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May 7 

May 8 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. - Romans 12:1 

 

We come to annual conference for many reasons, but our prayer as the worship team is that we 

dedicate ourselves to offering God praise in response to the love God freely bestows upon us.  

 

In the scripture passage for today, we read that we should present ourselves for worship 

“sacrificially”. If I am to sacrifice “self” as I approach worship at this Annual Conference, how 

different of an experience might I have? Would I be as concerned about process, agenda or 

procedure? Or would I simply be eager to be present in community with the Divine?  

 

Also, if I sacrifice “self” as I approach Annual Conference, how different might the experience of 

worship be for my neighbor? What encouragement or solidarity might be felt if by someone else if I 

more sincerely approach our sacred calling into worship and community by first leaving self behind 

and acknowledging the power of God - and not the more human differences in attire, worship 

order, or diversity which we might be prone to reacting about.  

 

Let us pray for one another. We ask for your direction, oh God. Call to us, all of us your children, that 

by Your grace and mercy we might come together “selflessly” and “sacrificially” for worship!  

…for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or 

free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. - Galatians 3:26-28 

 

This year at Annual Conference, you may notice a backdrop for worship that looks similar to a wall. 

Before news of “walls” began to spread from political offices, our worship team had decided to 

attempt to create a warmer space in Hy-Vee Hall by using reclaimed wood and warm lighting. But 

not everyone will see this backdrop and think of things which are “organic” or warm. Rather, some 

will see yet another wall which might divide us.  

 

It’s rare to find a wall which was built by accident. Most walls are built with purpose. The backdrop 

“wall” at annual conference was created to be bathed in prayer and offer a reminder that God 

can make all things new. It is a shelter from the cold, not a divider which leaves some out while 

others stay warm.  

 

Let us pray for one another. We ask for a reminder of your love, oh God. There is no longer a 

distinction between us, no standing or prominence given to one over another in your eyes. Draw us 

close into love with one another we pray.  
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May 9 

May 10 
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          Offer prayers and petitions in the Spirit all the time. Stay 

         alert by hanging in there and praying for all believers.  

       - Ephesians 6:18 

 

      It isn’t often that so many from our conference can come 

      together in one space. We will often encourage each 

             other in worship at our “home” churches to pray for other 

             churches and their ministries. In this special season, you can 

         SEE your kin! You can SEE your family. What a profound  

         covenant we might enter into together if we would intentionally 

     pray for all those we see, run into, rejoice with, mourn over, cry to 

            at this annual conference.  

 

    This translation (CEB) offers the words “hang in there.” Don’t lose hope! 

   Approach this Annual Conference gathering as a unique chance to see and 

  know those for whom your prayer extends. Ask questions, seek reconciliation, shout 

praise for accomplishments, and pray for ALL believers.  

 

Breathe that thought into your spirit. ALL of those who will gathered in Hy-Vee hall are believers in 

the One who saves and extends grace! All of those who have gathered are children of God. Let us 

pray for one another. Help me to pray your blessings and love be showered upon ALL who will 

gather together.  

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching.  - Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

Isn’t it a terribly messy, wonderfully powerful thought to know that we will be stuck in a room with 

1000 people who hold at least 1 thing in common!? In an age where loneliness, isolation and 

depression hold tight to more of us than ever, we can gather for worship and fellowship with people 

who hold on to teachings dearly like “love your neighbor as yourself.”  

 

Do not miss the opportunity to fellowship and connect. Our prayer as a worship team is that you 

might be overwhelmed by the support you feel in encouraging words shared across tables, rows 

and districts. Provoking one another into love and good deeds might be manifest in simple greetings 

or smiles shared in a room stuffed with Methodists, offering more hope and excitement than seeing 

a thousand shooting stars while sitting alone.  

 

It is a privilege to gather together. Let us pray for one another. As we approach this season of 

fellowship as an Annual Conference, may we encourage each other and see the value in our 

connection.  



