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TITLE OR SUBJECT _________________________________________________________________ 

ORIGINAL DRAFTER _________________________________________________________________ 

CHURCH _______________________________ PHONE ________________________________ 

DATE SUBMITTED ________________________  

E-MAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________ 

SUBMITTED THROUGH: 

 ____ LOCAL CHURCH AGENCY 

 ____ DISTRICT AGENCY 

 ____ CONFERENCE AGENCY 

 ____ INDIVIDUAL 

THIS IS A: 

 ____ NEW RESOLUTION 

 ____ RESOLUTION WITHOUT CHANGE 

 ____ AMENDED RESOLUTION 

INSTRUCTIONS: 
1. Resolutions must be typed and double-spaced on one side of the page.  Use multiple pages as 

necessary. 
2. Submit only one resolution subject per form. 
3. Before drafting a resolution, see “Tips for Writing Resolutions” (next page). 
4. Attach a document detailing the history of the resolution.  If this refers to a resolution from a 

prior conference session, cite the prior resolution.  If this amends an existing resolution or is 
substantially the same as a resolution presented to the immediate past conference session but 
not adopted by the session, explain your reasoning for the change and/or resubmission. 

5. New resolutions exceeding 250 words will be returned to the author and may be resubmitted 
when rewritten to comply with the word limit.  

 

RETURN THIS FORM, THE RESOLUTION, AND ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS (IF NEEDED) TO: 

resolutions@iaumc.org  

mailto:resolutions@iaumc.org
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TIPS FOR WRITING RESOLUTIONS 

1. Prior to writing a resolution, check the Index in the current Book of Resolutions to see if there is 
a current, existing resolution on that topic. 

2. If there is a current, existing resolution, consider recommending an amendment to the 
resolution rather than submitting a new resolution.   Do not submit resolutions which duplicate 
or are inconsistent with existing resolutions. 

3. If the proposed resolution amends an existing resolution or is substantially the same as a 
resolution which was offered at the immediate past Annual Conference Session but not 
approved, submit a citation to the existing resolution or the resolution that was not approved 
and explain your reasons for the change or resubmission. 

4. In drafting resolutions, one goal should be to limit the number of resolutions which address a 
specific topic.  This prevents overlapping within the topic and inconsistencies within resolutions 
on the same topic.  Also, it is more persuasive to have a single resolution addressing many 
aspects of the same topic than having multiple resolutions on different aspects of a topic. 

5. Wherever possible, use only one “whereas” clause for each “therefore” clause.  The sequences 
of clauses should be consistent so that the first “whereas” clause provides the basis for the first 
“therefore” clause and continues in this pattern throughout the resolution. 

6. The suggested format: 
a. WHEREAS: ________________, and 
b. WHEREAS: ________________; 
c. THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

i. _______________________; 
ii. _______________________; 

iii. _______________________; and 
iv. _______________________. 

d. FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED: 
i. _______________________; 

ii. _______________________; and 
iii. _______________________. 

7. Avoid use of personal names or specific dates unless they are necessary to the integrity of the 
resolution.   

8. Avoid use of statistics in the “whereas” clauses as much as possible, since statistics can be 
challenged for accuracy.  If statistics are essential to the integrity of the resolution, the source of 
the statistical information should be included. 

9. If the resolution includes quotes from Scripture, proper citation of the specific text and 
translation should be given. 

10. Write the resolution simply and to the point.  This will make the resolution clearer and stronger. 
11. The resolution should expressly state that this (if adopted) is a stated position of the Iowa 

Annual Conference.  No other organizations should be included. 
12. Footnotes documenting sources must be included with the resolution.  Footnotes are not 

included in the 250 word count limit.  
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