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Service for the Ordering of Ministry 
Iowa Annual Conference UMC 

Broadway United Methodist Church 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

 
July 25, 2020 

 
The Service of Word and Table for  

the Ordination of an Elder, 

the Commissioning of Provisional Members and Deaconess, 

the Recognition of Transfer of Membership,  
 

 Associate Member, and Course of Study Graduates 
 
 

ENTRANCE 
 
GATHERING 
 
OPENING HYMN * 
(Hymn Suggestions: Lift High the Cross – UMH 159, Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Thee – UMH 89, Gather Us In - TFWS 2236) 
 
GREETING AND PRAYER * 
 
Bishop Laurie greets the people and they respond: 
 
The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
 
We come together to praise God, 
  to hear the Holy Word, 
  and to seek for ourselves and others 
    the power, presence, and direction of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit 
  you gave to your apostles many excellent gifts. 
Give your grace 
  to all servants of your church, 
  that we may with diligence and faithfulness 
  fulfill our various ministries. 
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Grant that we your people may follow where you lead, 
  perfect our ministries, 
  and live in joyful obedience to your will, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
 

RECOGNITION OF COMMON MINISTRY  
AND REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

All Candidates are seated with their families in the sanctuary. 
  
Bishop Laurie, standing near a baptismal font, shell, or vessel of water, begins: 
 
Ministry is the work of God, 
  done by the people of God. 
Through baptism 
  all Christians are made part of the priesthood of all believers, 
  the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the world. 
We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service 
  for the redemption of the human family and the whole of creation. 
 
Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, 
  I call upon all God’s people gathered here: 
 
Bishop Laurie may scoop and pour water from the font, shell, or vessel and say: 
 
Remember you are baptized and be thankful. 
 
We reaffirm our baptism  
  and our common call to ministry. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
All people are seated. 

 
 

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE ORDAINED,  
COMMISSIONED, OR RECOGNIZED 

 
 
Bishop Laurie remains by the font, facing the people.  
 
All but Bishop Laurie and candidates may be seated. 
 
Bishop Laurie: All lay persons who are worshipping with us and online 
streaming, please respond to this question:  
 
Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized? 
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All Laity:  
 
We have recommended them in our local congregations. 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
 
Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry: (Chad Jennings) 
 
We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline 
and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church. 
 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
 
All Elders in Full Connection: (Chad Jennings) All Elders in Full Connection 
who are worshipping with us and online streaming, join us in presenting Elad 
Shapira who is to be ordained as an Elder.  
 
We present Elad Shapira for ordination as elder. 
 
We present him with our prayers and support. 
 
Board of Ordained Ministry (Chad Jennings) 
 
We present Danielle Marie Musselman and Catherine Amanda Stokes for 
commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained ministry as elders. 
 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
 
We present Nathanael Tabelisma for recognition as a member of the Iowa 
Annual Conference by transfer from the Philippines Central Conference.  
 
We present him with our prayers and support. 
 
We present Douglas Lee Amis for Recognition as an Associate Member and Kim 
Annette Dewey, and Steven Glen Swenson for Recognition as Course of Study 
Graduates. 
 
We present them with our prayers and support. 
 
We recognize Rebecca Lazarte Tabelisma as a Deaconess in the Iowa Annual 
Conference by transfer from the Philippines Central Conference. 
 
We present her with our prayers and support. 
 
 
After all the candidates have been presented, they remain standing, and Bishop 
Laurie says: 
 
 



4 

These persons are by God’s grace 
  to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized for set apart ministry  
in Christ’s Holy Church. 
Those authorized by the Church to inquire about them 
  have discerned that they are persons 
  of sound learning and of Christian character, 
  possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, 
  and have demonstrated a profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, they believe them to be duly called to serve God. 
 
We ask you, people of God, 
  to declare your assent 
  to the ordination, commissioning, reception or recognition of these persons. 
 
Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, 
  to be ordained, commissioned, received or recognized? 
 
We do! Thanks be to God! 
 
Will you uphold them in their ministry? 
 
With God’s help, we will. 

 
 

THE GENERAL EXAMINATION 
 
All remain seated except the candidates and Bishop Laurie, who stand facing one 
another. Bishop Laurie examines the candidates for commissioning, ordination, 
and recognition: 
 
My sisters and brothers in Christ, 
  you have been called 
  to an ordained, commissioned, or recognized status in set apart ministry. 
The church now confirms your calling. 
 