May 11 
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O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing to him, 

sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 

seek the Lord rejoice. - 1 Chronicles 16:8-10 

 

Music is a form of worship that receives much attention at Annual Conference. Our offering of 

voices and sounds has and will again ring together toward the heavens. At this annual conference, 

you may hear music you recognize or music that is very new to you. You may also hear styles of 

music you feel comfortable with, and styles that feel foreign.  

 

What makes music and worship most effective is when, as the scripture  

directs, our hearts engage in the sounds from our instrument. When the  

music is familiar, let your heart guide your sounds and shouts and whispers  

of praise. When the sound seems unknown, let your heart guide your soul  

into reflection on text or rhythms so that you might still worship with your heart.  

 

Even today, as you read this devotional, speak aloud a word of praise. There is  

music in the cadence of the consonants shaped by your lips and teeth. Breath  

out a sigh as you consider God’s majesty, and hear even your breath sing for  

the Lord.  

 

Let us pray for one another as we prepare for Annual Conference. When we  

hear music that is sacred or even scares us, we pray that our breath be guided  

by our heart’s desire to praise.  

AC2017 Worship Schedule 
Saturday, June 10, 2017 
- Opening Worship @ 9:00 am 

- Retirement Celebration @ 7:30 pm 
 

     Sunday, June 11, 2017 

     - Service of Ordering Ministry @ 9:00 am 

     - Service of Remembering @ 3:30 pm 
 

                 Monday, June 12, 2017 

                 - Fixing of Appointments @ 9:00 am 

                 - Holy Conferencing Communion 

                 - Service of Sending @ 3:45 pm 



May 12 
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May 13 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. - 

1 Corinthians 11:26 

 

The worship team looks forward to “setting the table” for communion. In our preparation, we 

acknowledge the holy and sacred task of preparing a place for all to experience this grace filled 

sacrament.  

 

Perhaps, hidden in plain sight within our scripture for the day, lies another profound task which might 

accompany your communion experience - testimony. How great is it to know that the “outward 

display of God’s inward work” is not only for you, but for the world! When a person is healed of 

infirmities, they tell everyone they know about a miracle. When a connection is made after a long 

    period of separation or exile, joy is shared freely with anyone who has 

      ears to hear.  

 

            During Annual Conference you will have 2 opportunities to  

              experience and share the sacrament. My chains are gone!  

     Amazing Grace! Christ has been revealed to me in the sacrament 

      and I am forever changed! Let us pray for one another, that as 

     we experience newness of life or freedom from sin we are bold to 

              share the good news freely and with all.  

So how can they call on someone they don’t have faith in? And how can they have faith in 

someone they haven’t heard of? And how can they hear without a preacher? And how can they 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who announce the 

good news. - Romans 10:14-15 

 

How can they hear without a preacher? How can WE hear without a preacher? How can they 

preach unless they are sent? How can WE preach unless WE are sent.  

 

Many of you who will attend annual conference are pastors, preachers, teachers and gifted 

speakers. Many of you spend your weekly worship experiences providing inspired words or leading 

songs. What a gift that we can accept the chance to receive a new word and BE sent into the 

world.  

 

Difference makers become more fully developed and fruitful when they can be changed or moved 

themselves. The pastors who are preparing sermons for Annual Conference are listening for the Spirit 

and attempting to reach you with the gospel for Jesus’ sake and for YOUR sake. How beautiful the 

work, the time, the dedication of those who are preparing to teach us, and how blessed are we to 

receive a new word from God. Let us pray for one another that we might look forward to the good 

news shared and be grateful for the chance to listen.  
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Lift high the cross  

The love of Christ proclaim 

Till all the world adore  

His sacred name 
 

- United Methodist Hymnal, 159 

 

It’s an embarrassing time to sing “Lift High the Cross.” People who assert that they are Christian also 

assert their privilege over the less fortunate. They claim that following the cross will bring you worldly 

fortune. People who claim they are lifting the cross do so as they stomp harder on the necks of 

those whose labor makes them look important. The image of “Christian” in the world is tarnished and 

sometimes ugly. Instead, the cross must always be the symbol of the suffering servant, not the 

victorious power monger. Our victory must only be proclaimed over the powers of injustice and 

poverty, privilege and opportunism. It’s a foolish victory in the eyes of the world, but a blessing to 

those who serve and love in the name of a Savior who did no less for us. 

