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The Right Thing to Do

One of the places where I learned to give thanks was Stratford Avenue School in 

Garden City, New York .  Miss Streeter taught one of the Kindergarten classes .  I 

enjoyed being in her class probably about as much as any of my K-6 years there .  She 

helped us to learn to appreciate each other and appreciate ourselves . . .as much as any 

4 year-old could grasp such profound lessons .  It was more than the automatic “please 

and thank you” that any well-mannered child includes in conversation .  It wasn’t an 

affect.  It was simply who we were in the first floor, west wing classroom in that brick 

elementary school .  

Like most of us who grew up in the late 1950’s and into the turbulent decade of the 

‘60’s, the fall brought on impressing maple leaves onto pieces of clay, painting it, and 

having it fired in the kiln to be able to bring home a special candy dish.  Hand tracings 

were magically converted into turkeys, with the addition of some glue, colorful 

feathers, and glitter .  (The glue and glitter in mass quantities, of course!) . 

And the Thanksgiving pageant was the highlight of the first half of the year. We walked 

into the gym singing, “Come, Ye Thankful People Come .”  Miss Streeter patiently 

invested weeks helping us to remember the words of the first verse and catching the 

tune . . .and when we got it she was so excited!  We processed in a long line, cradling our 

cans of corn, peas, and chicken noodle soup .  One can at a time the mound grew .  Mr . 

Trott told us that our “offerings will help boys and girls just like you, except that they go 

to bed hungry every night .  They thank you very much .”

I’m still thankful to have had Miss Streeter as my Kindergarten teacher .  She looked 

after us, encouraged us, and made us feel special .  I’m still thankful that Mr . Trott was 

our Principal, someone who innately sensed the potential in each one of us .

This issue of the REPORTER is all about thanksgiving . From the Ingathering that 

makes a difference locally and across the world, to appreciation for a “God-powerful 

experience” at our camps, to a 5k run sponsored by an emerging congregation that 

supports ministry to homeless youth, to an ELL program that “changes lives,” to the 

ministry of a new Superintendent, to a heartfelt appreciation of a more open church 

that truly expresses God’s love . . .there are many ways to give thanks . . .for, indeed, it’s the 

right thing to do!  

Dr . Art McClanahan 

Director of Communications

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
mailto:bishop%40iaumc.org?subject=
mailto:amcclanahan%40iaumc.org?subject=
mailto:liz.winders%40iaumc.org?subject=
mailto:jill.stanton%40iaumc.org?subject=
www.iaumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/IowaAnnualConference
https://twitter.com/IowaConference?edit=true
http://www.iaumc.org/news
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EPISCOPAL OFFICE
A Message From the

Rev Karen Dungan

Making a Difference Through the 
Love of Jesus Christ

In the congregation where I worship, we work all year 

long preparing kits for the Ingathering .  The kits for the 

November 7th Ingathering are being checked to make sure 

they are all complete .  As soon as they have been delivered, 

the people who coordinate the effort will immediately begin 

preparing for Ingathering 2016 .  They work year-round to 

make a difference in the lives of others .

Currently, all of our conference agencies are preparing for Annual Conference 2016 .  

They are working on the ministry plans that our Annual Conference Session approved in 

2014 .  While they prepare plans for 2017, they will begin ministry plans approved at this 

year’s session .  This ongoing cycle of planning and doing is all about making a difference 

in the lives of others .

 Conference leaders are collaborating to provide support for five faith communities: 

the Sudanese in the Des Moines metro; the African National Ministry at Cedar Rapids, 

St . Paul’s; a Hispanic Ministry church start in Council Bluffs; Thrive in the West Des 

Moines metro area; and People of God, the Hispanic ministry in Osceola .  These efforts 

already make a difference in people’s lives; we want these communities to develop into 

congregations that have a lasting presence where they are planted, so that they can 

continue to reach people for Christ .

All of these efforts, as well as others described in this issue, are about demonstrating 

the love of Christ by working to strengthen our communities and to assist people in 

their times of need, and they are about offering the love and invitation of Christ in the 

relationships we build and the ministries we initiate .  

My prayer is that we will continue to listen to the leading of the Holy Spirit and trust God 

for the fruit .

Grace and peace,

Karen
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On November 7th Iowa celebrates the 36th year 

of the Thanksgiving Ingathering . What began as 

a casual conversation between Art Richardson 

and Bill Applegate about why there was so much 

hunger and poverty around the world while many 

were living in luxury, has resulted in millions 

of dollars in cash and in-kind gifts given by the 

people of the United Methodist Church of Iowa . 

From that conversation over 35 years ago, a 

committee was chosen to plan a day giving people 

the opportunity to share their 

abundance . It was named the 

Bishop’s Ingathering .

The first Ingathering was held 

on November 1, 1980, on the 

campus at Westmar College 

in LeMars, Iowa with people 

bringing blankets, kits, animals, 

and corn .  More than 300 clergy 

and laity attended the first event 

and they raised $44,882 in gifts 

that supported the Church 

Celebrate 36 Years of Giving at the

Thanksgiving Ingathering
World Service, Heifer Project International, 

Self-Help Tractor, United Methodist Committee 

on Relief, Iowa Hunger Task Force, and Goodwill 

Industries .

