May 2015

A Publication of the Communications Ministry Team of the
Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church

2015

Inside This Issue:
Message From the Bishop
Introduction to the 2015 Iowa Annual
Conference Session
Bishop’s Special Mission Projects
Water for a Thirsty World

© SILVER-JOHN - FOTOLIA.COM
THE REPORTER | MAY 2015

1

Bishop
Julius Calvin Trimble
Resident Bishop - Iowa Area
bishop@iaumc.org

Communications Ministry Team
Rev. Dr. Arthur McClanahan
Director of Communications
amcclanahan@iaumc.org
Elizabeth Winders
Art Director
Content Manager
liz.winders@iaumc.org

Communications Advisory Team
David Wendel
Chairperson

Circulation
Jill Stanton
Pastoral Records/Clergy Rolls/
Information Reports
jill.stanton@iaumc.org

The Mission of the Iowa Annual
Conference is to create grace filled
communities of faith.

The Mission of the Communications
Ministry Team is to communicate so
everyone understands.

Iowa Annual Conference
2301 Rittenhouse Street
Des Moines, IA 50321-3101
515.283.1991
www.iaumc.org
IowaAnnualConference
@IowaConference

CONTENTS

3. . . . . . Bishop Julius C. Trimble’s Message
4. . . . . . Introduction to the 2015 Iowa Annual Conference Session
6. . . . . . Annual Conference Preview
7. . . . . . Annual Conference Highlights
9. . . . . . Bishop’s Special Mission Projects
10. . . . . Electing Delegates
12. . . . . Retiree Reflections
14. . . . . IUMF Scholarship Recipients
16. . . . . Laity Day with the Bishop
18. . . . . Roll Down, Justice!
20. . . . . Water for a Thirsty World
22. . . . . Caring for Veterans and Their Families

{ front*piece }
estions

I like to ask the what if qu

w of
I didn’t have the only vie
d in seminary it was that
rne
lea
I
ley,
ng
Bai
thi
yd
any
Llo
s
sor
wa
re
fes
If the
Murphy, Pro
s anyone else. Fr. Roland
d’s
Go
of
g
din
tan
ers
und
scripture…and neither doe
me that the ultimate
ght
tau
ith
Sm
ody
of
Mo
all
D.
and Professor
grace” of God’s love for
discerned in the “amazing
ate
story with humankind is
uld Jesus have come to cre
wo
y
were not true, then wh
e
t
tha
com
if
“be
all,
all
er
t
Aft
tha
n.
yer
atio
cre
ure? His pra
in the now, and in the fut
be
uld
wo
us”
h
wit
d
community in the then, and
min
t they may be one heart and
in
one heart and mind…so tha
ryone had an equal place
eve
t
tha
ent
int
us’
Jes
not
it
re
we
rds
wo
pty
merely em
m).
God’s community (kingdo
o of
de in God’s image…and wh
saying that we are all ma
ure
we
ipt
do
Scr
ge
how
d
led
Go
now
n
ack
see
t
We
if we haven’
t we have seen God? And
or short?
tall
d
Go
Is
?
wn
us would dare to say tha
bro
or
red
? Is God black or white or
know what God looks like
nt?
ide
res
ive
nat
or
nt
igra
Is God gay or straight? Imm
disciples of Jesus Christ for
Methodist Church is make
ited
Un
? Or
the
of
n
sio
mis
If the
-handed? Or right-handed
rld…are disciples only left
hair?
wn
bro
e
hav
Or
g?
the transformation of the wo
kin
h-spea
lish-speaking? Or Spanis
French-speaking? Or Eng
Or blonde hair? Or bald?
d? What if we stop saying
our energy in being divide
ate
sip
out
dis
ger
lon
no
we
if
What
church?” What if we lived
of view for the “unity of the
d’s
Go
t
tha
ony
tim
tes
we must impose one point
ed Jesus’
no one? What if we believ
Jesus’ directive to hinder
“house has many rooms?”
ore us in The United
n as voiced by others bef
eve
l,
cal
the
ed
ow
foll
we
What if
for the transformation of the
ke disciples of Jesus Christ
ma
to
h,
d in
urc
Ch
t
dis
tho
Me
ryone? What if we engage
ed for the better, for eve
rked
wo
we
if
at
Wh
d?
world…a world transform
rea
that all children could
tain
cer
de
ma
we
to
if
ves
at
mission? Wh
we dedicated oursel
nt to bed hungry? What if
to ensure that no child we
?
ter
wa
had clean drinkable
guarantee that everyone
e
n entrusted to us to provid
the power of God that’s bee
d”
goo
ry
“ve
d’s
Go
What if we laser-focused
of
ryone
of creation, welcoming eve
opportunity and lift up all
?
ing
inn
beg
the
m
fro
ed
d intend
creations, something Go

