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ORDERING OF MINISTRY
June 10, 2018  |  9:00 am

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #57 (UMH)
O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and king,
The triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad,
The honors of Thy name.

Jesus! the name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’Tis life, and health, and peace.

Glory to God, and praise and love
Be ever, ever giv’n
By saints below and saints above,
The church in earth and heav’n.
The church in earth and heav’n.

Christ speaks, and, list’ning to God’s voice,
New life the dead receive,
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice,
The humble poor believe.
The humble poor believe.

In Christ, your head, you then shall know, 
Shall feel your sins forgiven; 
Anticipate your heaven below, 
And own that love is heaven.
And own that love is heaven.

CALL TO WORSHIP  Pastor Samuel Fisher
Leader: Creator God, you have molded us into your people.
All:  We wish to be shaped into your image.
Leader: We come from a world of darkness,
All:  Into Christ’s world of light.
Leader: We come from a world of weariness,
All:  Into God’s strength and hope.
Leader: We come from a slumbering world,
All:  Empowered by the Spirit, we come to awaken our souls and  
  become your instruments of grace and power.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE OF PARDON Rev. Enna Antunez
Leader: Holy God, you have called us to be holy, even as you are holy. 
All:  We confess that we have not lived the disciples’ life to which you have called us. 
  We have ignored our pledge to take up the cross and follow in joyful obedience. 
  We have become more conformed to the world than molded and shaped by the  
  hands and mind of Christ. 
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Leader: Forgive our unholiness, our unfaithfulness to you. 
  Empower us to be worthy disciples who follow the teachings  
  of Jesus and are formed in his image. 
  Shape us to be your called-out people, holy and acceptable in your sight. Amen.

  Friends, The Holy One rejoices in our repentance, 
  reshaping us into vessels of love and service. 
	 	 In	the	grace-filled	love	of	Christ,	we	are	forgiven. 
All:  Thanks be to God. Amen.

OPENING HYMN (Sing in unison.) Have Thine Own Way, Lord   #382 (UMH)  
Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the potter; I am the clay. 
Mold me and make me after thy will, 
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Search me and try me, Savior today! 
Wash me just now, Lord, wash me just now,
as in thy presence humbly I bow.

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Wounded and weary, help me I pray!
Power, all power, surely is thine!
Touch me and heal me, Saviour divine!

Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way!
Hold o’er my being absolute sway.
Fill with thy Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in me!

ECUMENICAL GREETING  Bishop Michael Burk 
Southeastern Iowa Synod

    Evangelical Lutheran Church of America

ANTHEM  Fanfare by Paul Dukas, arr. Wayne Barrington Metro Brass Quintet

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED OR ORDAINED
Bishop: Who presents these candidates to be ordained or commissioned?

Conference Lay Leader:
   We have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with our 

prayers and support.

Board of Ordained Ministry Chair: 
   We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline and this 

annual conference of The United Methodist Church. We present them with our prayers and 
support.

Conference Lay Leader & Board of Ordained Ministry Chair:  
  We present these persons as course of study graduates:
   Douglas Amis 
   James Barnett
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   David Barrett 
   Melodee Carstens
   Jeffery McPheron
   Kolleen Queener
   Stephen Ransom
   Jenny Seylar
These persons to be commissioned for the work of an elder: 
   Courtney Dake
   Wendy Musgrave
   Derrick Okine
   Ryan Russell
   Trevor Vaughn
   Benjamin Wedeking

These persons to be ordained as elders:
   Hugo Alejandro Alfaro-Santiz
   Alex Bruening
   Michael Fillmore
   Humberto Gonzalez Santana
   Susan Higdon

(The candidates remain standing)
Bishop:  Those persons who, by God’s grace are to be commissioned or ordained in Christ’s 

holy church are before us. Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them have 
discerned that they are people of sound learning and of Christian character, and possess 
the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a profound commitment to 
serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, we believe them to be duly called to serve God. We ask you, 
people of God, to declare your assent to the commissioning or ordination of these persons. 
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be commissioned or ordained?

All:  We do! Thanks be to God!
Bishop: Will you uphold them in their ministry?
All:  With God’s help, we will!

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION
(All remain seated except the candidates and the Bishop, who stand facing one another. The Bishop examines the candidates.)
Bishop:   Sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to a commissioned or ordained 

ministry.	The	church	now	confirms	your	calling.	As	commissioned	or	ordained	ministers,	
you are to be coworkers with the laity, bishops, deacons, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, 
home missioners, commissioned ministers, local pastors and elders. Remember that you 
are called to serve rather than to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no 
other, to look after the concerns of God above all. So that we may know that you believe 
yourselves to be called by God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you: 

  Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained ministry?
Candidates:  I do so believe.
Bishop:   Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus Christ as 

your Lord and Savior?
Candidates:  I do so believe and confess.
Bishop:   Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all things 

necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and authoritative 
standard for the church’s faith and life?