Bishop Wayne K . Clymer and then Conference 

Lay Leader Don Ridenour, shared in the day’s 

activities at the first celebration. They were 

pleased how all members of the Iowa’s United 

Methodist Church could be involved and it was 

decided to plan a similar event the following 

year . By 1982, more sites were added and it was 

renamed the Thanksgiving Ingathering . 

Soon craft items, bake sales and quilt auctions 

were added so participants could purchase items 

during the day .  Guest speakers, and missionaries 

were invited to inform people of the mission work 

of the United Methodist Church . The Ingathering 

celebration continues today to be filled with 

loading, unloading, sorting and tallying . Iowa’s 

United Methodist youth participants have been 

an invaluable help every year unloading the 

donations, sorting and reloading them again . 

Bishop Job expressed it so well by saying, “Even 

today the mighty voice of God cries out . Unbind 

him and set him free .” 

Those words continue to be true each year as 

people bring their gifts and share in worship and 

praise . The stories are heart-warming to hear—

when the sea container arrives in Nigeria, the 

school kit is received by a child in another part 

of the world and families are helped after their 

possessions have been wash away by a flood.

This year the goal is to increase giving and raise 

$1 .6 million dollars in cash and in-kind gifts to 

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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Celebrate 36 Years of Giving at the

support projects very similar to the first year—including the United Methodist 

Committee on Relief, Church World Service, Self-Help International, and the 

Heifer Project International

The Thanksgiving Ingathering is a Task Force and an “extension” ministry of the 

Conference Board of Laity . Membership of the Task Force is made up of Chairs 

and Coordinators, District Ingathering Representatives, Ingathering Site Chairs, 

Project representatives, Conference Council on Ministries staff, and members 

at large . 

The Task Force oversees and guides each of the five Thanksgiving Ingathering 

sites located at the Western Iowa Tech Convention Center, Cherokee;  

Asbury UMC, Webster City; First UMC, Cedar Falls; Greenfield UMC, 

Greenfield; and Iowa Wesleyan College, Mt. Pleasant.  Learn More—Click Here!

From the Chairs
Gaylen and I became involved with missions over 30 years ago . As our children grew older and started their own lives, we felt we could give more of our time and that is when we became active in the Thanksgiving Ingathering 17 years ago . We have felt so blessed by the opportunity to play an important role in this mission . It has become a passion of ours and as we step down as Coordinators/Chairs after this year, we will remain active at the Northwest/Cherokee site . 

Knowing how many lives all over the world are touched by the Thanksgiving Ingathering is very humbling to us and encourages us to continue to be the hands and feet of Jesus in any way we can .
Matthew 25:40 says it well: Jesus says, “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me .” Also, 1 John 3: “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother  or sister in need and yet refuses help? Little children, let us love, not in word  or speech, but in truth and action .”

Saturday, November 7th, will be a busy but very exciting day, filled with  God’s blessings for all the effort put into it and bountiful blessings for the  people around the world who will receive it . Our hope is for others to get  involved in this important mission, Thanksgiving Ingathering, and share  the love of God in truth and action!
Ranee and Gaylen Goettsch 
Thanksgiving Ingathering Iowa Coordinators/Chairs

Projects Supported by 
the Ingathering

• Church World Service

• Heifer Project 
International

• Self-Help International

• Iowa-Nigeria 
Partnership

• Umcor Depot 

• Personal Energy 
Transportation

• District Hunger 
Related Agencies
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Summer Camp —
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A God-Powerful Experience
By Courtney Glienke

Summer camp . 

Those two words can trigger memories for 

anyone who has ever experienced it . Camp 

means making friends that become family, facing 

challenges in a safe environment and meeting 

God in the wonders of Creation .  2,523 campers 

experienced all of this and more this summer at 

one of Iowa’s three United Methodist Camp and 

Retreat Centers .

“I was so impressed this summer at how our 

programming went at each of our Iowa United 

Methodist Camps,” said Rev . David Hobbs, 

Leadership Development Minister for Camping 

and Christian Formation . “The youth and families 

that came to experience camp really were 

impacted in so many ways for Christ, and I think 

a big part of this was the Christian care and 

guidance that our staff gave to each and every 

person . It really was an incredible summer .”

From classic camp activities like canoeing and 

horseback riding, to cutting-edge programming 

like go-karts and caving, there is an activity for 

everyone at an Iowa United Methodist Camp . 

Through all of these activities, faith-building and 

safety is of highest importance .

“Our goals are simple,” said Bryan Johnson, Site 

Director of Lake Okoboji Camp and Retreat 

Center in Spirit Lake . “To help campers feel safe, 

secure and loved; to help them make new friends 

and to share and learn about Jesus Christ .”

Ann Brehm, Assistant Director of Pictured Rocks 

Camp and Retreat Center in Monticello, added 

that the staff is a key component to creating an 

environment where growth can happen .

“We value every child who comes to camp and do 

our best to provide the best experience we can for 

them,” said Brehm . “We have been blessed with 

wonderful summer staff members over the years 

and a dedicated full-time staff which are the key 

to accomplishing that mission .”

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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Rachel, a long-time camper at Wesley Woods in 

Indianola, witnessed the caring and dedication 

from the camp staff first-hand. 