Submit news online:
www.iaumc.org/news

2

THE REPORTER | MAY 2015

Dr. Art McClanahan
ions
Director of Communicat

From the

BISHOP

Grace-filled Communities of Faith
Leaders are always asked about vision.
• Bishop, what is your vision for the conference?
• What is your vision for the laity of Iowa?
• What is your vision for the clergy, for our future together?
I am again praying for God’s vision for us to be made plain as we seek God’s
will and direction in these present days as a Church. Vision is not about what
I want, but what we can see ahead as a picture of a preferred future for our
witness as United Methodists in Iowa.
I am praying for a spirit-led and Holy Spirit-filled annual conference. I look
forward every year to meeting new members and worshiping with the largest
gathering of United Methodists in Iowa.

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

May God grant us a vision for grace-filled communities with grace-filled ministries and local
congregations. May our vision for living into our strategic priorities be (B.I.G.) Bold, Inspirational and God-shaped. Let us be
found busy in prayer and planting new communities of faith while increasing vitality in existing churches with HCI (Health
Church Initiative) and lay-clergy partnerships.

And Jesus came
and said to them,
“All authority in
heaven and on earth
has been given to me.
Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the
name of the Father and
of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything
that I have commanded you.
And remember,
I am with you always,
to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20

In 2009, I shared with the conference the FIT Challenge. We were invited as a
conference to:
• FOCUS on things that matter, including self-care, while we care for others.
• INVESTing in starting new churches and new ministries and
• TELLing people with love about the love and liberating power of Jesus (evangelism).
Fast forward to 2015, days before the 172nd Session of the Iowa Annual Conference,
we have a new Leadership Development Minister for Evangelism and New Ministry,
Rev. Rebecca Fisher. She will lead a morning Bible Study at Annual Conference.
We are very pleased to have Rev. Adam Hamilton as our conference teacher/
preacher. He will share presentations over two days at our annual conference. Rev.
Dr. Karen Nelson, Central District Field Outreach Minister will preach at the opening
worship. Rev. Dr. Lilian Gallo Seagren will preach at the Retirement Service. It will be
my privilege to preach at the Service for the Ordering of Ministry.
The decline of some of our communities (and congregations) and the opportunities
for new ministries and growth is before us at this critical time in our world. I am
excited about all we will celebrate including our support for missions, UMCOR and
25th Anniversary of the Iowa Nigeria Partnership. I am inspired by the call of God
upon the lives of people young and old.
There are so many ways to let this “little light of ours shine.” The light that we have is
from Jesus…you remember the true vine and branches…
Therefore go,
• get ready with prayer;
• get ready to sing and worship;
• get ready to respond and select persons
to go forth to general and jurisdictional
conference.