As ordained or commissioned ministers and associate members, 
  you are to be coworkers with all the people of God:  
     With laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, 
      provisional members, diaconal ministers,  
      deaconesses, home missioners, supply pastors,  
     with all who serve God in the Church. 
 
Remember you are called 
  to serve rather than to be served, 
  to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, 
  to look after the concerns of God above all. 
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So we may know you believe yourselves 
  to be called by God 
  and that you profess the Christian faith, 
  we ask you: 
 
Do you believe that God has called you 
  to the life and work of ordained or licensed ministry? 
 
I do so believe. 
 
Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
  and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
 
I do so believe and confess. 
 
Are you persuaded 
  that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
  contain all things necessary for salvation  
  through faith in Jesus Christ 
  and are the unique and authoritative standard 
  for the church’s faith and life? 
 
I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 
 
Will you be faithful in prayer, 
  in the study of the Holy Scriptures, 
  and with the help of the Holy Spirit 
  continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?  
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you do your best to pattern your life  
  in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, 
  lead the people of God 
  to faith in Jesus Christ,  
  to participate in the life and work of the community, and  
  to seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you be loyal to The United Methodist Church, 
  accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, 
  defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 
  and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
  and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry? 



6 

 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 
covenant to participate in the life of the order, or membership 
into which you are ordained, commissioned, received or recognized? 
Will you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship 
in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship and service 
under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 
 
I will, with the help of God. 
 
May God, 
  who has given you the will to do these things, 
  give you grace to perform them, 
  that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.  
 
All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 
All may be seated. 
 

 
PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 
SCRIPTURE READING 
 
Before the Reading: 
Bishop Laurie – A reading from Acts 8:26-40 
 
Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch 
26 An angel from the Lord spoke to Philip, “At noon, take the road that leads from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road.) 27 So he did. Meanwhile, an Ethiopian 
man was on his way home from Jerusalem, where he had come to worship. He 
was a eunuch and an official responsible for the entire treasury of Candace. 
(Candace is the title given to the Ethiopian queen.) 28 He was reading the prophet 
Isaiah while sitting in his carriage. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Approach this 
carriage and stay with it.” 
30 Running up to the carriage, Philip heard the man reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you really understand what you are reading?” 
31 The man replied, “Without someone to guide me, how could I?” Then he 
invited Philip to climb up and sit with him.32 This was the passage of scripture he 
was reading: 
Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter 
    and like a lamb before its shearer is silent 
    so he didn’t open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation justice was taken away from him. 
    Who can tell the story of his descendants 
        because his life was taken from the earth? 
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34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, about whom does the prophet say this? Is he 
talking about himself or someone else?” 35 Starting with that passage, Philip 
proclaimed the good news about Jesus to him. 36 As they went down the road, they 
came to some water. 
The eunuch said, “Look! Water! What would keep me from being 
baptized?” 38 He ordered that the carriage halt. Both Philip and the eunuch went 
down to the water, where Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the 
water, the Lord’s Spirit suddenly took Philip away. The eunuch never saw him 
again but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip found himself in Azotus. He 
traveled through that area, preaching the good news in all the cities until he 
reached Caesarea. 
 
After Reading: 
Bishop Laurie: The Word of the Lord! 
 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
SERMON – “What’s To Prevent Us?” - Bishop Laurie Haller 
 
 
APOSTLES CREED* 
 
Do you believe in God? 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
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THE ORDER OF COMMISSIONING FOR THE OFFICE OF 
DEACONESS AND HOME MISSIONER 

 
Rebecca walks forward to the front of the chancel, facing the congregation. 
 
Bishop Laurie says to Rebecca:  
 
Rebecca Lazarte Tabelisma we rejoice that you responded to God’s call to 
servant ministry as a deaconess of The United Methodist Church. In your ministry 
you continue a tradition of service that is as vital today as it was in 1888 when the 
Office of Deaconess was first authorized in the Methodist tradition.  
 
The call of God is always profound, and our response can be no less 
extraordinary. In the varied ministries of love, justice and service to which the 
Holy Spirit is leading you, you will testify to the infinite love of God in Christ 
Jesus. Such a lifetime vocation confers a great privilege; it also lays upon you a 
solemn responsibility.  
 
