
BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY  

Dear Colleagues in the Iowa Annual Conference:  

Greetings in the Spirit of Jesus Christ! The Boston University School of Theology (STH) walks with you on the journey of 
discipleship, seeking to love God and to love our neighbors with all our hearts, souls, minds, and strength. Thank you for your 
prayers that inspire and support the STH mission to love God, build knowledge, and equip leaders for the church and society.  

NEWS  

• New faculty: This year, Boston University welcomed new faculty in ethics, psychology, theologies of spirituality, 
comparative theology, church renewal, Black church leadership, and mission studies. We welcomed: Nimi Wariboko 
(Walter G. Muelder Professor of Social Ethics); David Decosimo (Theology); Theodore Hickman-Maynard (Evangelism 
and Church Renewal); Andrea Hollingsworth (Theology); Barbod Salimi (Psychology and Peace Studies); and Daryl 
Ireland (Associate Director of the Center for Global Christianity and Mission).  

• Spiritual life: STH continued to expand and deepen its spiritual life program, led by Charlene Zuill, Spiritual Life 
Coordinator and United Methodist elder. Bishop Susan Hassinger, Claire Wolfteich, and many others also offer a rich 
selection of courses in spirituality and leadership.  

• Chaplaincy track: STH added a chaplaincy track to the MDiv degree, preparing students for hospitals, prisons, and 
military settings. 
 

ENGAGING IN DIALOGUE:  STH spent much energy this year in hard conversations on violence, racism, and injustice, seeking to 
be honest and vigorously open to change, while honoring the dignity of all persons.  

• Power, Privilege and Prophetic Witness is the STH theme for 2015-2017. We engaged the theme in classes, lectures, 
retreats, and workshops, seeking to stretch our capacities to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God. 

• Examining the intersection of theology and race. The opportunities this year included: a brilliant new documentary on 
North Korea; a dialogical viewing of Selma; dialogues on racism with Thandeka and Andrew Sung Park; a retreat on 
building race relations; circle worship; a student-led event Missing Voices, Daunting Choices: The Erasure of Black 
Women in Black American Movements; and events on interfaith understanding.  
 

CARING FOR THE CHURCH through leadership and service.  

• Serving the United Methodist Church. Students served local churches and church bodies as interns, staff, and 
volunteers. Faculty served with such bodies as: United Methodist Women, World Methodist Council, Ministry Study 
Commission, Women of Color Scholars and Mentors program, Pan Methodist Commission on Children in Poverty, and 
boards and agencies of the general church and annual conferences. 

•  Empowering young Latino/a leaders. Young leaders gathered with seasoned mentors to enhance their gifts and service 
as Christian leaders: Hispanic Youth Leadership Initiative (HYLA) and Raíces Latinas Leadership Institute 

• Facilitating dialogues on church renewal. We launched a new initiative on Evangelism and Church Renewal.  
• Reflecting on worship. We contributed to a special issue of Worship Arts Magazine, edited and written by STH faculty, 

alumni/ae, and students, and published by the Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts.   
 

CARING FOR THE WORLD  

• Offering opportunities for engaged learning. Opportunities included the Doctor of Ministry program in Transformational 
Leadership; an urban ministry course; travel seminars to India, the Arizona-Mexico border, Israel-Palestine, Mexico, and 
Turkey (Ephesus); work with leaders in Ferguson, MO; and a travel seminar for UMC clergywomen to Cuba, co-
sponsored by GBHEM and STH.  

• Collaborating with the global church. Collaborations included sponsorship of the Dictionary of African Christian 
Biography; events and art exhibits on local and global ecology; and dialogues with global church leaders.  

 

As we at STH seek to be faithful and to partner with you in ministry, we give thanks for your witness. Thank you too for your 
continuing inspiration and contributions to our shared journey.   

Blessings and gratitude,  

 

Mary Elizabeth Moore  
Dean of Boston University School of Theology  