“Everything at church camp is awesome because 

of the special people who work there and the 

amazing kids who show up every year,” she said .  

“I feel very connected to my faith at Wesley 

Woods because of things like Chapel, which is 

probably my favorite . Being out in nature just 

makes me feel closer to God .”

Parents Notice Affect on Life and Faith

“She has made new friends there and comes home 

with wonderful memories and stories each year,” 

her mother Linda said . “The counselors create a 

safe place for her to talk about her faith and to 

ask questions, but also keep everyone busy with 

lots of fun activities . It has been a very positive 

experience and she’s already looking forward to 

going back next summer!”

“The success or failure of what we do in camp and 

retreat ministry is tied to the ability [of our staff] 

to build community and relationships with the 

campers,” said Deke Rider, Site Director at Wesley 

Woods Camp and Retreat Center .

According to a survey conducted by Wesley 

Woods, 76 percent of campers said they would 

someday like to be a camp counselor, and Rachel 

is one of those campers .

“I plan on being a Junior Staff volunteer at  

Wesley Woods next year not only to continue 

to grow in my faith, but to help others grow in 

theirs,” she said .

Rachel is just one of many campers who continue 

to grow through camp as Junior Staff volunteers, 

and then apply to become camp counselors . 

Others discover camp later in life through friends 

at college or even just searching online for United 

Methodist summer camps . Many seek 

a summer experience where they can 

share and learn together about the 

Christian faith .

“I got to be surrounded by a 

Christian community whose 

whole purpose was to care about 

children like God loves us,” said 

Emily, a camp counselor at 

Pictured Rocks . “As a staff we 

got to know the campers, we 

saw them empower each other 

and learn about God in new ways . 

That was the highlight of my 

summer .”

While another summer 

of camp has come to 

a close, the seeds 

of faith that were 

planted will 

continue to grow 

in each camper, volunteer and staff 

member that had the opportunity to be a 

part of this empowering experience .

“The excitement of sleeping under the 

stars, or the pure joy of accomplishing 

something that may not have seemed 

possible at first are unmatched,” said 

Cassie Leitzen, Program Director at 

Pictured Rocks. “These are confidence 

and faith building moments that each 

camper and staff member will take with 

them . Even though they have left camp, 

camp doesn’t leave them .”

“The 
excitement 
of sleeping 

under the 
stars,  

or the 
pure joy of 

accomplishing 
something 

that may not 
have seemed 

possible 
at first are 

unmatched.”
The 2016 catalog will be mailed in 
January. Watch for more information 
about online registration. If you 
would like to be on the Camps mailing 
list just email camps@iaumc.org.

mailto:camps%40iaumc.org?subject=
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Three hundred runners and walkers made their 

way around a 5k (3 .3 mile) course in West Des 

Moines to help homeless youth in the Greater 

Des Moines area .  The Food Truck 5k was also an 

opportunity to gather a community on a picture-

perfect early fall afternoon .

Rev . Jennifer Hibben, one of Thrive’s pastors, 

told the crowd, “We’re out here doing a great 

fun 5k to benefit the community, to benefit the 

Iowa Homeless Youth Centers, and to give these 

awesome food trucks a great venue to serve their 

specialties .”

Rev . Jeremy Poland, founding pastor of the Thrive 

community, said, “Our team has been absolutely 

amazing – consistently!”  They spread the word 

and made this one of the top three biggest 5k’s 

in Des Moines in the last 5 years .  We’re really 

excited about that!”

The first-of-its-kind event for Thrive was held 

at the West Des Moines Aquatic Center and on 

nearby streets .  The race starter’s horn went off at 

exactly 5:00 pm .  “We had some tough competition 

out there,” Hibben noted . “They were anxious to 

get off the starting line .”  Though it wasn’t a timed 

race, “we had a few prizes for the top finishers,” 

she added .

Rev . Poland described mission as a key component 

of the Thrive experience .  In particular, Iowa 

Homeless Youth Center was chosen because “the 

mission and ministry of what they do overlays 

with us .  We related to them .”  He went on to draw 

a parallel – “We’re a new church – we don’t have 

a home, ourselves…we’re struggling to make it 

by .”  Poland wanted it known that the IHYC “team 

and their leadership have been really awesome to 

work with .”

Toby O’Berry, Iowa Home Youth Center’s director, 

was at the Food Truck 5k .  He told the runners 

and walkers poised at the starting line that IHYC 

Thrive UMC 5K
Gathers Community, Helps Homeless Youth
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SEE more 
photos 
from the 
Food 
Truck 5K.

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums/72157659185167886
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“works with transition age homeless youth from 

ages 16-22 and up to 25 if they’re parenting or 

they’re pregnant .  Our goal is to step in like a 

positive adult would do .  “Sadly,” O’Berry pointed 

out, “the people who come to us don’t have that 

positive role model .”  

Iowa Homeless Youth Centers help “kids to get 

back on their feet, providing them shelter and 

housing,” O’Berry said .  “We work with them on 

education and employment goals so that they can 

transition on to become a successful independent 

adult in our community .”

Emma Christianson, IHYC’s Development 

Coordinator, added, “It really means a lot for us” 

to be a part of Thrive UMC’s first Food Truck 5k.  