When you were commissioned as a Deaconess in the Philippines, you publicly 
declared your commitment:  
 
• To engage in this lifelong work of love, justice and service and to assume its 
responsibilities led by the Spirit of God.  
• To be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy Scriptures, in mutual 
relationship with the communities you serve and in all other means of grace 
available to you.  
• To earnestly seek to carry forward your ministry call in sincerity and in love 
under the direction of the Church.  
• To accept responsibility for participation in the mutually supportive deaconess 
and home missioner covenant community and for a lifetime of loving and 
supporting your sisters and brothers as part of the world diaconate.  
 
Do you now affirm these commitments publicly in the presence of this assembly?  
 
Rebecca Lazarte Tabelisma: I do so publicly affirm these declarations with 
God being my helper.  
 
Rebecca joins Bishop Laurie on the chancel 
 
Bishop: Today, we send you forth with our blessings and support. Please kneel as 
you are able. 
 
Bishop Laurie lays hands on Rebecca’s shoulders. 
 
Bishop Laurie: I commission you to the appointed ministry of West Bend United 
Methodist Church & Mallard United Methodist Church on behalf of The United 
Methodist Church.  
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Bishop Laurie to congregation: Let us pray: Most Gracious God, source of all 
mercies, anoint this your servant with your Holy Spirit, enrich her with your 
grace, and strengthen her for the tasks which lie ahead. May her labors glorify 
your holy name, as she continues her daily work in ministries of love, justice and 
service on behalf of The United Methodist Church. Through your Son Jesus 
Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
Rebecca rises and turns to be greeted by the congregation.  

 
To the church gathered here and around the world, I present our deaconess 
Rebecca Lazarte Tabelisma, commissioned to a lifetime of Christ-like service 
under the authority of the Church. Thanks be to God!  
 
 

 
COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

 
Bishop Laurie: Danielle Marie Musselman and Catherine Amanda Stokes, please 
stand. 
 
Candidates for commissioning rise and face Bishop Laurie. Bishop Laurie 
addresses the congregation.  
 
By affirming the covenant of baptism,  
all members of Christ’s holy church pledge  
to serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. 
 
Christ gave all of us this command:  
  “Ask the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” 
We have asked, and the Lord has answered.  
These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, 
  see the plentiful harvest, 
  and are ready to respond generously to the Lord 
  in the words of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.” 
 
Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened by the Holy Spirit, 
  they now come to declare in public  
their desire to live out the covenant made at their baptism 
by binding themselves to the service of God 
under the supervision of the bishop  
  and the guidance of colleagues in full connection 
and by being appointed to share as servant leaders  
in the body of Christ. 
 
Today we commission them to service 
as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.  
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PRAYER OF COMMISSIONING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS 

The candidates remain in place.   

Bishop Laurie, facing the congregation and extending arms over both candidates, 
prays: 

God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, 
  you raise up men and women to be apostolic leaders in your church. 
By your Holy Spirit 
  help these, your servants, 
  to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. 
Deepen their sense of purpose  
  as they exercise commissioned ministry. 
Empower them, and those who will walk with them to guide their ministry, 
together with all of your people,  
to heal the sick, 

  love the outcast, 
  resist evil,  
  preach the Word, 
  and give themselves freely for your name’s sake. 

Danielle walks forward to the front of the chancel, facing the congregation. 

Bishop Laurie, standing behind and laying both hands upon the shoulders of 
Danielle, prays: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Danielle Marie Musselman. 
Send her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,  
  to announce the reign of God,  
  and to equip the church for ministry, 
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 

The newly commissioned provisional member receives cross and certificate from 
BoOM chairperson and returns to her seat. 

Catherine walks forward to the front of the chancel, facing the congregation. 

Bishop Laurie, standing behind and laying both hands upon the shoulders of 
Catherine, prays: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Catherine Amanda Stokes. 
Send her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ,  
  to announce the reign of God,  
  and to equip the church for ministry, 
  in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 
The newly commissioned provisional member receives cross and certificate from 
BoOM chairperson and returns to her seat. 
 
 

EXAMINATION OF ELDER 
 

Bishop Laurie: Elad Shapira, please rise and come forward for the examination of 
an Elder and Ordination.  
 
