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The School for Lay Ministry (SLM) program was created some years ago as a program to facilitate the

growth of Iowa United Methodist Churches and their Christian ministry by providing an alternative,

supplemental source of educated leadership to local congregations and communities. The SLM

identifies, trains and nurtures lay persons who meet entrance criteria and who have the desire to

serve in, through and beyond the church in various ministries. 

Some of the goals of the SLM are to provide trained and motivated laity to contribute to the

fulfillment of the mission of the Annual Conference to prepare leaders of the church for the

transformation of the world; lay persons to serve with ordained clergy in complementary ministries of

various kinds; spiritually nurturing experiences for persons wishing to further their faith pilgrimage

and 

explore their Christian vocation; and lay leadership to assist with programs and ministries pursuing

Christ’s mission. 

Twelve class sessions are designed to provide a comprehensive background and training for students.

These classes are taught by recognized leaders who give the knowledge and background needed to

serve in many fields. The topics for the 12 sessions during the three years are: 

• Introduction to Lay Ministry & Spirituality 

• Worship 

• Care & Nurturing 

• Proclamation & Sharing the Faith 

• Stewardship, Christian Ethics & Conflict 

• Developing Theological Perspectives 

• Nurturing through Christian Education 

• Mission & Social Concerns 

• Church History 

• Church Leadership, Doctrine & Polity 

• Methods of Biblical Interpretation 

• Strategizing for Church Growth 

A Spanish speaking class is also offered at the Simpson location. Some of the ways graduates of the

SLM are serving with ordained clergy in Iowa include ministering with local churches in leadership

capacities, volunteer management, Christian education, care-giving ministries, program staff

positions, visitation ministries, youth programming and District ministries and mission. 

If you feel you are being called by God to WORK

in a team ministry, LEAD your church, VISIT for

your church or SERVE in your community, then

the IOWA SCHOOL FOR LAY MINISTRY is for you!  

Visit www.iaumc.org/slm for more information. 

http://www.iaumc.org/slm


PEACE  WITH  JUST ICE  SCHOLARSHIP

ESSAY  AWARDS  

The Peace with Justice Essay contest is open to students who are high school juniors

and seniors during the current school year and who live in Iowa or attend an Iowa

high school.  They need not be members of a United Methodist Church nor any other

religious body.  This year’s contest topic was: Americans come from many different

backgrounds. How can we promote justice, build understanding and respect for one

another, and heal divisions in our communities among people of different heritages

and beliefs?  These three winners each receive a $500 scholarship award: 

                               is a graduate of Carlisle High School where she has been active in

sports, Student Council, Student Ambassadors, National Honor Society, Principal’s

Council, National Council for Youth Leadership, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes.

Through her church, Madi provided meals at homeless shelters and in holiday food

boxes. She is also a Governor’s Scholar. Madi is the daughter of Mark and Andrea

Hoekstra and has a younger sister Molly. She plans to attend Pittsburg State

University in Pittsburg, Kansas to pursing a degree in Nursing. 

                               is a graduate of Southeast Warren High School in Liberty Center

where she enjoyed participating in band, choir, golf, drama, and speech. She has

been active in the Milo United Methodist Church serving at church dinners,

volunteering at a homeless shelter and a nursing home, and participating in the

Women’s March and immigration support rallies. Alee is also a graduate of the

Simpson Youth Academy. She is the daughter of Jaye and Amy Johnson and the

older sister of Andrew.  Alee will attend the University of Wisconsin at Superior and

plans to be a high school English teacher. 

                   is a graduate of Sioux Center High School. He has been active in track,

cross country, plays, show choir, and band at school. He attended Iowa Boys’ State in

2017 and will be a counselor in 2018. In addition, he has volunteered at the local food

pantry, is a 1:1 mentor, is part of his church’s praise team and youth group and the

livestreaming/broadcasting ministry.  Ty will be attending Morningside College this

fall to major in business. His parents are Joe and Heather Van Es and he is the oldest

of five siblings.  Ty’s family—racially diverse through adoption—has taught him that

“in order to find peaceful co-existence, we have to hear each other.” He plans to

pursue a law career, seeking “liberty and justice for all.” 

