
 

DACA and 800,000 Dreamers are Under Imminent Threat 
 
At the end of June, two developments – most notably a letter from 10 Republican Attorneys General 

threatening to sue the President if he doesn’t end DACA by September 5th – have made clear that 

Dreamers are under imminent threat, which would put the nearly 800,000 Dreamers whom the 

program allows to work and live legally in the U.S. at immediate risk of being stripped of their work 

authorization and subject to deportation.  

 

DACA is under immediate, existential threat by those who are undermining the President’s statements 

that he will protect Dreamers. Within the next 60 days, DACA could be gone, putting 800,000 

Dreamers at risk of immediate deportation. We need the President to protect DACA and Dreamers - 

and we need every single Member of Congress and Senator to co-sponsor legislation that would allow 

Dreamers to work and live in the U.S. and demand a vote on the floor of the House and Senate. 

 
BACKGROUND 

● Since taking office, President Trump has kept in place the 2012 Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program, which provides work authorization and affirmative protection from 
deportation for nearly 800,000 Dreamers who have met rigorous criteria, including passing a 
government background check. The President has also repeatedly said he does not wish to do 
harm to Dreamers. 

● However, at the end of June, 10 Republican State Attorneys Generals and the Governor of Idaho 
– led by Texas AG Ken Paxton – signed a letter to the Administration threatening to sue President 
Trump if he did not eliminate the DACA program by September 5th. This directly undermines 
President Trump’s promise, and goes against the will of the Republican voters these AGs 
represent, as recent polling shows that 8 in 10  Republicans support President Trump’s decision to 
keep this program in place. 

○ Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton has for years worked to remove protections for 
Dreamers and DACA recipients. In 2014, the WaPo reported that Paxton's ally, Kansas 
Secretary of State and the Immigration Reform Law Institute's chief lawyer, Kris Kobach, 
had drafted the lawsuit that would become Texas v. U.S.. 

○ Paxton's willingness to collaborate with anti-immigrant groups such as IRLI, who have 
for years worked to rescind DACA and deport Dreamers - beginning with Crane v. 
Napolitano in 2012 - shows just how far Paxton will go to waste taxpayer dollars to 
attack these hardworking young people. 

● Additionally, in late June of 2017, the Supreme Court asked for the Solicitor General’s opinion in 
Brewer v. Arizona Dream Act Coalition (ADAC), in part, asking for the Department of Justice’s 
opinion on the constitutionality of DACA. While this program has repeatedly been reaffirmed in 
the courts, Attorney General Jeff Sessions has consistently questioned the constitutionality of 
DACA. 

○ Recently, AG Sessions said he “welcomed” the states putting pressure on the 
Administration with regard to DACA: “I like that states and localities are holding the 
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federal government to account and expecting us to do our responsibility to the state and 
locals, and that’s to enforce the law.” 

● These actions are without question the greatest threat to DACA since Trump was elected . 
Within the next 60 days, DACA could be gone.  

○ Further, ProPublica has reported that ICE has directed Enforcement and Removal 
Operations (ERO) agents to “take action against all undocumented immigrants 
encountered while on duty.” If DACA protections are removed, every Dreamer will be 
under immediate and constant threat of deportation. 

● The consequences of repealing DACA would be severe and profound: it would eliminate the 
ability of 800,000 of our best and brightest young people to work legally in this country and put 
each and every one of them at immediate risk of deportation from the country they know as their 
home. 

 
Scenarios: How DACA Gets Repealed  

● Trump Administration Refuses to Defend Constitutionality of DACA  
○ 10 State Attorney’s General and a Governor have threatened to sue President Trump if he 

does not eliminate the DACA program by September 5th. The Administration would 
need to defend the constitutionality of DACA in this lawsuit, which AG Jeff Sessions has 
repeatedly questioned. If AG Sessions declines to defend the lawsuit, he would 
essentially be saying the program is unconstitutional, making it nearly impossible for 
DHS to continue to administer. DACA is not a statutory program; rather, it was 
established through Executive Action, which means the Administration can revoke 
DACA at any time. 

○ The Solicitor General could indicate that DACA is unconstitutional in his opinion in 
Brewer v. Arizona Dream Act Coalition (ADAC), which SCOTUS has already requested, 
making it nearly impossible for DHS to continue to administer the program. 