 

“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God.” - 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Change 

 

If you are following devotions with your camera, you know that the image to look for today is 

Change. I want to change, to be modern and progressive, but, Dear God, I do love the old hymns. I 

do love the liturgy. I do love the traditional service. I want to change, but I kind of like my easy life, 

my settled routine, my comfortable (if not wealthy) standard of living. I know I have to change, 

become more Christ-like, but it seems like awfully strong expectation. What’s the bare minimum I 

have to do to claim the name of Christian? 

 

The Parable of the Two Sons 
 

What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the 

vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father  

went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go.   
 

- Matthew 21:28-30 NRSV 

 

Maybe what I need to change first is my own mind, my stuck and stiff-necked ways, my addiction to 

comfort, my unwillingness to see through the eyes of another. Change me, O God. Then help me 

change the world.  

 

Amen. 



May 16 

May 17 
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We are pilgrims on a journey 

We’re together on this road 

We are here to help each other 

Walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

- The Faith We Sing, 2222 

 

Today’s photo-devotional word is peace. The words of this song create the perfect picture of peace 

for me. We are here to help each other, bear each other’s loads, go out of our way for the other. I 

don’t think peace - political or personal - can ever happen if we fail to respect others, fail to listen 

and truly hear their pain and their burden. We’re all in this together. No one gets out alive. So let’s 

make the journey with one another more pleasant, more peaceful. Let’s walk together, even with 

those with whom we disagree. We are here to help each other. 

 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Amen. 

The washing of another’s feet, following the example of Jesus when he washed the feet of his 

disciples, is a symbol of our need for renewed cleansing and forgiveness, made possible by the  

love and grace of God.  
 

- Footwashing Explanation, Service of Ordering Ministry 

 

Jesus took on the lowliest position in the household to wash dirt and crud off the feet of those who 

revered him. He reminded them  - again  - that the teachers’ job is to show, the leaders’ job is to 

serve, the holy one is to take on the most ungodly tasks. It is not only the one who washes that 

remembers this lesson, but the one who is washed. When one who has power leans down to take  

on servanthood, we are at our best. When one who thinks they know is already becomes humble 

enough to listen and learn, we become even better. We become the church triumphant. 
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Will You Bear the Cross or Just Wear It? 

 

I was about 15 at the time, and chose to wear my favorite cross necklace to church. Or school.  

Where doesn’t really matter. My grandfather, with whom I was living at the time, took one look at it 

and made a face. An unpleasant face. “Every prostitute in Mexico wears the cross. That’s not how 

people will know if you’re a good woman.” 

 

It was hard for me to talk to this man. If I could have, I would have pointed out his racism against 

Mexico and, I suspect, his unwarranted hatred for Roman Catholics. I would  

have asked him if he really thought that negatively about me at age 15.   

I would have told him I didn’t wear my cross to make people think I  

was a good woman. I wore it to remind myself that I want to  

become a good woman. 

 

I have often pondered how my grandfather thought he knew 

what prostitutes in Mexico might wear. But, aside from that, it  

was and is a symbol I want to live up to and lean in to. I can  

only do that by picking up the cross - wherever it presents  

itself in the hurt and hardship of the world - and carrying it.   

The “cross to bear” is not my personal hardships or challenges,  

but the hurts and pains of the world that Jesus himself carried.   

Pick up that cross. Carry it well. 
 

Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not  

worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those  

who lose their life for my sake will find it.  
 