Elad rises and faces Bishop Laurie. Bishop Laurie examines the candidate for 
ordination as elder: 
 
An elder 
  is called to share in the ministry of Christ 
  and of the whole church: 
  to preach and teach the Word of God 
 
Here a large Bible may be lifted by an assistant. 
 
  and faithfully administer 
  the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; 
 
Here a paten and chalice may be lifted. 
 
  to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; 
  to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; 
  to exercise pastoral supervision, 
  to order the life of the congregation and the connection, 
  to counsel the troubled, 
    and declare the forgiveness of sin; 
  to lead the people of God 
    in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 
  to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; 
  and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 
  and in service in and to the community. 
 
This is the rule of life and work of an elder. 
 
Do you believe that God has called you 
  to the life and work of an elder? 
 
I do so believe. 
 

 
 
 



12 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER FOR ELDER 
 
Elad joins Bishop Laurie on the chancel. Bishop Laurie, facing Elad, calls the 
people to prayer, using these or similar words: 
 
As Elad Shapira is ordained by the church 
  for the office and work of an elder 
  to which we believe he has been called by the Holy Spirit, 
let us pray for him. 
 
Elad kneels. 
 
The people pray for him in silence. 
 
Bishop Laurie, with hands extended over Elad, prays: 
 
We praise you, eternal God, 
  because you have called us to be a priestly people, 
  offering to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
  Apostle and High Priest, Shepherd and Bishop of our souls. 
We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome death 
  and, having ascended into heaven, 
  has poured forth gifts abundantly on your people, 
  making some apostles, some prophets, 
    some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 
  to equip the saints for the work of ministry, 
  to build up Christ’s body, 
  and to fulfill your gracious purpose in the world. 
 
Give to this your servant the grace and power he needs 
  to serve you in this ministry. 
Make him faithful a pastor, a patient teacher, and a wise counselor. 
Enable him to serve without reproach, 
  to proclaim the gospel of salvation, 
  to administer the sacraments of the new covenant, 
  and to offer with all your people 
    spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 
Elad remains kneeling. 
 
Bishop Laurie lays both hands on the head of Elad, praying: 
 
Almighty God, pour upon Elad Shapira the Holy Spirit, 
for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church.  
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All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 
Immediately Elad places hands on a Bible as Bishop Laurie lays hands on his 
shoulders and says: 
 
 Elad Shapira, take authority as an elder 
 to preach the Word of God, 
 to administer the Holy Sacraments 
 and to order the life of the Church; 
 in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 
 
The newly ordained elder rises and moves to receive the stole from the BoOM 
chairperson and a towel from Bishop Laurie. 
 
 
 

BISHOP LAURIE PRESENTS TOWEL TO NEWLY ORDAINED 
ELDER AS A SYBMOL OF FOOTWASHING AND SERVICE 

 
Harlan Gillespie: As a minister of word, sacrament, order and service this towel 
is presented to you as a symbol of your role as a servant to God’s people. When 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as an act of service and love, he declared that no 
servant is greater than their master. So, you are sent to be God’s servant to the 
Church and God’s world. 

 
 

RECOGNITION OF TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
 Bishop Laurie: Nathanael Tabelisma, please rise and come forward. 
 
Nathanael stands before Bishop Laurie at the front of the chancel. 
 
Bishop Laurie to Nathanael: Your call to ministry began in the Philippians 
Central Conference of The United Methodist Church.  You have served faithfully 
in the Iowa Annual Conference since 2015. 
 
As Nathanael joins Bishop Laurie in the chancel, Bishop Laurie greets him: 
 
Nathanael Tabelisma, we now welcome you as a clergyperson in Full 
Connection in the Iowa Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. 

 
 

RECOGNITION OF ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 
 
Bishop Laurie: Douglas Lee Amis, please come forward.  
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Douglas joins Bishop Laurie in the chancel, Bishop Laurie addresses him: 

Douglas Lee Amis,  
you have served among us faithfully as a local pastor, 
demonstrating your commitment to accept and uphold  
the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
under the appointment of the bishop. 

You have now fulfilled the requirements  
and been elected by the clergy session of this annual conference 
as an associate member. 

We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 
 and pray that God may guide your ministry. 

Douglas Lee Amis, we now recognize you as an associate member 
 in the name of the annual conference. 

The newly recognized associate member walks to the BoOM representative, has 
scapular placed upon him, receives greeting; and then returns to his seat. 

RECOGNITION OF COS GRADUATES 

Bishop Laurie: Kim Annette Dewey and Steven Glen Swenson, I invite you to 
come forward and stand at least six feet apart from one another.  