Candidates:  I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
Bishop:   Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help of the 

Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?
Candidates:  I will, with the help of God.
Bishop: Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
Candidates:  I will, with the help of God.
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Bishop:   Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, to 
participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, justice, and freedom 
for all people?

Candidates:  I will, with the help of God.
Bishop:   Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, accepting its order, liturgy, doctrine, 

and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, and 
committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, and to the Bishop and 
those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates:  I will, with the help of God.
Bishop:   Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the life of 

the order, into which you are ordained, or commissioned? Will you give yourself to God 
through the order in order to sustain and build each other up in prayer, study, worship, and 
service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God.
Bishop:   May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you grace to perform them, 

that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.
ALL:   Amen.

RECOGNITION OF COURSE OF STUDY GRADUATES
(All sit. The persons being recognized for completion of Course of Study come forward, facing the Bishop.)
Bishop:      Sisters and brothers in Christ, these persons have completed the requirements for Course 

of Study. We recognize this milestone in your journey, and celebrate with you in your 
completion of Course of Study; continue in service as a local pastor in the congregation to 
which you are appointed. Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as you 
are able, the Lord being your helper. 

ALL:    Amen.
Bishop:   Conference, I present to you your Course of Study graduates. Let us give thanks!

SCRIPTURE    Isaiah 64:1-9 (CEB) Rev. Danilo Fernandez
If only you would tear open the heavens and come down!
 Mountains would quake before you
	 like	fire	igniting	brushwood	or	making	water	boil.
If you would make your name known to your enemies,
 the nations would tremble in your presence.
When you accomplished wonders beyond all our expectations;
 when you came down, mountains quaked before you.
From ancient times,
 no one has heard,
 no ear has perceived,
 no eye has seen any god but you
 who acts on behalf of those who wait for him![c]
You look after those who gladly do right;
 they will praise you for your ways.[d]
But you were angry when we sinned;
 you hid yourself when we did wrong.[e]
We have all become like the unclean;
 all our righteous deeds are like a menstrual rag.
All of us wither like a leaf;
 our sins, like the wind, carry us away.
No one calls on your name;
     no one bothers to hold on to you,
     for you have hidden yourself from us,
     and have handed us over[f] to our sin.
But now, Lord, you are our father.
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     We are the clay, and you are our potter.
     All of us are the work of your hand.
Don’t	rage	so	fiercely,	Lord;
     don’t hold our sins against us forever,
     but gaze now on your people, all of us: 

SERMON   Your Gloria Lives in You Bishop Laurie Haller

COMMISSIONING PROVISIONAL MEMBERS
(The candidates for commissioning come forward and face the congregation.)
Bishop:	 	By	affirming	the	covenant	of	baptism,	all	members	of	Christ’s	holy	church	pledge	to	serve	

as Christ’s representatives in the world. Christ gave all of us this command: “Ask the 
Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord has 
answered. These sisters and brothers in Christ, know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, 
see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words of 
the prophet: “Here I am; send me.” Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by 
the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in public their desire to live out the covenant 
made at their baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the supervision 
of the Bishop and the guidance of ordained colleagues and by being appointed to share 
as servant leaders in the body of Christ. Today we commission them to service as they 
continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS
(The candidates face the congregation. The Bishop stands behind the candidates and extends her arms over all the candidates.)
Bishop:  God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up these good 

people to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your 
servants, to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen 
their sense of purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry. Empower them, and those 
who will walk with them to guide their ministry, together with all your people, to heal 
the sick, love the outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your 
name’s sake.

(The Bishop stands behind and lays both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate.)
Bishop: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon [NAME].
   Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign of 

God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit.

All:  Amen.

EXAMINATION OF ELDERS
(The Bishop faces the candidates for ordination as elder.)
Bishop:  An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: to preach and 

teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy 
Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead persons to faith in 
Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, order the life of the congregation, counsel 
the troubled, and declare the forgiveness of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience 
to Christ’s mission in the world; to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; and 
to take a responsible place in the government of the Church and in service in and to the 
community. These are the duties of an elder. Do you believe that God has called you to the 
life and work of an elder?