Okay, Bishop, give me two or three things to look forward to?
• Poverty to Opportunity focus…childhood literacy
• Rev. Adam Hamilton…preacher, teacher, prophet
• Design Task Force report and recommendations…
• leaning into a pathway of grace-filled communities
I am all in; and expecting God to continue to invite us to attempt
great things for God and expect great things from God.
Be encouraged,

But he said to me,
“My grace
is sufficient
for you,
for my power
is made perfect
in weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:9

Bishop Julius C. Trimble
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C OV ER S TOR Y

Introduction to the

2015 Iowa Annual Conference
United Methodists from across Iowa will gather together at the Iowa

2015

Events Center’s Hy-Vee Hall in Des Moines from June 6 through June 9,
2015 for the 172nd Iowa Annual Conference Session.
We will honor clergy and family members who have died, celebrate
retirees, ordain and commission clergy and lift up those who have
completed their education and training with the United Methodist
Church.
Our preachers include: Rev. Karen Nelson, Opening Worship & Memorial
Celebration; Bishop Julius Trimble, Ordering of Ministry on Sunday
morning; and Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren, Retirement Celebration on
Sunday afternoon.
We will also mark 25 years of
faithful involvement with the
Iowa Nigeria Partnership. You
will be a part of the festivities
Bishop Julius Trimble,
Ordination Ceremony

Rev. Karen Nelson, Opening
Worship and Memorial
Celebration

and enjoy special features
including speakers, dancing, music, silent auction, picture walk, artifacts
and a Nigerian village.
Rev. Adam Hamilton will be our teaching pastor with sessions on Sunday
evening and Monday morning and afternoon. Rev. Rebecca Fisher will
lead a Bible Study on Tuesday.
Special offerings will be received during the Annual Conference:

Rev. Lilian Gallo Seagren,
Retirement Celebration

Rev. Adam Hamilton,
Teaching Pastor

•

Poverty to Opportunity initiative, which focuses on helping Iowan’s
living in poverty and specifically childhood literacy

•

Iowa Nigeria Partnership

•

Diakonoi’s (Pages)

•

Bishop’s Discretionary Fund

You will be able to celebrate and support the United Methodist
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) and other missions of the Iowa
Conference. The Midwest Mission Distribution Center’s truck will be
Rev. Rebecca Fisher, Bible
Study Leader
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prominently parked, ready to be filled with your donations. This year we
commemorate UMCOR’s 75 years of being with those in crisis around the

Fill the Truck
world. The Disaster Response trailers will be on display for you to explore
and get information about including the tool, chainsaw and shower
trailers. Donation items include:
•

for Midwest Mission’s truck: kits of all types, new 0-3 month onesies,
clean-up buckets, clean-up bucket parts

•

for the Disaster Response
team: masks, gloves, and
new rags

•

for general donations:

Support the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center
by filling their truck
with relief kits and supplies.
The truck will be parked in a new location
this year. It will be in the Southeast corner
of Community Choice Credit Union
Convention Center (Veteran’s Auditorium)
parking lot during the Iowa Annual
Conference.
Visit www.midwestmissiondc.net
for an updated list of kit supplies.

pop tops, eye glasses
(including lenses only),
and cell phones
•

for Poverty to Opportunity task force: new children’s books and
reading materials
Along with the legislation, we
will be electing delegates to the
2016 General and Jurisdictional
Conferences. The Iowa Annual
Conference will elect six lay
and six clergy delegates to the
General Conference, an additional

six lay and six clergy delegates to the Jurisdictional Conference, and six
additional lay and clergy reserve delegates.
Photos for a new clergy directory will be being taken by Lifetouch on
the third floor of Vet’s Auditorium. Photos will be taken on Sunday
from 11am to 7pm and again on Monday from 8am to 5pm. No
appointment will be necessary. n

A special highlight of the Annual
Conference session will be the
fellowship and community of churches,
clergy, and laity from across the Iowa
Annual Conference. Large and small,
rural and urban, all will come together
to celebrate what God is doing in Iowa
and their oneness in Christ.
THE
THEREPORTER
REPORTER| |APRIL
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AN N UA L C O N FER EN C E P R E V I E W

Good News to Share

At the Iowa Annual Conference
By: Rev. William Poland, Assistant to the Bishop for Administration
We will begin to celebrate a new four-year theme at this year’s Annual Conference in keeping with
our practice of reflecting the 2016 General Conference Theme of “Therefore Go” as it lifts up the
great commission of Jesus in Mathew 28:19-20. For our Conference we elaborate a little more
specifically: “Therefore Go and make disciples…,” a reminder that we are not only a “called people,”
but a “sent people” as well to live out our mission of “Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for the
Transformation of the World.”