Kim and Steven rise, walk to the front of the chancel and face Bishop Laurie 

Kim Annette Dewey and Steven Glen Swenson,  
you have served among us faithfully as local pastors, 
demonstrating your commitment to accept and uphold 
the doctrine, liturgy and discipline of The United Methodist Church, 
under the appointment of the bishop. 

Today, we recognize you for your work in completing your education and training 
through Course of Study.  

Kim Annette Dewey and Steven Glen Swenson, we now recognize you as 
Course of Study graduates! 

Those being recognized as Course of Study Graduates turn and face the 
congregation to be congratulated. They individually walk over to the BoOM  
representative who places a scapular on them and greets them. 
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THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND PEACE 
 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,  
who earnestly repent of their sin, 
and seek to be at peace with God and one another. 
 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 
CONFESSION AND PARDON.  
 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
   we have broken your law, 
   we have rebelled against your love, 
   we have not loved our neighbors, 
   and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, 
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
All pray in silence. 
 
Bishop Laurie to people: 
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 
    that proves God's love toward us. 
   In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 
People to Bishop Laurie: 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 
Bishop Laurie and people: 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
And also with you!  
 
TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING * 
 
Bishop Laurie stands behind the Lord’s Table and, facing the people from this 
time through the Breaking the Bread, begins the prayer: 
 



16 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
 
Bishop Laurie may lift and extend hands and keep them raised. 
 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 
  always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
  almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. 
 
You built your church 
  on the foundation of the prophets and apostles, 
  and instituted a holy ministry 
  so that your prophetic and apostolic Word 
  might be heard until the end of time. 
 
And so, 
  with your people on earth 
  and all the company of heaven 
  we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Bishop Laurie may lower and join hands. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Bishop Laurie may raise and extend hands. 
 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
He called disciples and empowered them for ministry. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
  you gave birth to your church 
  and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
Bishop Laurie touches or lifts the bread and prays: 
 
On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us, 
  he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, 
  gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Bishop Laurie touches or lifts the cup and says: 
 
When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, 
  gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; 
  this is my blood of the new covenant, 
  poured out for you and for many 
  for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
  in remembrance of me.” 
 
Bishop Laurie may raise and extend hands. 
 
When Jesus, the great Shepherd of your flock, ascended, 
  he sent forth the apostles 
  to preach the gospel and make disciples of all nations. 
He promised to be with them always 
  and sent the Holy Spirit to lead them. 
 
And so, 
  in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
  we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
    as a holy and living sacrifice, 
    in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Bishop Laurie may hold hands over the bread and cup. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
  and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, 
  redeemed by his blood. 
 
Bishop Laurie may raise and extend hands. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
  one with one another, 
  and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory 
  and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, 
  with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, 
  all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER * 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be thy name. 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
     forever. Amen.  
 
BREAKING THE BREAD 
 
Bishop Laurie, still standing behind the Lord’s Table facing the people, breaks 
the bread in silence or while saying these or similar words: 
 
Because there is one loaf, 
we, who are many, are one body,  
  because we all partake of the one loaf. 
The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
 
Bishop Laurie lifts the cup in silence or while saying these or similar words: 
 
The cup over which we give thanks  
is a sharing in the blood of Christ. 
 
GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 
 
While it is our preference to share in one loaf and one cup, for the safety of each 
of us present we are sharing in individual communion elements. 
 
I invite you to open take the wafer, hold it in your hand, as I give this blessing: 
This is the bread of Christ broken for you, take and eat. 
 

All eat the bread. 
 

Please take the cup and open it, and I will give you this blessing: This is the blood 
of Christ offered for you. Take and drink.  
 

All drink the cup. 
 
 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen 
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PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING 
 
Bishop Laurie says: 
 
Let us pray. 
All pray together: 
 
We thank you, gracious God, for this holy mystery  
in which you have given yourself to us, 
  and united us in the communion of your Holy Spirit. 
We bless you for raising up among us faithful servants. 
Clothe them and us with your righteousness 
  and grant that we, with them, 
  may glorify you by giving ourselves to others, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

 
SENDING FORTH 

 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING * 
 
Bishop Laurie blesses the people: 
 
The grace of Jesus Christ, 
  and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all always. 

 
Go in peace 
  to serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 
 
We are sent in Christ’s name. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
GOING FORTH * 
(Hymn Suggestions: Here I Am, Lord – UMH 593, I Have Decided to Follow 
Jesus – TFWS 2129, The Summons - TFWS 2130) 





Oberammergau 2022We’ll 
Go Back!