- Matthew 10:38-39, NRSV 

AC2017 Offerings 
Retirement Celebration       

- Cass Community Social Services                 Service of Ordering Ministry           

- Simpson Youth Academy 

Fixing of Appointments 

- Morningside & Simpson Colleges Nigerian Scholarship Partnership 
 

Acknowledgement of Diakanos 

- Diakanos 

For more information about the offerings, please visit iaumc.org. 
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In Jesus’ footwashing, we see hands of God, who always stoops to  lift our burdens and cleanse our 

hearts, empowering us to live freely. Through washing another’s feet, we commit ourselves to lives of 

service, in the spirit of Christ, who took on human form, humbling himself in cross-bearing service to 

others. By kneeling and washing, we express the love which serves human needs, both within our 

fellowship and outside this place.  
 

- Footwashing Explanation, Service of Ordering Ministry 

 

Footwashing was not only a lowly task of servanthood, but also symbolic of preparing one for the 

journey ahead - an act of hospitality that extended beyond the doorways of the host. In serving one 

another, we prepare ourselves and them for the journey ahead. It is a journey of cross-bearing. It is a 

journey of listening when we would rather talk. It is a journey of faith, never knowing what will come 

next on the road. Thank God for servants who prepare us for our journeys, and thank God for those 

opportunities to wash the feet of those who are travelling the road with us. 

Sing! Sing a new song 

Sing of that great day when all will be one 

God will reign and we’ll walk with each other 

As sisters and brothers united in love. 
 

- The Faith We Sing, 2172 

 

When I was a child (long ago) I might, possibly, have fought with my seven  

brothers and sisters once in a while. (every day!) My mother’s response was often  

to make us stand face to face and hold hands - all four hands! - until we were giggling again. 

 

Sometimes we fight in the church. (every day!) We refuse to honor the holy understandings  

that are different from our own. We refuse to listen - even to associate with -  

people who think differently than we do.  

 

Pray with me for the willingness to stand toe-to-toe and hand-in-hand until we can  

truly hear each other’s pain, witness each other’s understanding, and maybe  

even laugh together again.  



May 21-27 
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May 22 
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Retirement.   

 

No matter how old or young you are, you think about retirement. Do you find yourself wondering 

what retirement will that look like some day? Will you finally be able to do some of those projects 

that I always wanted to do? For a handful of clergy, this is the year where those questions become 

real. Retirement is up them. It’s only a few short weeks away.   

 

In the greeting for the Retirement Celebration, the leader will speak these words: 

 

Now is the time to enjoy your heart’s desire, to live the dreams for which you’ve waited, to awaken 

the depths beyond your work, and enter into your infinite source.   

 

Retirees, what are those dreams that you have waited for? Does this excite you? Or are you 

cautiously entering this unknown time?   

 

For those of us not retiring, what do these words mean to you? How do we enjoy our heart’s desire in 

the midst of our lives and careers? Are we finding time for that, or are we simply waiting for the 

someday? 

We all are one in mission  

We all are one in call  

Our varied gifts united  

By Christ the Lord of all  
 

A single great commission  

Compels us from above  

To plan and work together  

That all may know Christ’s love. 
 

 - The Faith We Sing, 2243  

 

  In this opening hymn for the Retirement Celebration, we have the opportunity to  

  declare our unity in our mission in song. As United Methodists, we are called to make 

      disciples for the transformation of the world. We are all unified in proclaiming God’s 

      work in our lives through our various gifts.   

 

        Today, you are invited to consider what gifts have God given you to be a part 

         of proclaiming God’s glorious name?  How do you use these gifts in your  

         vocation and daily service?   



May 23 

May 24 
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Steadfast God, as we experience a season of change in our lives, a time of hellos and goodbyes, a 

time of questions and a time of discernment, move us through each of these seasons in the 

assurance of your love, the strength of your faith, and the courage of your hope. For it is in the name 

of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit we pray. Amen.  
 