We as Iowa United Methodists are seeking to do this through living out our strategic priorities
of Creating World-Transforming Communities of Faith; Equipping Ourselves and Others as
Transformational Leaders; and Directing our Resources to Our Common Goals. The report of the
Design Taskforce being presented will reflect the intention of this ongoing work. The Poverty to
Opportunity Taskforce will also share vision of a way to impact children that could change futures. I think the budgets being
presented will also reflect the intentional work of allocating and directing our financial resources in a way seeks to live out
our priorities.
I think it is important to lift up that while we are recognizing the need to emphasize and lift up our local churches and
communities of faith as the primary place where Disciples of Jesus are called and developed, we are also a connectional
church as the Body of Christ and we are much more a force for transformation together than we are apart. Last year we
celebrated the reaching of our goal of more than $2 million for Imagine No Malaria. This year we will celebrate 25 years of
Ministry in partnership with Nigeria and 75 years of Iowa’s significant contribution to The United Methodist Committee on
Relief. We are becoming a more diverse church in Iowa with a growing number of Latino, African, and other Communities of
Faith. We have a growing number of congregations participating in the Healthy Church Initiative.
We have significant challenges to face as a Conference; but we also have Good News to share. I look forward to the 2015
Iowa Annual Conference. n

Reinvest Yourself

In the Work of God’s Kingdom
By: Rev. Karen Dungan, Assistant to the Bishop for Connectional Ministries
I hope you are beginning to look forward to our forthcoming Annual Conference Session. If you have
attended a Preconference Session in your district and reviewed your Preconference Manual, you
know that we have much planned for the four days we will be together.

We will be doing a lot of celebrating: 100 years of Iowa camping ministry, 75 years of the United
Methodist Committee on Relief and 25 years of Iowa-Nigeria Partnership; hundreds of years of
faithful service by pastors who are retiring and faithful Christian witness by pastors and spouses
who have moved on to the Church Triumphant; as persons who have answered the call to ministry
are celebrated for their completion of School for Lay Ministry, recognized for special service, or are
ordained, consecrated or licensed; hearing stories of how God has been at work in the ministries of
our congregations and conference over the past year; as we worship, pray, praise and study.
We will take time for discernment: as we listen to Rev. Adam Hamilton share with us his knowledge and encouragement
for “Leading beyond the Walls” through effective leadership, preaching and worship, and reaching the unchurched; as we
consider the ministry planning of our agencies as they engage with developing new ministries and developing leaders; as we
consider our collective financial support of these ministries and our investment in doing the work Christ calls us to do in our
neighborhoods, communities, and world.
It is a remarkable thing when Christ’s people take time apart to remember who they are and to reinvest themselves in the
work of his kingdom. I look forward to seeing you in June! n
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A N N UA L C ON F E R E N C E H I G H L I G H T S