IHYC was grateful “to receive the goodness of 

Thrive to help us to promote our cause and to put 

out more awareness of what we do .”

More than a dozen of Des Moines’ food trucks 

were positioned on the Aquatic Center’s grounds, 

offering up salads, tacos, specialty sandwiches, 

vegan offerings, Korean barbecue, and beverages 

to the runners and hundreds of family members 

and friends who came to cheer on the runners and 

walkers .

Rev . Jen Hibben probably summed it up best – 

“This was fun for everybody .”

Click here to learn more about Thrive

http://www.thriveumc.org
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“I started to learn English when I came 

to this country,” says Merced Cruz . “But 

then after I have my children, I couldn’t 

go anyplace because no one provided 

childcare. This church was the first place 

that offered that, so that was magnificent 

for me .”

Merced was one of a few people who 

participated in the ESL (English as a 

Second Language) program at Trinity 

United Methodist Church in Des Moines 

back when it first began. But for various 

reasons, the others gradually dropped out 

until it was just Merced – and her teacher, 

Doris Knight .

“Sometimes I got so tired from my job, 

because I just had time to go home, pick 

up my children, make dinner for them, 

eat, and come here,” explains Merced . “So 

sometimes I’d feel like ‘Oh my God, I don’t 

want to go anywhere now .’ But I thought, 

‘No, Doris is there for me .’” 

Doris Knight concedes that she knew a 

little bit of Spanish, but that’s not really 

why she began teaching in the program . 

“I just love the people . I was just attracted 

to the people . It was a wonderful 

opportunity to visit with them and to get 

acquainted with them, and get to know 

them .”

An ELL Success Story Is Born

But what was once a class that consisted of 

just two committed people has blossomed 

into a thriving community program years 

later . Today, Trinity has an ELL (English 

Language Learner) program that involves 

some 200 people .

Wendy Vazquez, who served as the 

program’s coordinator from 2009 until 

2014, helped build it into what it is today . 

“Trinity is a small church that is doing a 

huge amount of things . So when I came in, 

I knew that I was going to need to pick up 

a job,” she laughs . “They needed a director 

of their ELL program or a teacher . I said, 

‘Well I can’t teach, so I’ll be the coordinator 

then .’ I had no experience in it and no idea 

how to do it . But I loved it that my church 

would have the faith that God would give 

me what I needed to do the job, and that’s 

what happened .”

Although she admits to being “as 

disorganized as it gets,” Wendy’s love 

and concern for everyone involved in the 

program is what made her a successful 

coordinator . “People can feel that I really 

Changes Lives
Trinity’s ELL Program

Click here to learn 

more about Trinity 

United Methodist 

Church in  

Des Moines.

Trinity United Methodist 
Church—Des Moines

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://www.trinityumcdm.org
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care, and that I care about justice for them, 

I care about their issues . I think that helped 

create a sense of community among our 

students, which is one of the main things 

that they really need to feel that people in 

our community, in the United States, care 

about them when they are rejected by so 

many other people .”

Learning the Basics

A far cry from the dedicated twosome of 

the program’s earliest incarnation, if you 

walk into Trinity’s Basic ELL classroom 

today, you will find about 25 students hard 

at work . “There would be some who could 

not write, but they were there because 

they were determined that they were 

going to learn something, just by being 

here,” reports Wendy, describing a typical 

day in the Basic class when she served 

as coordinator . “There would be others 

who were helping the students who were 

very, very new . There would be a lot of 

volunteers walking around trying to see 

who was struggling the most .” 

In this class, students focus on common 

conversational phrases, vocabulary, and 

practical knowledge . “They need to learn 

the basics of money, of directions, of what 

kind of store sells what . All that kind of 

stuff,” says Wendy . “The other classrooms 

are a lot smaller . Most of those students 

have been with us for several years and 

know our program and know our teachers, 

and they’re here just as much for the 

community that has built up over the years 

as for anything else .” 

Teachers, Students, and Community

“There’s a want and a need and a love for 

this program . People are just excited for it 

to keep going,” observes Veronica Stafford, 

a new teacher who has been with the 

program for a month now . “I think some 

of the teachers have been here six, seven 

years – every year, consistently .”

Veronica just took part in a new teacher 

training orientation to help her get better 

acclimated to Trinity’s ELL world . “It was a 

mix of really experienced teachers, brand 

new people, and one former student who 

came to teach for the very first time and 

was very excited to get involved . People 

have a lot of knowledge and experience to 

share .”

Wendy emphasizes that some of the 

most meaningful things the ELL teachers 

do is help integrate the students into 

the community . “One teacher took her 

students on the bus, so that they could 

learn how to use the bus . Because a lot 

of our students do not have a driver’s 

license,” she says . “Another member of 

our community works at the library, so he 

would always take our students over to the 

library and show them the ELL resources .”

“It’s all of the interactions outside of 

the classrooms that are so important,” 

Veronica confirms. 

Read More Online—Click Here! 

“People are just 
excited for it to 

keep going.”

Trinity has much to offer 
the community but needs 

help to maintain its 
building . The Red Door 

campaign is not about 
a perfect paint job on 

the famous red doors, 
but cultivating hope and 

making progress in a 
community engulfed in 

struggle . 
Make a difference— 

donate today!