- Opening Prayer, Retirement Celebration 
 

While this opening prayer is meant to speak to the retiring class of clergy, it is also speaking to many 

of us who are not retiring or leaving our current calling. We love and worship a ever loving, never 

changing God who walks with us through every season of our lives. Regardless of the paths we walk 

on, we can take refuge and strength in the steadfast love of God.    

 

How does this prayer of changing seasons fit into your life today?   

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all  

who heard the word. 45 The circumcised believers who  

had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for 

they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. 

Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water for 

baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?” So he ordered them to be baptized in  

the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 

several days.  
 

-Acts 10:44-48 NRSV  
 

The Holy Spirit is uncontainable, back in the days of the 

early church and today. We will hear there words from the 

book of Acts read before Bishop Deborah Kiesey, a 

beloved Iowan and recent retiree, offers us all words of 

hope and encouragement.  



May 25 
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Have you met the retiring class of 2017?  Here is their photo: 

 

 
 

This picture was taken before a few announcements, but the majority of the retirees are present. Do 

you know any of these people? If so, how have they impacted your life? What stories can you tell 

about how you have seen them at work in the church?   

 

Take a moment today to pray for this class of retirees. Pray for the new chapter in their lives. Pray for 

peace and your abiding love as they embark on a new journey. Give thanks for their ministry and 

faithfulness. Give thanks for their witness and devotion you God’s beloved people. Give thanks for 

the impact they have had on many people’s lives. 
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Refrain  

Go make a difference  

We can make a difference  

Go make a difference in the world  

Go make a difference  

We can make a difference  

Go make a difference in the world  
 

We are the salt of the earth  

Called to let the people see  

the love of God in you and me  
 

We are the light of the world  

Not to be hidden but be seen  

Go make a difference in the world  
 

- Closing Song, Retirement Celebration  

 

In the closing song of each of our worship services, we sing the same song. Yet each time, this song 

is meant to feel fresh and encouraging. This is the service where the conference celebrates a new 

chapter in many people’s lives. This is the service where we proclaim that God is not finished 

working through our faithful retirees. This is a new chapter.  A new opportunity to let God work 

through a called people.  

 

Each day is a new day. A new opportunity to go and make a difference. A new opportunity to let 

our love shine for all to see.  

May 27 
Disturb 

 

If you have been following along with the photo-a-day challenge, then you know the word for 

today is “disturb.” How are you disturbed with Annual Conference? What at Annual Conference 

disturbs you? How can you affect change by disturbing those around you? 

 

Let’s pray that in whatever way we are disturbed, or that we disturb, that we are able to come 

together in unity around this year’s theme of “Making Difference Makers.” 
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“We give thanks, O God, for the tremendous sacrifices made 

by those who have gone before us. Bless the memories of your 

saints. May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of 

faith, dedication, worship, and love. AMEN”   
 

- Opening Prayer, Service of Remembering 

 

As an avid Annual Conference attender in my youth, I used to do 

everything to avoid attending Memorial Worship. To me, it seemed 

so depressing to think about all of the pastors whose names would 

be read. To me, it seemed like yet another funeral service for the 

families who had lost someone. And then, I became a pastor... My 

thoughts about the importance of this service strangely changed.  

 

The once depressing aura surrounding Memorial Worship, became for  

me a powerful, Spirit-filled experience of celebration and admiration. Standing in awe of the saints 

who toiled in ministries I will never experience. The ways they struggled, laughed, and helped 

people become deeply committed Christians. This Worship was just as much about celebrating  

their lives and ministries, as it was about celebrating the people, my colleagues, who find their  

hand hard at work now. To celebrate all we have done, all we are doing, and all we will do and 

more importantly all that God has, is, and will do through our connectional system. It’s not  

about mourning the lives of people, but celebrating the power of the Resurrection, being an  

Easter people! 