Meal Breaks, Celebrations and Events at Annual Conference
UMCOR 75th Anniversary Celebration
For 75 years, UMCOR has been in ministry with the most vulnerable—being present
with and offering relief to those who have been displaced by war, other conflicts, or
natural disasters. United Methodists have responded to the spiritual and emotional
needs of those lives turned upside down by disasters—compelled by Christ to offer hope
and healing to a hurting world. On Saturday, June 6th at 4:40 p.m. we will celebrate how
for 75 years your gifts, joined with others, have made a significant difference and impact
in the lives of individuals and communities around the world.
Iowa-Nigeria Partnership 25th Year Celebration
Iowa and Nigeria United Methodist have been in partnership since 1990—building
schools, programs and relationships. We will start the day off with a worship celebration
on Monday, June 8 during the Iowa-Nigeria Partnership Day. This will include a special
offering, an African worship service, Nigerian speakers, dancing, drumming, music,
highlights, videos and a silent auction. You are also invited to a celebration dinner at 5:30
p.m. at Des Moines First UMC. Tickets are $10. Click here for additional information. Be a
part of the festivies by wearing African or ethnic dress.
“Tools for Increasing Your Church’s Vitality” FREE Communication’s Breakfast
for First 50 Registrations!
On Monday, June 8th at 7:00 a.m. enjoy a free breakfast and learn with experts from
the United Methodist’s Communications team about how to make a vital congregation
and why that’s important. Lay leaders and pastors come to learn how to lead more
effectively, create inspiring worship, effectively utilize small groups, and engage the
congregation and the community in service and mission. For more information and to
register, go to https://iaumc-reg.brtapp.com/FreeBreakfast.
Lifetouch Photos for New Clergy Directory
Don’t forget to look nice and smile bright for the camera on June 7th and 8th! Lifetouch
will be taking photos for a NEW Clergy photo directory and we need you to make sure
your picture is included. They will be set up in Hy-Vee Hall lower level, Rooms 312-318
from 11 a.m - 7:00 p.m. on Sunday, June 7th and 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m again on Monday,
June 8th. No appointment is necessary!
MFSA Caucuses, Awards and March for Peace and Social Justice
MFSA (Methodist Federation for Social Action) will gather to Caucus each night of
Annual Conference meeting at Chet Guinn’s Firestation, 1041 8th Street in Des Moines.
On Saturday, June 6th will be the MFSA’s Awards will be held where Janet Lahr Lewis
will speak on “Occupation: What It Is, What We Can Do about It, and Why We Should Care.”
The event will be held in Veteran’s Memorial Hall, Level 3. Tickets are $25 and include
a box lunch. The Peace and Social Justice March will be held on Monday, June 8th, at
12:10 p.m. It begins at the south end of Hy-Vee Hall and proceeds to Hansen Triangle,
Watson Powell, Jr. and 2nd Ave. Contact Rita Carter at: 515-979-0605 or ritaac@mchsi.
com. Click here to download the registration form.
Annual Conference Highlights Continue on Page 8
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ANNUA L C O N FER EN C E H I G H L I G H T S

Wellness Activites - Click here to download neccessary forms.
Wellness Screening: Monday and Tuesday June 8th & 9th from 5:30 am til 8:00 am
lower level of Hy-Vee Hall Rooms 102-103 across from the elevators. Screening
Includes:
• blood pressure check
• weight check
• blood draw for: glucose, cholesterol (HDL, LDL & ratio), triglycerides, calcium, BUN
(blood urea nitrogen), Creatinine, liver enzymes and thyroid.
• prostate antigen test is included for men over the age of 40.
Mammogram Screening: Open to all female clergy and spouses on Monday,
June 8, 8 am - 4 pm. You must have an appointment. Call Iowa Radiology at
515-226-9810. American Cancer Society guidelines apply; over 40 years old, no lumps
or problems, and your last one was before January 1, 2015. You will need your insurance
information and co-pays may apply. Deadline to call Iowa Radiology is May 15th.
Location: Stoddard Cancer Center at Iowa Methodist Medical Center.
Bishop’s Fitness Walk: Sunday June 7th at the 3rd St Bridge of the Riverwalk Trail
(across the street from Wells-Fargo Area) 6:15 am til 8:00 am. $15 registration fee to
raise funds for Bishop Trimble’s Poverty to Opportunity Initiative. Developing children’s
reading skills during their early elementary years gives them the needed coping skills
for success later in life. This initiative is designed to provide assistance and resources to
make a difference in children’s lives and hope for the future. Open to all persons visiting
or attending Annual conference. Contact Kae Tritle at bktritle@msn.com to register and
for more information.
Pedometer Walking Program: Increase your daily physical activity by walking. Clergy
and spouses can sign up for the Virgin HealthMiles “go-zone” pedometer.
Wellmark, Board of Pensions, and Conference Benefits Office Informational displays:
Located in Hy-Vee Hall in the concession area, Hall A. Information is available regarding
Self-Care Strategies, walking, Wellmark wellness services, and other benefits included
with your health insurance. Open Saturday through Tuesday to all Annual Conference
members.
Volunteers are needed to assist in taking Blood Pressures at the health screening: Any
Nurses, EMT’s, Medical techs, or Respiratory therapists are welcome. Please send an
e-mail to bktritle@msn.com.