Trinity’s  
Red Door Campaign

http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/2258996
http://reddoorcampaign.com
http://reddoorcampaign.com
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“We’re thinking about how we connect 

leadership, especially navigating 

leadership in a changing time with mission, 

and the distinctly changing mission field 

that most churches and communities are,” 

says Bishop Kenneth H . Carter, Jr .  The 

episcopal leader of the Florida annual 

conference was the keynote speaker 

and preacher for the fall 2015 gathering 

of the Order of Elders, Deacons, and 

Fellowship of Local Pastors . “And then the 

conversation around human sexuality, 

which is a conversation about people, but 

also a conversation about how we use 

the resources of our faith and tradition . I 

was very grateful for the way that people 

stayed with that conversation .”

At the meeting, the bishop spoke of the 

polarities that often prevent us from 

acknowledging how truly complex people’s 

lives really are . “I believe they’re more 

nuanced than the binaries, which are the 

default lines of our politics and our affinity 

groups . It takes some courage on the part 

of people to walk across one of those lines, 

to try to find what is good in the other 

person, from either perspective . That calls 

for some maturity and some risk, but I 

think it’s a part of living in covenant with 

other clergy,” he says .

Building and strengthening the unity of 

the church was a subject on the bishop’s 

mind as he addressed the diverse group 

at the gathering . “People are passionate 

about grace as they perceive it or truth as 

they perceive it – they want to put those 

actually in opposition to each other . We 

don’t find so many people who are 

passionate about unity,” explains 

Bishop Carter . 

“And it is the body of Christ that 

allows us to experience grace . It 

is the body of Christ that leads us 

into the deeper truth . Even in John 

17, those chapters where Jesus 

prays the church might be one, is 

prefaced by his teaching a little 

earlier that the Holy Spirit will lead us into 

all the truth . So it’s not possible to have a 

disembodied grace or truth apart from the 

community .”

The bishop believes 

that the well-

known parable of 

the wheat and the 

tares has something 

to teach us about 

the nature of 

unity . “Our human 

impulse from the first Christian century 

was to uproot what we perceive to be the 

weeds, so that the garden would be a kind 

of idealized, purified form of wheat. And 

Jesus discouraged that,” he notes . 

“Jesus actually urged the disciples and 

us to allow the wheat and the weeds, 

which is the imperfections within each of 

us and also the imperfections within our 

communities, to actually co-exist together . 

Because in seeking to uproot what we see 

as evil or imperfect in the other, we do 

harm to the community and to the other .”

Read More Online—Click Here! 

An Interview with 

    Bishop Kenneth H. Carter

LISTEN To the audio 
interview with Bishop 
Carter.

LISTEN to Bishop Carter’s 
sermon, “Created in the 
Image of God”.

LISTEN to Bishop Carter’s 
morning presentation, 
based on Acts 15 and 
Matthew 13.

LISTEN to Bishop Carter’s 
afternoon presentation, 
“Our Doctrine of Grace in 
Relation to Welcoming the 
LGBT community”. 

SEE a gallery of photos 
from the day.

Bishop Kenneth H. Carter, Jr.

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/2165731
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/2165717
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/2164526
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/2164540
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/2165453
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums/72157658707447871
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“Spirituality in Retirement” was the focus 

of the Fall 2015 Gathering of Retired 

Clergy and Spouses .  The event, which 

was held at New Hope United Methodist 

Church, Des Moines, featured a keynote 

presentation by Dr . Mary Fraser, the Iowa 

Conference’s Director of Pastoral Care .

Rev . Bill Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for 

Administration, kicked off the day offering 

his personal welcome as well as extending 

greetings from Bishop Julius C . Trimble 

who is currently away on renewal leave .

Worship, which was led by Dr . Fraser, 

included Holy Communion, served at each 

of by tables by one person to another .  

Words of assurance were offered to the 

retirees and their spouses…“You can look 

behind . You can search ahead . God will 

meet you in between . God promises to 

always be right there . If you believe this to 

be so, if you believe God is between here 

and there between me and you, share that 

peace in all you do .”

Dr . Fraser invited the group 

to consider what it means to 

be “Growing in the Likeness 

of Christ .”  She likened life’s 

journey to one she took 

along the Appalachian Trail .  

Members of her group 

loaded their own backpacks 

with what they thought 

would be essential for the 

journey.  At their first place 

of rest along the trail their 

guide told them to empty 

their backpacks .  The guide collected non-

essential items from each, to the dismay 

of the hikers who thought that everything 

was necessary .  Though the guide told 

them that they would be thankful at the 

end of the trek they grumbled at the 

thinning out .  Yet, when they arrived at the 

end of their journey they’d discovered that 

what they were given back wasn’t really 

needed at all .  And, just so, in life, “we often 

carry around things that we don’t need to 

be bringing with us,” Dr . Fraser said .  She 

encouraged the retirees and spouses to 

focus on what was most important to bring 

on their trek through life .

Table discussions focused on a number of 

questions such as: “What did you find most 

helpful from your years of full time service 

in going into retirement;” “How have you 

met God in retirement;” What does it 

mean to you to shed/what seems essential 

to you;” and “What did you used to do 

in your life, perhaps we  you were much 

younger, that you could do again now?”