The Holy Land

For more information contact:
Len & Diane Eberhart • Lendiane92@gmail.com • 641-990-3861

www.eo.travel/goback • 800-247-0017

Join Bishop Haller in the Holy Land in February 2021 and 
Oberammergau in August 2022.

A full schedule of EO travel experiences in 2021
is available online.

EO Scholarships available for the Holy Land experience for those who are newly ordained.

 
 

 

 
 

CELEBRATING 41 YEARS OF GIVING  

   41st Annual 
 Mission Ingathering 
Saturday, November 7, 2020 
The Purpose of Mission Ingathering 
is to show the love of Christ to the 
world’s people by ministering to their 
needs. 
 

 Be a HERO in  
your new  
appointment 

Services we offer: 
Investment options, planned giving 
& stewardship support, grants, 
scholarships, building loans and 
several workshops. 

515.974.8927 
info@iumf.org 

https://iumf.org 



W O M E N

A T  T H E

W E L L

 

REV. BETH HARBAUGH

 

W E L C O M E S

A  N E W

L E A D

P A S T O R !

 
womenatthewellumc.org

Women at
the Well
Re-Entry

Under the leadership of Paul Witmer, Minister
of Reentry and Congregational Care, we are
finding creative ways to help women who are
leaving prison find the support they need to be
successful in building a new life for themselves.
 
her chances of successfully re-integrating into the community.

wellreentry@iaumc.org





Iowa Advance Special: #229
Self-Help International

When women have access to economic opportunity and
health education, the health of the entire family improves.

If you would like to make a generous gift to empower women, please
send your gift to 207 20th St. NW Suite A, Waverly, IA 50677, or go online

to www.selfhelpinternational.org/donate.

Self-Help International works with women in rural communities in
Ghana and Nicaragua so that women can invest in the well-being
of their families:

Through women's empowerment programs in both
countries that focus on providing capital in the form of
micro-loans so that women can start and build the capacity
of their businesses.  Self-Help staff also facilitate trainings
on business practices and women's issues.

Through the Growing Healthy Food, Growing Healthy
Children program in Ghana, which works with expecting and
new mothers to tackle malnutrition in the first three years of
a child's life. Staff provide one-on-one lactation counseling,
teach about and promote the cultivation and consumption
of nutritious weaning foods, and work with households to
address food insecurity.

Would you like educational materials or to host a speaker from Self-Help?
Please call 319-352-4040 or email Megan Sehr at

megan@selfhelpinternational.org.



How To Partner
 

WHO WE ARE
 

For every $1 donated, $6.33 in supplies are sent to support disaster & humanitarian relief. Last year
your funds helped  294,422 people in need. Your donations will help those in need around the world
overcome their current crisis. 

Since 2000 we have been showing God’s Love in practical ways through the distribution of
education, health, micro business, and disaster relief supplies meeting basic human needs around
the world and around the corner.  We do this with a “hands-on” mission experience for those that
serve with us  which brings hope to those receiving supplies.

 We distribute our kits and resources after receiving requests. Supplies are given free of charge
regardless of gender, race  or religion.  Our ministry is 1 of 10 cooperating depots in the United
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) supply network. We distribute UMCOR supplies in response
to disasters within the USA. Our ministry also partners with many local non-profits and international
partners; Food for the Poor, International Health and Development Network, Franciscan Mission
Warehouse, and US Southern Command.

Your Prayers
 More than anything, we are powered by prayer for those who are suffering

and for those serving. To receive Prayer Updates Text MMDC to 51555

Your Service
In 2019, 1,712 of God's people volunteered their time. Be the hands of the
ministry by building kits or projects onsite, your home or in your faith
community. Serve today by contacting us at 217.483.7911

Mail: 1001 Mission Drive Pawnee, IL. 62558
Text: MMDC to 41444
Online: www.midwestmission.org/donate

OUR MISSION 

Monetary Donations

In-Kind Donations
Supplies can be dropped off M-Th 9 AM to 2 PM or in foyer after hours
Kits/Patterns/Projects: www.midwestmission.org/kits-projects-patterns
Current Needs: www.midwestmission.org/donate/current-needs

Hearts and hands transforming the resources of God's people into humanitarian relief.

HOW TO PARTNER

HOW TO DONATE

WHAT WE DO




