the result of the interweaving of three institutions: 

• Garrett Biblical Institute, the first Methodist seminary in the Midwest, was established in 1853 by some 
of the same church people who founded Northwestern University.  

• Chicago Training School, established in 1885, was an important force for women in ministry and for 
developing service agencies throughout Chicago. Chicago Training School merged with Garrett Biblical 
Institute in 1934. 

• Evangelical Theological Seminary, located in Naperville and founded as a seminary of the Evangelical 
Church (later the Evangelical United Brethren) in 1873, joined with Garrett Theological Seminary in 
1974 to form Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

 