● Courts Strike Down DACA as Unconstitutional 
○ In spite of the fact that the courts have repeatedly upheld the constitutionality of DACA, 

if the State AG lawsuit is filed, a lower court could quickly injoin the entire program, 
halting application renewals or even eliminating current DACA protections. This lawsuit 
would happen under Judge Hanen in a Brownsville District Court, who was the judge that 
put a national injunction in place preventing the DAPA program from ever being 
implemented in the Obama Administration. This could be appealed by DOJ, but in the 
meantime, could result in the revocation of DACA protections and work authorization 
until resolved. Further, we have no way of knowing how higher courts, including 
SCOTUS, would ultimately rule. 

● Trump Administration Terminates DACA 
○ The Administration could capitulate to the demands of the 10 State AGs and terminate 

the program before September 5th, calling on Congress to take action to fix this program 
legislatively. This would would remove DACA protections and work authorization until 
Congress took action, putting every DREAMER at immediate risk for deportation. 

 

2 



 

Topline Points on DACA and Dreamers 
 

● The Trump Administration is on the verge of delivering a body blow to the futures of some 
800,000 young people who live, study, and work in America.  

● 10 Attorneys General are threatening to sue the Trump Administration over DACA, and while 
President Trump has said he doesn’t “wish to do harm to Dreamers,” Attorney General Sessions 
has not committed to defending the program. 

● Further, DHS Secretary John Kelly told members of Congress on July, 12th, that DACA is at risk 
and a DHS spokesman reiterated that “ that if it goes to court it might not survive.”  

● We cannot let them kill DACA. Nearly 90% of Americans from across the country and across the 
political spectrum support Dreamers, including 8 out of 10 Republicans. We need everyone to 
stand up for Dreamers, stand up for common sense, and stand up for the values we hold dear. 

● DACA was initiated in 2012. It has unlocked economic opportunities for the nearly 800,000 
beneficiaries who have come forward, passed background checks, and have been granted 
permission to live and work legally in America. Most have flourished. Many were able to fulfill 
their dreams of attending and completing college. Those not in school are working legally and 
paying taxes, providing for their families, opening bank accounts, and even buying homes.  

  
DACA works; killing it doesn’t 
  

● DACA recipients are upstanding members of our communities who came to this country as 
children. Everyone in the program has passed an extensive background check, paid a fee, and is a 
student or servicemember, or has a job. 

● Removing 800,000 people from the workforce will cost $433.4 billion in GDP loss over a decade. 
It will cost employers $3.4 billion in unnecessary turnover costs. Contributions to Medicare and 
Social Security will be cut by $24.6 billion over a decade. Some 6% of DACA recipients have 
launched businesses that employ American citizens. Almost 55 percent of DACA recipients have 
purchased a vehicle, and more than one in ten have purchased their first home. (Report) 

● DACA enjoys the support of employers, universities, educators, community leaders, and elected 
officials from both parties. Even President Trump, when asked about those with DACA, has said 
"They shouldn't be very worried. I do have a big heart. We're going to take care of everybody.” 

● DACA recipients have undergone extensive background checks and given the Department of 
Homeland Security extensive information about their families. Killing DACA will not only 
expose young people to economic hardship and dashed futures, but expose their entire families to 
the threat of deportation.  

 
Upholding DACA is a Test of Our Shared American Values 

● Welcoming immigrants and refugees is a defining feature of who we are as Americans, and we 
are a stronger and more prosperous nation because of it. Immigrants start companies, serve in our 
military, put food on our table, build homes and skyscrapers, care for children and the elderly, 
advance our technology, and enrich the arts and culture. Immigrants are strong, resilient people 
who strengthen our nation. 
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We need action right now from the President and Congress to Save DACA -. 

● DACA has been up and running for five years. It has been tested, and has survived in the courts. 
It enjoys broad support from the public because they see the incredible contributions of these 
800,000 Dreamers - and Americans understand that these hardworking young people deserve a 
permanent solution. 

● Congress must take immediate action to permanently protect these incredible young people who 
are already contributing to our communities and our economy. Every Member who stands with 
Dreamers must cosponsor legislation that would allow Dreamers to work and live in the United 
States. We cannot afford mere posturing or vague comments: nearly 800,000 Dreamers are at 
immediate risk of deportation. 

● In the meantime, President Trump must also take action to reaffirm his commitment to Dreamers, 
and guarantee that Dreamers will continue to be able to work and live in the U.S. by keeping this 
program in place. He should make clear that despite efforts by these 10 Attorneys General to 
undermine his previous statements, he will not put 800,000 Dreamers up for immediate 
deportation or force Dreamers out of their jobs. 
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