Read More Online—Click Here! 

Fall Retirees Gathering

Focuses on Spirituality

SEE a gallery of photos 
from the Fall Retirees 
Gathering.

Dr. Mary Fraser

http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/2262011
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums/72157658847624409
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Rev . Kiboko I . Kiboko was welcomed as the 

new Conference Superintendent for the 

East Central District in a worship service 

on Sunday, September 27 .  With prayer 

and music nearly two hundred people 

gathered in the sanctuary of Marion First 

United Methodist Church to mark the 

beginning of a new ministry .

Common commitment was expressed 

through the opening prayer – “Eternal 

God, by your grace you have set us 

together in your Church…Grant your 

continuing grace, we p[ray, to all who 

exercise leadership in your Church that 

they may with diligence and faithfulness 

fulfill their various ministries; and grant 

that we, your people, may follow them 

where you lead and minister faithfully in 

the world .”

Rev . William Poland, Assistant to the 

Bishop for Administration, brought 

greetings from Bishop Julius C . Trimble, 

who is on renewal leave until November 

1, 2015 . “I can share with you that the 

decision to appoint a superintendent 

to the East Central District has been 

a very prayerful one,” Rev . Poland 

said .  He went on to reveal that Bishop 

Trimble had solicited input from the 

Appointive Cabinet, District Committee 

on Superintendency and Field Outreach 

Ministry, and others throughout the 

Annual Conference .  Other factors 

for the appointment included the 

requisite that the “Superintendent 

for the East Central District needed 

to have a missional mindset and an 

international understanding .”  In addition, 

the Superintendent needed to have 

“experience in different sized churches 

and settings as well as the ability to draw 

people together and to help see and 

discern a common vision for ministry 

together .”

    Click here to watch the announcement.

After describing the essential 

characteristics of the new East Central 

Superintendent, Rev . Poland announced, 

“After much much prayer Bishop Julius 

Trimble has appointed the Rev . Kiboko I . 

Kiboko to be your Superintendent .” As one, 

the congregation rose in a standing ovation 

to welcome its new ministry leader .

Brenda Taylor represented the District 

Ministry Team Support Committee leading 

the Covenant Service .  Rev . Kiboko was 

asked to affirm that he had been “appointed 

to be among us for the ministry of Word 

and Sacrament; and called to a special 

ministry of supervision and leadership…

to guard the faith, to seek the unity, and to 

exercise the discipline of the Church, and 

East Central District 

Welcomes New Superintendent

Rev. Kiboko I. Kiboko

“Draw us together 
in one spirit, that 

each of us may use 
our differing gifts 

as members of one 
body…may we be 

one in service to 
others.”

Kiboko’s family singing during the sermon.

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
https://vimeo.com/140699381
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to supervise and support the Church’s life, 

work, and mission .”

In return, the people gathered in Marion 

First UMC’s sanctuary declared, “We 

welcome you…we celebrate your 

appointment to the East Central District…

we affirm your leadership…we pledge to 

you our support in our mutual ministry .”

Dr . Jill Sanders, East Central’s Field 

Outreach Minister, led a presentation of 

the Signs of the District Superintendency, 

which included a Bible, water representing 

baptism, bread and cup representing 

communion, the United Methodist Book of 

Hymns and Book of Worship, a towel and 

basin symbolizing service, a stole as a sign 

of being a pastor, the Book of Discipline to 

strengthen denominational connections, 

and a basket of food representing mission 

to the world .

The Asbury UMC French Praise and 

Worship Band, Mark and Pastor Alexis 

Johnson, and Marion First United 

Methodist Church’s organist – Diane Beach, 

provided music for the afternoon .

Rev . Kiboko’s sermon, entitled, “Josh and 

Bridges,” was highlighted by a spontaneous 

a capella musical offering .  

As it began, the service, which included 

Holy Communion, drew to a close with a 

prayerful request to “Draw us together 

in one spirit, that each of us may use our 

differing gifts as members of one body…

may we be one in service to others .”

Click here to see a 

gallery of images of the 

Celebration Service.

Click here to watch 

Rev. Kiboko’s sermon.

Prayer and blessing for district ministry team.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums/72157656945759094 
https://vimeo.com/140882874
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“At the heart of General 

Conference, our purpose is to 

continue to discuss the mission 

and ministry of the church 

moving forward, to assess some 

of the things that we’ve been 

about in the previous four years, 

and to identify what we’re going 

to do for the next four,” explains 

Phil Carver .

For over 30 years, Phil has been 

a part of nearly every General 

Conference of The United Methodist 

Church . For the next one, meeting at 

the Oregon Convention Center in May 

2016, he has been elected by the Iowa 

Conference to head its delegation, a group 

that he feels represents the people of Iowa 

well .

Life at the Conference

“We’ve been fairly attentive over the 

years, at least in my experience, of looking 

to include a variety of voices, a variety of 

experiences in electing our delegation,” 

observes Phil . “I think that’s one of the 

reasons that I was elected as a young adult 

in 1984 . Even though I was a relatively 

unknown person at that point, I think 

there was an interest in making sure that 

younger voices were also a part of the 

delegation .” 