MADI HOEKSTRA 

ALEXE JOHNSON 

TY VAN ES  

CLICK HERE TO READ TY'S ESSAY 

CLICK HERE TO READ MADI'S ESSAY 

CLICK HERE TO READ ALEXE'S ESSAY 

https://iaumc.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/ccmc_fcoe/advocacy/ty+van+es+2018+peace+with+justice+essay+contest.pdf
https://iaumc.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/ccmc_fcoe/advocacy/madi+hoekstra+2018+peace+with+justice+essays.pdf
https://iaumc.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/ccmc_fcoe/advocacy/alexe+johnson+peace+with+justice+essay.pdf


COSROW  AMBASSADOR  AWARD        

   EILEEN MCPHERSON 

The purpose of this award is to recognize the efforts of a United Methodist person

who exemplifies the goals and values of COSROW to serve as an advocate, catalyst

and monitor to empower women and to transform the Church so that as inclusive

people of God we might be in ministry and mission to a hungering and hurting

world. 

The person selected to receive the Ambassador Award for 2018 from the Iowa

Conference Commission on the Status and Role of Women is Eileen McPherson.

Eileen is being awarded the COSROW Ambassador Award posthumously.  Eileen had

a passion for equality and justice for ALL of God’s children. She was involved in her

local United Methodist Women at St. Marks, Iowa City. She was a catalyst for women

through her involvement in United Methodist Women and in the Iowa Commission

on the Status and Role of Women. Eileen helped monitor at Annual conference,

raising awareness about the voices not being heard at the table and at the

microphone.  

Eileen, in true Eileen fashion, worked extremely hard to attend classes in both the

Spanish Speaking and English School for Lay Ministry leading to her graduate with

two certificates in 2017. Eileen was passionate about full minority inclusion; an

inspiration and advocate for all voices to be heard in every level of the church and

world.  

One of Eileen’s greatest qualities was her encouragement of others. Eileen would

always have a smile and a big hug waiting for you. She would speak strongly and

boldly about what she believed, a true ambassador for us all.  Eileen died on

September 28, 2017 after battling renal cancer. Eileen is loved and missed dearly by

all who knew her.  It is our hope as we present this award, that we will be inspired to

carry on her work.  



REV. ROSE BLANK 

REV. RICHARD BOATMAN 

REV. ANGIE LOOMIS 

REV. TERRY PLOCHER 

REV. LISA SCHROEDER 

ACADEMY  FOR  SP IR ITUAL  FORMAT ION    

The Two-Year Academy for Spiritual Formation, a ministry of The Upper Room, is an

experience of disciplined Christian community emphasizing holistic spirituality –

nurturing body, mind, and spirit. The program is meant for all those who hunger for

deep spiritual experiences, both lay and clergy persons. Each Academy fosters new

spiritual rhythms – of study and prayer, rest and exercise, solitude and relationship.

Academy participants rediscover Christianity's rich spiritual heritage through

worship, learning, and fellowship.  

The Two-Year Academy meets for five days in residence eight times over the course

of two years. During each academy, a total of sixteen courses are offered. A typical

schedule includes two prayer services each day; Eucharistic Celebrations; Silence;

Covenant Group Meetings; morning and afternoon curriculum sessions; and spiritual

reading.  The 2018 graduates are: 



                              is a member of Salem UMC in Council Bluffs and plans to 

prepare for a career in youth ministry. He will be a sophomore at Simpson 

College. 

Each year United Methodist churches in the Iowa Conference are invited to 

nominate one student from their congregation to be considered for a United 

Methodist Student Day Merit Scholarship. Iowa United Methodist students 

who will attend in the coming fall or currently attend a United Methodist 

college, university or seminary are eligible for nomination. Awards are for 

merit in terms of academic performance; church, campus, high school and 

community involvement; financial need; and special vocational preparation for 

ministry or other service. 