Give me Jesus, give me Jesus,  

you can have all this world,  

but give me Jesus 
 

- Worship and Song, 3140 

 

I’ll never forget the first time I heard this song sung by Fernando Ortega. I was grieving the loss of a 

dear friend and someone recommended a YouTube video tribute from Ruth Graham’s Celebration 

of Life. It was in my own grief where the mornings became difficult, where I felt alone, and where I 

pondered my own death. I found strength in a simple request,  “give me Jesus”. I often ponder how 

the deepest laments of our lives come from the same place where our greatest joy is. The pit of our 

soul where pain strikes the heart and where the roar of laughter and gladness spring forth.  That the 

shadow of grief, although present, dissipates as the light of Christ shines through the thick veil of our 

profound grief. As we celebrate the eternal promises of Christ, we are seldom sheltered from the 

sting of loss, but death does not have the final victory. May we find hope in all that Christ offers, may 

we celebrate the holy mystery of resurrection, and may we turn from the suffering of this world and 

simply say, “give me Jesus”. 



May 30 
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God is our refuge and strength, 

a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam, 

though the mountains tremble with its tumult.  
 

- Psalm 46:1-3 

 

I love the imagery of God as a refuge. I remember growing up on  

the ranch and going to get eggs out of the chicken coop. Mother  

hen sitting carefully on her eggs with her wings in an almost  

defensive posture just looking at me as my grandmother led  

me in.  

 

I often think that the church is a refuge for many of us. It is  

as if when we are sitting in the sacred spaces, that God  

has outstretched arms around us, saying, “Do not fear,  

you are safe in my arms.” Unfortunately, some of our  

churches are no longer places of refuge or a house  

of prayer. Just like the old hens who no longer lay  

eggs, some of our churches have stopped  

producing fruit and their purpose has to  

change. It is only in the process of death  

that we can celebrate resurrection and  

receive new life from the Spirit.  

 

The reading of the names of our closing churches  

causes us to panic, to feel anxiety about what is  

happening, but time and time again we are  

reminded to respond as a faith-filled people who  

“will not fear, though the earth should change”.  

AC2017 Speakers 
Opening Worship..................................................Bishop Laurie Haller 

Retirement Celebration.....................................Bishop Deborah Kiesey 

Ordering of Ministry.......................................................Bishop Laurie Haller 

Service of Remembering...................................................Rev. Brian Milford 

Fixing of Appointments.....................................................Rev. Jackie Bradford 



May 31 

June 1 
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Be still, and know that I am God! 

I am exalted among the nations, 

I am exalted in the earth. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 

- Psalm 46:10-11 

 

My favorite game growing up was playing hide-and-seek with the neighborhood youth. We would 

gather on my home’s front porch and play on the entire block. The loud shouts of “1,2,3, …49, 50, 

READY OR NOT HERE I COME” blasting through the cool summer air! I remember thinking that once 

the perfect spot was found, I would need to be as still as possible to make sure no one would ever 

find me. I remember several times where my hiding spots left me all alone sitting in the silence of 

those dark summer evenings in Western Nebraska. It was then looking up at the heavens above you 

realize how great our Creator God truly is. It was then that I realized how my fear in those moments 

of quiet reflection simply was a fear that maybe I was insignificant in comparison to the rest of the 

created order. Yet, ultimately I was found, which in truth I always hoped I would be. No one wants 

to be the one person that hid so good they start another round without finding you!  

 

In our still quiet moments, God finds us and we exalt the God of our creation. We need quiet 

moments, to remember whose we are. 

When peace like a river attendeth my way,  

When sorrows like sea billows roll, 

    Whatever my lot thou taught me to say, 

       It is well it is well with my soul  
 

             - United Methodist Hymnal, 377 

 

  As we gather for a Service of Remembering, we hear the words of an old hymn. I love 

    the imagery of the peaceful river and the sorrowful waves crashing. The imagery of 

      water is so important to our faith. From the waters of creation to the waters of the 

        womb, from the parting of the waters to the waters at the celebration at Cana, 

          and most importantly the waters of our baptism. May we remember our baptism 

             as we worship. May we reflect on the power of the water. 