Celebration of Ministry Graduation and Awards Ceremony
On Saturday, June 6th at 5: 00 p.m. attend the Graduation and Awards Reception
and Ceremony. Celebrate graduates, particpants and recipients of the School for Lay
Ministry, Healthy Church Initiative, Student Day Merit Scholarship Awards, Beje Clark
Award, Peace with Justice Scholarship Essay Awards, Francis Asbury Award, and the
Denman Evangelism Clergy, Laity and Youth Awards.
Revive Dinner
Clergy and laity: come be inspired on Saturday, June 6 at 5:00 p.m.! Dr. Wendy
Deichmann will present “Spirit Strong: Firm Foundation for United Methodist Renewal!”
There will be a buffet dinner for the first 200 reservations. Email info@reviveumc.org or
call 1-866-218-4123 for reservations. Click here to download the registration form
8
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B I S H OP ’ S S P E C I A L MI S S I ON P ROJ E CTS

Give, Support, and Pray
Donations

“This is an exciting year,” says Jena

see how the equipment might be used,” she

Manchester, speaking of the Bishop’s

says. “[They] can actually feel it, touch it,

• pop tops

Mission Projects at the 2015 Annual

and ask questions about it.”

• eyeglasses
• cell phones

Conference. “We’re asking people to bring
items, as we have in the past,” notes, citing

She continues, “We take great pride in

• 0-3 month onsies

specific requests for pop tops, eyeglasses

these trailers because they are used, they

• diaper pins

(even just lenses), and cell phones, which will are functioning, and they’re a blessing

• notebooks

go to veterans who need them.

to the places that they’ve been when a

• masks (such as dust masks)

community experiences a disaster.”

• gloves of all types

The United Methodist Committee on Relief

• new rags

(UMCOR) is seeking donations of onesies,

Manchester is very pleased to be involved

diaper pins, and notebooks. The disaster

in supporting mission projects for the

• new children’s reading
books

response group, meanwhile, needs masks

2015 Annual Conference. “Reverend Catie

• clean up buckets

(such as dust masks), gloves of all types and

Newman, our current disaster response

• clean up bucket parts

sizes, and new rags. “There are all different

coordinator, said, ‘Can you help me with

kinds of projects that we get involved in, so

this?’ And I said ‘Absolutely.’ And now it

gloves are needed. And then new rags for

has opened other opportunities. I’ve been

cleaning up after a mess.”

blessed to help with missions. Mission and
outreach is what the church is all about.”

Manchester also explains that, for the
Poverty to Opportunity project, the bishop

But Manchester is quick to point out

is asking people to bring new children’s

that outreach isn’t only about providing

reading books. “When we help someone

physical support for others. “Even if you

learn how to read, a whole new world is

can’t bring anything or you can’t purchase

available—for that person and others,” she

something,” she emphasizes, “please pray.

asserts.

That is so huge. Prayer makes a difference.
When I talk to people, they say, ‘I know

“We have the UMCOR truck coming,

people are praying about this disaster. I

and it’ll be in a prime spot on a corner,

know they are praying for us.’ So first and

so that people can drop off their stuff as

foremost, pray.” n

they’re coming into the space for Annual
Conference,” Manchester adds.
But that won’t be the only vehicle of interest
for Annual Conference attendees. There
will be disaster response trailers set up in
the display area, including a tool trailer, a
shower trailer, and a chainsaw trailer. “They
can actually see what’s in those trailers and
THE REPORTER | MAY 2015
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ELEC T ION S AT A N N UA L C O N FE R E N C E