Over the years, he has seen a number of 

changes in the General Conference, with 

one of the most significant being the move 

from voting by raising hands or standing 

up to electronic voting . “That whole shift 

has been quite dramatic,” he reports . “We 

can now do several votes in the amount 

of time that it would have typically have 

taken to do a standing count .”

The practical business of the Conference 

is important, of course, but Phil notes 

that it’s the personal connections he’s 

made with people that have made the 

biggest impact on him . “It’s become sort 

of a reunion when we can get a chance 

to be together,” he says . He also loves the 

worship experience there . “It’s always 

very high quality and it’s an inspiration 

to be a part of that kind of a faithful body 

of people singing some of the grand old 

hymns and some of the contemporary 

stuff, too .”

Getting to Know the Delegates

Next year, members of this newest 

delegation will get to join Phil in making 

friends and memories at General 

Conference . “We have seasoned people 

who have been to several General 

Conferences and others who are going for 

the very first time,” he says of the group. 

“We’ve calendared several meetings – 

a couple this fall and a couple later in 

spring – to prepare ourselves, both to get 

acquainted with each other and to pray 

together and to study the topics of the 

legislation .” 

The printed material about the legislation 

that’s going to be discussed at General 

Conference won’t likely be available 

until early next year, so for now they’re 

concentrating on other matters . “This 

Looking Ahead to the

2016 General Conference

“I’m hopeful that 
our work and 

our discussions 
will be always 

reminding us of 
the way God is 
calling us forth 

into that kind 
of engagement 

with our 
community and 

our world.”

Phil Carver

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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fall we’re spending most of our time just 

kind of helping people understand the role 

of delegates, what their responsibilities 

are, and answering questions about 

preparations, how you make plans for 

housing and travel and that sort of thing .”

Just getting to know their fellow delegates 

is very important, and something they 

really focused on in their first meeting. “As 

you might imagine, with 30 some people 

gathered in one room, it took quite awhile 

for us to introduce ourselves, even briefly, 

but it helped us get a sense of the diversity 

of people who were there, some of our 

passions, concerns, and to recognize that 

we have people that represent a variety 

of perspectives, a variety of experiences 

throughout the Iowa conference .”  

Taking on the Issues

However, the delegates will eventually 

need to dig into some serious stuff and 

it won’t be easy . “The days are long, the 

reading and preparation beforehand is 

quite intense,” Phil acknowledges . “Part of 

our function as a delegation is to support 

one another in that preparation and during 

the course of the General Conference 

itself . So, for instance, each of us on the 

General Conference delegation is assigned 

a legislative committee .” 

He continues, “And, fortunately, with our 

delegation we have one person on each 

of those committees . We’re asking each 

person who’s on the delegation to be the 

person who helps to orient all the rest of us 

on the primary issues within that legislative 

section, so we can rely on each other . Even 

if we’re not able to study everything deeply, 

we have assurance that others on the 

delegation will have more knowledge .”

There will certainly be plenty for the 

delegates to study up on in preparation for 

2016, ranging from budgetary concerns 

to programming proposals to the need 

for the church to be more attentive to 

congregations worldwide . “We have a 

number of issues around restructuring, 

particularly given the global nature of the 

church,” Phil says . 

“I’m hopeful that our work and our 

discussions will be always reminding us 

of the way God is calling us forth into that 

kind of engagement with our community 

and our world .”

Keeping Everyone Involved

To help people at home to be more 

involved in the Iowa delegation’s efforts 

and progress, there is a website to visit . 

There you can get updates on their 

activities and their preparation, and also 

find out about some of the legislative 

issues that they’re sorting through .

And how can you help the delegation out? 

“We would certainly invite everyone to be 

a part of our prayer support team,” says 

Phil, “to just keep us and the whole church 

in our prayers as we move forward .”  

“...keep us and 
the whole 
church in our 
prayers as we 
move forward.”

Back row: Phil Carver, Barrie Tritle, Lilian 

Gallo Seagren, Tom Shinkle,  

Brian Milford, Craig Scott

Front row: Diane Wasson Eberhart, 

Darcy Rubenking, Norma Morrison,  

Katie Dawson, John Rothlisberger

Not pictured: Becky Heeren

Click here for 

information about 

the 2016 General 

Conference.

https://iaumcdelegation.wordpress.com
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/general-conference-2016


18     THE REPORTER | OCTOBER 2015 Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

From the UMC National News ...
Trending local: the growing role of local pastors
Local pastors — non-ordained, and in most cases without a seminary degree — are 
growing in number and taking on more roles in The United Methodist Church . 

Read More!

Church in Liberia calls for prayer, fasting to calm violence
In the wake of street violence and a series of gruesome deaths, The United Methodist 
Church led a call for a day of fasting and prayer on Oct . 1 .

Roger Dormah, principal of the United Methodist School in Ganta, said there have been a 
chain of mysterious deaths in and around the city . The public has accused local authorities 
of not doing anything about the situation .

Read More!

What St. Francis can teach United Methodists
Francesco di Bernardone was the kind of rebel a teenager could admire .

He dressed oddly, spent much of his time alone and quarreled with his father .