Candidates: I do so believe.
Bishop:  Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the order 

of elders? Will you give yourself to God through the order of elders to sustain and build 
each other up in prayer, study, worship, and service?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God, and the help of all in the order of elders.
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LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDERS
(Elder candidates come forward and, with the Bishop behind them, face the congregation.)
Bishop:	 	As	these	persons	are	ordained	by	the	church	for	the	office	and	work	of	elders	to	which	we	

believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them.

(The Bishop extends her hands over those being ordained.)
Bishop:  We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be priestly people, offering to 

you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd 
and Bishop of our souls. We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death and, 
having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, making 
some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip 
the	saints	for	the	work	of	ministry,	to	build	up	Christ’s	body,	and	to	fulfill	your	gracious	
purpose in the world. Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve 
you in this ministry. Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. 
Enable them to serve without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer 
the	sacraments	of	the	new	covenant,	and	to	offer	with	all	your	people	spiritual	sacrifices	
acceptable to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

(Candidates kneel in front of Bishop and other representatives who are joining in the laying on of hands. The Bishop lays her 
hands on the head of each candidate.)
Bishop:	 	Almighty	God,	pour	upon	[NAME]	the	Holy	Spirit	for	the	office	and	work	of	an	elder	in	

Christ’s holy church.
All:  Amen.
(The candidate immediately lays his/her hands on a Bible as the Bishop lays hands on the hands of the candidate.)
Bishop:  [NAME], take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God, to administer the Holy 

Sacraments and to order the life of the Church; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

All:  Amen. 

HYMN (Sing in unison.) Change My Heart, O God #2152 (TFWS)
Change my heart, O God
Make it ever true 
Change my heart, O God
May I be like You 

Change my heart, O God
Make it ever true 
Change my heart, O God
May I be like You 

You are the potter
I am the clay
Mold me and make me 
This is what I pray 

Change my heart, O God
Make it ever true 
Change my heart, O God
May I be like You

FOOT WASHING
(After removing their shoes and during the song, the newly ordained come to the stage to have their feet washed by the Bishop.)
Leader:  The washing of another’s feet, following the example of Jesus when he washed the feet 

of his disciples, is a symbol of our need for renewed cleansing and forgiveness, made 
possible by the love and grace of God. In Jesus’ footwashing, we see hands of God that 
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always stoop to lift our burdens and cleanse our hearts, empowering us to live freely. 
Through washing another’s feet, we commit ourselves to lives of service, in the spirit of 
Christ, who took on human form, humbling himself in cross-bearing service to others. By 
kneeling and washing, we express the love which serves human needs, both within our 
fellowship and outside this place.

     
OFFERING   Mental Health Reform Rev. Len Eberhart
 
OFFERTORY   I’ll Fly Away, Do Lord arr. Robert Tindle Metro Brass Quintet 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Rev. Dr. Jacqueline K. Thompson
Leader:  God of our lives, you shape us and mold us.
  Dedicate our gifts to Mental Health reform 
  Strengthen us to bear the burdens that are ours. 
  Encourage us to walk into an unknown future.
All: Amen.

COMMUNION The Great Thanksgiving 
Leader:  The Lord be with you.
All:   And also with you.
Leader:  Lift up your hearts.
All:   We lift them up to our God.
Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
All:   It is right to offer our praise and our thanks.
Leader:   It is good to give thanks to you, O God, Holy Shaper of hearts and minds, the One made 

known to Jeremiah in the work of the potter’s hands. You tore open the door of chaos, so 
creation might enter unimpeded. Fresh and glorious wonders were crafted so we might 
live in your joy forever. However, we chose to be doorkeepers for sin, waiting for death to 
appear. Prophets came, so we might see the work of your hands in our midst. We closed 
the door to them, refusing to notice you. So you came down to us, in Jesus, your Child of 
life and love, to save us. So, as those shaped in your image, we join with all creation and 
all the company of heaven to sing your praises:

All:     Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest!

Leader:    Holy One, Shaper of life and grace, You came to be with us in Jesus, showing us the cost 
of being your people. So we take up crosses that are ours to bear, and you stand with us. 
We struggle in despair and poverty. You enrich us with your grace. We are weakened by 
fear.		You	strengthen	us	with	your	hope.	We	think	our	lives	are	empty	but	you	fill	us	with	
everything we need. When Jesus was with his friends, he took the bread, offered a blessing, 
broke it and gave it to them, “This is my body, broken for you.” He also took the cup, 
raised it in a blessing, and shared it with his friends. “This is my life poured out for you and 
for many for forgiveness of sin. As often as you eat the bread and drink the cup remember 
me.” So, as those who take up the cross to follow Christ, we proclaim that mystery which is 
our faith:

All:   Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Leader:   Pour out your Spirit upon us and these gifts prepared for this Feast. In the broken bread, 

may	we	find	the	strength	to	be	your	hope	to	those	in	sadness,	to	be	your	light	to	those	in	
shadows, to be your justice to the oppressed. 
 