Electing Delegates
for General and Jurisdictional Conferences
Conferencing is how we work together,” states Iowa
Conference Secretary Patty LaGree. “We call it holy
conferencing. We conference in order to come together to
make decisions. We come together to worship, we come
together to learn and study.”
There’s certainly no question that United Methodists

Because the Jurisdictional and General conferences

value conferencing, because the church holds quite a few

are coming up next year in 2016, the delegates to those

of them.

gatherings will need to be elected at this year’s Annual
Conference. The United Methodist church prizes its lay

“Not only do we have a church conference in our local

members and involves them right alongside the clergy,

church each year, we also have district conferences, we

so there will be six clergy delegates and six lay delegates

have Annual Conference, and then every four years we

elected to represent Iowa at the general conference, all of

have Jurisdictional and General conferences,” explains

whom will automatically go the jurisdictional conference.

LaGree.

Then an additional six clergy and six lay delegates
will be chosen to join the others for the jurisdictional
conference. Alternates will also be elected.

Committed to Service
“In Iowa we allow people to self-nominate,” says LaGree.
“It’s quite a large obligation and responsibility to be a
delegate, particularly to the general conference. It’s a
long period of time to be away from your home and your
regular work. So we allow for people to self-nominate and
to say ‘Yes, if I’m elected, I am willing to do, to the best of
my ability, the preparation beforehand and the service
during the time of the conference.’”
For the General Conference delegates, that time
commitment is a full 10 days for the conference itself,
which will be held in May 2016, but there’s a great deal
more than goes into it.
“There’s a lot of reading and preparation to be done
before you go so that you’re familiar with what will be
coming up there,” LaGree reports, citing an “abundance”
of material that must be tackled. And both groups, the
General Conference and Jurisdictional delegates, must
10
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have meetings together throughout the year, from their
election in June 2015 until they serve in May 2016.

Knowledgeable About the Issues
LaGree notes that the delegation will sometimes meet
with outside speakers who can address both sides of
issues that they will be coming up at the conference, and
they meet with each other to discuss in depth. “Not to
decide how they’re going to vote,” she asserts, “but so
they can learn from each other as each individual makes
their decision on how they will vote on the various
issues facing our denomination.”

“We conference in order
to come together to make
decisions. We come together
to worship, we come
together to learn and study.”

A total of 40 clergy nominated themselves as delegates,

Though the voting process can take some time, LaGree

while 27 lay people from across the Conference offered

reveals that, in Iowa, there is a limit of 12 ballots. “If, by

up their names. Each nominee was required to submit

the 12th ballot, we have not elected all of the people

a statement providing biographical information and/

that we need to elect—six for general conference, six

or details on their views regarding relevant issues. “It

additional for jurisdiction, and six alternates—on that

is their personal statement so that those around the

12th ballot, the top names receiving the most number of

conference can get to know them a little bit and make

votes will be declared elected in order of their votes. So

their selections as they get ready to vote,” says LaGree.

we will not go on into July!”

Members of this year’s Annual Conference can learn

Well-Rounded Representation
The delegation will be finalized on the last day of Annual
Conference and then have a meeting with Bishop Trimble.
With the conferences still a year away, people will have
some time to find out more about these delegates who
have been chosen to represent Iowa United Methodists—
and to let them know their own opinions about issues that
are important to them.

about the nominees by clicking here. Lay people at the
Annual Conference will have the opportunity to vote
for lay delegates, but they do not get to the vote for the
clergy delegates. Likewise, clergy can vote for clergy
delegates, but not lay delegates.
At Annual Conference, the laity and clergy will go
through several rounds of voting, using voting pads,
to select the General Conference and Jurisdictional

“We cannot and do not want to instruct our delegation

delegates. “It is time-consuming,” concedes LaGree,

as to how to vote once they get to General Conference

“but it is a holy time. One thing that we also remind the

or Jurisdictional Conference,” insists LaGree. “But it

body of before we begin our elections is that we hope

is perfectly acceptable for us to share our views with

that our delegation will represent the diversity that we

them so they have a full and well-rounded picture of

have in Iowa—ethnically, theologically, in every way. We

our feelings about that. And then we have elected them

don’t want to have a one-dimensional delegation. We

trusting that they will make their best decision and vote

would like it to represent the diversity of our Annual

according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.” n

Conference. We always ask Bishop Trimble to pray for
the body before each vote is taken.”