His father eventually brought him before the local religious authorities, accusing the 
25-year-old Francesco of shirking his responsibilities .

In one of his first public acts, the young man stripped naked, placed his clothes at the feet 
of his wealthy cloth merchant father and renounced his parentage . From now on, he said, 
he had no father but God .

Read More!

Execution doesn’t halt church’s prayers
Kelly Renee Gissendaner sang “Amazing Grace” as a lethal injection was administered by 
the state of Georgia . The 47-year-old was executed at 12:21 a .m ., Sept . 29, for her role in 
the murder of her husband .

Gissendaner, who became a Christian and a theologian while in prison, was surrounded by 
people of faith – including many United Methodists – who were outside the prison walls 
praying for her .

Read More!

Ministry idea: Sharing gospel through love for pets
Stallsville United Methodist Church has an Animal Ministry Team to reach the 
surrounding community and help people dealing with issues involving pets . The team’s 
slogan: “Hand or paw, God loves us all .” Jessica Brodie reports on the impact of a ministry 
that goes beyond an annual blessing of the animals .

Read More!

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://www.umc.org/topics/the-growing-role-of-local-pastors
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/church-in-liberia-calls-for-prayer-fasting-to-calm-violence
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/what-st-francis-can-teach-united-methodists
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/georgia-womans-execution-enfolded-in-prayers
http://www.advocatesc.org/2015/09/hand-or-paw-god-loves-us-all/
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Island UMC Promotes Change a Child’s Story at Community Event
The city of Fruitland held its annual Fun Day in the city park on September 12, 2015 .    

Island United Methodist Church, Muscatine, set up a small tent with a table holding new 
books for various age groups .  Pastor Tom Berryman was excited about the Bishop’s initiative 
to promote reading and asked the congregation to contribute with a special offering each 
Sunday .  Nearly $1200 was collected, including a $250 donation from the Fruitland Lions 
Club .  Read More Online—Click Here

New Hartford UMC Loose Change Offering and Anonymous Donation
New Hartford UMC collected $1,242 .00 through loose change offerings every Sunday and 
an anonymous donation . The dollars will go to buy new books for the local Elementary and 
Middle School and the city library .

Hinton & Merrill Melbourne UMCs Partner with Community 
Merrill Melbourne UMC & Hinton UMC are partnering to Change a Child’s Story in our 
community (Hinton) in a number of ways:
1 . We’ve set a goal of 500 new books & 500 hours reading .
2 .  We’re building a reading room in our building with donated used books—for kids waiting 

for dance class, etc . Since our town has no library, we think this could develop into a very 
useful space . Read More Online—Click Here

Change a Child’s Story Book Stickers Available to Order
We are excited to share with you another resource for Change a Child’s Story .  As you 
are purchasing and collecting brand new books for children in your community, you may 
consider adding a book sticker inside each book .  What a great way to connect families back 
to your congregation and highlight the work you are doing with the Bishop’s initiative .  
 
The price for the stickers is very competitive and all you need to do is give them a call and 
place the order .  They will personalize the high quality full-color sticker with your church’s 
name and the Change A Child’s Story logo . Just let them know you are a United Methodist 
Church in Iowa and would like to order book stickers . Click Here to order yours from PC 
Print Center West in Urbandale or call 515-440-2679

Use Facebook Graphics and Hashtags When Sharing Info
Share this Facebook graphic on your wall! Feel free to also use it in your churches as you are 
sharing information about the initiative . #givebooksgivetime #changeachildsstory

Educational Development Corporation Offers 60% Matching Grant
Educational Development Corporation is offering an exclusive 60% matching grant for new 
Usborne and Kane Miller books for Change a Child’s Story.  The only qualifications to use 
the grant are a minimum $250 per order and it needs to be ordered by a member/clergy of a 
UMC in Iowa for the children of Iowa . Questions?  Ready to request order form?
Call or email Erin McGargill at 414-426-0455 . Learn More!

Change a Child’s Story
Ideas  •  Info  •  Resources

 http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/2165613#sthash.UCaC9xaQ.dpuf
http://www.iaumc.org/tellusyourstory
http://www.pcprintcenter.com
http://www.iaumc.org/files/fileslibrary/communications_lizwinders/cacs+fb.jpg
mailto:erinmcgargill%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.iaumc.org/povertytoopportunity
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Holy Land 
          Bishop Trimble

Have you ever dreamed of walking where Jesus walked? Join the 
Trimbles and laity and clergy from Iowa as they take a ten day 
journey to the Holy Land this coming January .  

The $3,146 price includes guided sightseeing; lecture series; 
deluxe motor coaches; daily buffet breakfast and dinner; entrance, 
administrative and program fees, fuel surcharges; government 
taxes; and gratuities (except for guide and driver); and airfare from 
Des Moines .  

To register, click here  
Tour: HL16  
Date: 1-26-2016 
Code: T

Len and Diane Eberhart 
641-236-4990 
dianelen@iowatelecom .net

10 Day Tour

with

“The experience of 
visiting these sites 

is life-changing and 
brings new depth 
of meaning to the 

Biblical witness.”
Bishop Trimble

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/hl16-t-trimble#eotours
mailto:dianelen%40iowatelecom.net?subject=
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