Scholarships available each year are based on the amount raised in the preceding  

year by the Iowa Conference from the United Methodist Student Day Offering in  

November. Ten percent (10%) of the total amount raised is rebated back to the  

Iowa Conference. The other 90% of what is raised goes to support scholarships  

across the United Methodist connection.  The next Student Day Offering will be  

on November 25, 2018. 

JONATHAN COX 

STUDENT  DAY  MERIT  SCHOLARSH IP

AWARD  



DORIS KNIGHT 

BEJE  CLARK  RESTORAT IVE  JUST ICE

AWARD  

The Beje Clark Restorative Justice Award was bestowed upon Doris Knight, for her

lifelong dedication to justice, advocacy, support, and compassionate care for

immigrants.  Under Doris’ leadership as Volunteer Executive Director of Iowa Justice

For Our Neighbors (JFON), attorneys from JFON in Washington DC flew in once a

month to supervise clinics and advise the clients. Volunteers coordinated the clinics

and conducted the interviews.   

In 2001, following coordination by Doris, the three sites worked together to hire an

attorney who was located in Omaha and drove to Sioux City and Des Moines twice a

month for clinics and follow-up appointments with the clients. The program

continued to expand - Iowa and Nebraska each became separate JFON regions with

their own attorneys.   

In 2008, under Doris’ guidance, Iowa hired a second full-time attorney.  In January

2012, a fifth clinic site was added in Ottumwa, Iowa.  October 2013, Doris oversaw

expansion to include a third staff member hired under a Federal Grant to serve

immigrant victims of domestic violence and sexual assault throughout the state of

Iowa.  The sixth clinic site was added in Decorah Fall of 2014 with quarterly clinics,

due to strong partnerships and community collaboration in that area.   

At the time of Doris’ retirement as Executive Director in 2014, JFON had grown from

its humble beginnings to a network of six clinic sites in Storm Lake, Des Moines,

Cedar Rapids, Columbus Junction, Ottumwa and Decorah.  Doris has continued to

serve as Financial Secretary of Iowa JFON.    

Doris’ legacy also includes development of the English Language Learner’s program

(ELL) more than twelve years ago at Trinity UMC in Des Moines.   As a matter of fact,

one of her first students, Merced Cruz, is now the person in charge of the ELL

program as of last year.  Barb Dinnen shared this amazing story.  The very first year of

ELL towards the end of the semester there was just one student left, Merced, and

one teacher that kept coming, Doris.  When Barb asked Doris why she kept teaching

if there was only one student left, Doris replied that even if it was just one student

who needed to learn English, it is important she have a teacher.  The following year,

Barb had the chance to ask Merced, why she kept coming if there were no other

students.  Merced´s response was, “If I didn´t come, Doris would be left without

students.”  Thanks to Doris’ commitment the student is now the teacher! 

Beje Clark would indeed smile upon Doris’ faith journey with immigrants – seeking

justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with our God.  
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HEALTHY  CHURCH  IN I T IAT IVE  

The Healthy Church Initiative (HCI) is a multi-year process of local church

revitalization and renewal. Begun in this form in the Missouri Annual Conference in

approximately 2006 and now being lived out in a variety of ways in 30+ conferences

of the United Methodist Church, HCI follows the process of Paul Borden, as identified

in his books, Assaulting the Gates and Direct Hit.  Each local church chooses to be

part of HCI, at each of its various steps. Basic elements include engaging pastors and

laity in continuous learning communities with other churches, together studying a

variety of core themes; weekend consultations; and coaching churches to live out

the prescriptions that come from the consultations. 

In Iowa, HCI began in 2012. To date we have had over 200 churches involved in some

level of the HCI process, with 70 churches having gone through consultations. The 15

churches recognized today are making a difference in their communities thanks to

their hard work, the Holy Spirit, and the HCI process. 