 

             God of our Birth, you are a blessing to us in times of peace and of sorrow. You 

             nurture us through the gift of living water. May we be nurtured now in this time of 

            remembrance. May our souls be uplifted by your promises. May it be well. AMEN.  



June 2 

June 3 
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For all the saints who loved your name, 

Whose faith increased Christ Jesus’ fame, 

Who sang your songs and shared your word, 

Accept our gratitude good Lord.  
 

- The Faith We Sing, 2283 

 

As we prepare for annual conference we think of the amazing opportunity to gather and celebrate 

all the saints. Our churches are often places where we welcome saints and sinners, but this service, 

this time of remembering, is a time to celebrate the significant labors of the saints who are ever 

present in the cloud of witnesses!  

 

Ponder for a moment the significant people in your life who are part of that great cloud of 

witnesses. Think about all the leaders in our churches of the past. Consider their joys and their 

sacrifices. We celebrate who we are because of those who have gone before us. 

 

Loving God, we thank you for the saints! For the ones who have claimed the faith and brought 

others to you. We thank you for the continued guidance of their earthly wisdom on our ministries 

today. May we celebrate the rich history of your people and joyfully praise your name. AMEN. 

Silence 

 

Following the message at the Service for Remembering there will be an intentional silence. May we 

upon hearing the proclamation of the Word, take a deep breath that fills us and just sit with the 

Spirit. Surrounded by our sisters and brothers in Christ, may we acknowledge the stillness.  

Reflect on these words from M. Robert Mulholland Jr. on sitting in silence: 

 

“Even if it feels like nothing is happening, something is happening. The inner chaos created by your 

constant attempts to control things is having a chance to settle down. You are giving up control so 

God can do or say something surprising. You are opening yourself up to being addressed by God. 

You are becoming a receiver. You are being still and letting God be the one to act in God’s way,  

in God’s own time.” 

 

Take time today to sit in silence.  



June 4-9 
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June 5 
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The light of God surrounds us; 

The love of God enfolds us; 

The power of God protects us; 

The presence of God watches over us; 

Wherever we are, God is! 
 

- James Dillet Freeman 

 

This simple prayer is a reminder of God’s omnipotent presence and protection of our lives. When you 

journey to Annual Conference, we pray that you will be protected and watched over in your travels 

and that you will arrive with a willingness to lead, learn, and laugh together as the family of God. 

 

When you arrive at HyVee Hall, amid the hustle and bustle of registration and finding your table, and 

in the excitement of connecting with friends old and new, take a moment to pray for those who 

might not be in safe situations. Ask for their protection as you give thanks for the protection God 

gives you. Surround those you love and those you don’t know with your fervent petitions. Surround 

yourself and your table-mates with the assurance that God is good (yes, all the time), and that God 

is ever-present and faithful. 

 

Our prayer for you this last week before Annual Conference is that you will be surrounded by God’s 

light and love, power and presence. We will see you soon! 

We call upon the burning love of Jesus, who shows us what a difference we can make. May the 

shining light of his love, and the bold example of his life, illuminate our path in the dark places of this 

world, even as the Son brightens our lives by day.  
 

- Opening Prayer: Voice 3, Service of Sending 

 

The Bishop is challenging us this year to create a difference in our communities, state,  

country, and world. What actions will you take to make a difference this year? Perhaps  

in your generosity during the offerings, or in the volume of your singing during worship,  

or even in the helpful gesture of walking with a stranger during the Bishop’s Fit  

Challenge Walk/Run. 

  

While you prepare for Annual Conference, the Worship Planning Team would like to  

invite you into a deliberate time of thoughtfulness and prayer about how you can  

make a difference. During worship, you’ll hear about the ways you can make a  

difference from our many speakers and preachers, and you’ll also hear how we  

can show those around us our burning love of Jesus and unity as God’s family. 