	 	 	In	the	cup	may	we	find	the	spirit	to	be	your	healing	to	the	broken,	to	be	your	family	to	the	
lonely, to be your love to those who are ignored. And when all time is ended, gather us 
with our sisters and brothers from every time and every place around the table you have 
prepared for us, as we sing our joyful praises to you, God in Community, Holy in One. 
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   By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with one another, and one in ministry to all 
the	world,	until	Christ	comes	in	final	victory	and	we	feast	at	his	heavenly	banquet.	Through	
your Son Jesus Christ, with Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever.  

All:   Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER     
Bishop:   And now let us join in the prayer Jesus taught to his disciples in whatever language you are 

most comfortable:
ALL:   Our father, who art in heaven,
  Hallowed be thy name.
  Thy kingdom come.
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread.
  And forgive us our trespasses,
  As we forgive those who trespass against us.
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
  Amen.
Bishop:   Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, because we all partake of the 

one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.
   The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ. In the United 

Methodist Church, the door is open to everybody. The table is open to all people. The 
bread	is	ready,	the	cup	is	filled,	the	table	is	set.	Let	all	who	are	hungry	for	the	love	of	God,	
come and be fed. Let all who are thirsty for new life, come and share the cup. Let all who 
desire to follow Jesus, come and join the feast.

SHARING OF BREAD & CUP 

CALL TO MINISTRY      Bishop Laurie Haller

CLOSING DOXOLOGY  #2235 (TFWS)***
Praise	to	God	from	whom	all	miracles	flow;
Praise to God from all creation below.
Praise to God you heavenly hosts from above;
Praise Creator, Son and Spirit of love.
We are praising, praising; we are praising, praising;
Praise Creator, Son and Spirit of love.
We are praising, praising; we are praising, praising;
Praise Creator, Son and Spirit of love.

SENDING
Bishop:     Following worship, all are encouraged to greet and celebrate our newest Course of Study 

graduates, Provisional Elders, and Ordained Elders here in front of the stage. 

   And now, let us go in peace to love God, to serve our neighbor, to make a difference in all 
that we do.

CLOSING SONG  Go Make a Difference  Steve Angrisano
Chorus (2x): 
Go make a difference, we can make a difference 
Go make a difference in the world 
Go make a difference we can make a difference 
Go make a difference in the world
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First Verse: 
We are the salt in the earth, called to let the people see 
The love of God in you and me 
We are the light of the world, not to be hidden, but be seen 
Go make a difference in the world 
 
Chorus: 
Go make a difference, we can make a difference 
Go make a difference in the world 
Go make a difference we can make a difference 
Go make a difference in the world
 
Second Verse: 
We are the hands of Christ, reaching out to those in need 
The face of God for all to see 
We are the spirit of hope, we are the voice of peace. 
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Preacher: Bishop Laurie Haller

Ecumenical Bishop Michael Burk, Southeastern Iowa Synod or the Evangelical Lutheran Church  
Greeting: of America   

Liturgist: Rev. Danilo Fernandez
  Rev. Dr. Jacqueline K. Thompson 
  Rev. Dr. J. Robert Burkhart
  Rev. Len Eberhart 

Metro Brass Quintet:  
  Ryan McNulty - Trumpet
  Ben McCartney - Trumpet
  Joy Lucas - French Horn
  Bradley Harris - Trombone
  Joshua Deutmeyer - Bass Trombone

East Central District Praise Band:
  Simon Campbell – Guitar, Vocals
  Rev. Bobb Barrick – Bass Guitar
  Rev. John Louk – Percussion
  Rev. Rebecca Carver – Percussion, Vocals
  Phil Carver – Keyboard, Vocals

Worship Team:   Sally Barrett, Phil Carver, Rev. Danilo Fernandez, Pastor Sue Ney, Thelma Perry,  
Rev. Hugh Stone, Rev. Dr. David Swinton, Chair; Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Thompson

Doors:    Special thanks to Brandon Haugh at Apex Architectural EPS, who built the doors for 
our worship area; to Damon Spencer who painted the doors; and to Howard Brause 
(of Polk City UMC), who lent his artistic talents to the lettering and the details.

 
***Thomas Ken, Adapted by John Thornburg. Used with permission.