Yield 
  

If you’ve been following the photo-a-day challenge to 

creatively prepare for Annual Conference, then you’ll know 

today’s word is “yield.” It’s a simple word to capture in a photo. 

One must only find an upside-down, red triangle hanging on a 

post at an intersection. “Yield” is typically a warning. But when at 

Annual Conference, we must yield in many other ways. 

 

When we stand at a numbered microphone in the hall, we wait for someone to yield the floor to us. 

In this way, they are surrendering their time to speak so someone else may have a voice. In line for 

coffee we don’t just push our way through the queue, but yield to those waiting in line in front of us. 

When entering the hall for worship, we yield to those processing in so as to not break up the line. 
  

Our most common Christian yield is in the Lord’s Prayer: “thy will be done.” When we yield in prayer, 

we give ourselves up to God’s plan and mercy, and are empowered to do God’s work. How will 

you yield during Annual Conference? Just at a microphone? Only in line for the bathroom? The 

Worship Planning Team would challenge you to look for ways in which you can yield to God’s great 

plan for our Church and family.  

June 6 
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Join hands disciples of the faith 

Whate’er your race may be 

Who serve each other in Christ’s love 

Are surely kin to me 
 

- In Christ There is No East or West, verse 3 

  

John Oxenham, the author of this hymn, began writing “to relieve the tedium of long journeys.” 

Some have thought the text was inspired by Kipling: “Oh, East is East, and West is West, and never 

the twain shall meet.” But it seems to me that this hymn is saying exactly the opposite. Perhaps a bit 

more like Galatians 3:28: “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female, for all of you are one in Christ.” The poet seems to be saying, “No matter 

your lineage, your heritage, your background, your race, your creed, your upbringing, your town or 

city or hamlet, you are ALL one in Christ.” 

  

     How many times during Annual Conference do you find it difficult to feel like 

 “one family?” In our conversations and meetings, sometimes it can be tough 

 to find commonality with those around our state. But I think if we all focus on our 

 common love of God and belief in Jesus and trust in the movement of the Spirit, 

 then it becomes easier to find the ways in which we are one family. For in Christ 

there is no East nor West, South or North, Christian or Jew, slave or free, male or female, 

right or wrong. We are here to serve each other in Christ’s love, and surely that means you are kin  

to me. 



June 8 
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Good people, we are not dismissed. We are not just free to go. Christ sends us! Go home. Make 

welcome the stranger in your midst! Go work. Create spaces of difference, justice, and mercy! Go 

learn. Sharpen the talents God has given you! Go play. Rejoice in the wonder of God’s creation! Go 

in the power of the Spirit to love and serve God. Go to help and heal in all you do.  
 

- Closing Prayer, Service of Sending 2017 

  

This prayer will be said as our final sending at the close of this year’s Annual Conference. However, 

as we prepare our hearts and minds to come to Des Moines, it seems silly to ask you to “go out.” 

Instead, we should be saying, “come in!” With that in mind, I would ask you to consider this prayer as 

you prepare yourselves for our conference: 

  

Good people, we are welcomed here. We are free to come in. Christ opens the door for us! 

Welcome strangers and friends with open arms! Come to work. Together, we will create spaces of 

difference, justice, and mercy! Come to learn. With those around you, sharpen the talents God has 

given you! Come to play. Rejoice in God’s wonderful creation! Come with the power of the Spirit to 

love and serve others. Come to help and heal in all you do here. Amen. 

And now, friends, we, the Worship Planning Team, will see you at Annual Conference. We gather 

together in hopes of not only accomplishing our good and holy work, but to commune,  

worship, pray, and sing together. As you sit through moments of work that may  

challenge your patience or make you feel negativity towards another, please  

take a moment to breathe in then breathe out. God is among us and the  

Spirit is moving. Whether we agree with one another or not, we are one  

body of believers, given the mighty commandment to love one another.  

It is in this love the Worship Planning Team welcomes you to Annual  

Conference, and with the same love we meet you where you are  

and serve with you in worship.  