THE REPORTER | MAY 2015
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R ET I R EE R EFL E C T I ON S

Congratulations Retirees!
A Thankful Celebration of Service
At the 2015 Iowa Annual Conference session we will recognize retiring clergy as
they begin a new journey at the Retirement Celebration Service on Sunday, June
7 at 4 p.m. We will reflect on years of impactful service, praise their commitment
and congratulate them on their new beginning. Read a few highlights submitted by
retirees as they cogitate on their years as a pastor for the United Methodist Church.
Rev. Dennis R. Coon
Ministry has provided me an
opportunity to develop relationships
with people from diverse life
experiences. A Des Moines homeless
man and I recalled our Christmas
morning family traditions. A ninety
year old Iowa City teacher and I reminisced about public
school teaching. A nine year old inner city kid beat me
at table tennis (just barely). I connected with a farmer
recalling hot days in the barn stacking hay bales. A Korean
student and I shared the discipline of practicing piano and
running. I swapped Bob Dylan lyrics with a Blackhawk
County official. A Bible scholar helped me see our stories
intersecting in the prodigal son parable.

Rev. Norman W. Kelley
At 55 years of age I retired from a
30-year career in engineering. Little
did I know when I decided to take
that early retirement that God would
immediately call me to the ministry.
However, God did call me to ministry,
and specifically to preach the Gospel. How preposterous
could this be for a guy of that age who had always
abhorred public speaking? There it was, and I sat in the
office of our District Superintendent and filled out the
paperwork to begin the ministry inquiry—starting down
the long path into ordained ministry.

If you talk long enough and ask the right questions there

fact, preach the Gospel. I thank God for the opportunity

is always a point where our stories intersect. It was a

to minister in Jesus’ name, and now I welcome the

blessing to discover how connected we are as God’s

opportunity to retire for a second time. Yet retirement

children. I always walked away in awe of that incarnation

from the ministry isn’t really retirement at all—the

moment. Jesus understood that.

ministry goes on. Praise God!

Early in my ministry, I attended a conference where I

after the debate. When someone asked how they could

Rev. Evelyn D. Lewiston
What an amazing journey! I have
been blessed to serve God and
community through the years.

argue so intensely and then embrace, one replied, “We

My highlights in ministry include

witnessed two rabbis involved in a very contentious
argument over the Abraham/Isaac story. They hugged

believe God is in the space between us.”

Thus, five years later I graduated from seminary and at
age 60 began serving at a local church where I did, in

interacting with people as they

I tried to remember God’s presence in every interaction

celebrated, struggled, and grieved

which means I had an abundance of holy encounters in my

through life events. The joy of sharing the Sacrament of

ministry. Thanks be to God!

Holy Baptism from newborns to a 90 year old will always
be special moments.

12

THE REPORTER | MAY 2015

A special memory for me was the opportunity to be a part

the opportunity to serve for a year in interim ministry

of Sidewalk Sunday School in the communities I served.

overseas on the island of Bermuda. Centenary United

Sidewalk became an outreach to share God’s love beyond

Methodist Church, Bermuda, will always be a special

the walls of the church building. It was a blessing to plant

church that I’m thankful for having the opportunity to

the seeds of God’s love in the children.

serve.

God blessed me with a supportive husband who

It has been a joy to be able to serve in ministry with my

encouraged, colleagues who cared, and congregations

wife Cindy. We haven’t always been on the same page with

that were easy to love. I look forward to retirement but

some things, but our partnership in both life and ministry

also know God isn’t finished with me yet.

has made my ministry even more rewarding. To have a

Rev. Cynthia J. Morrison
When I look back on my years in
ministry, my first thought is: where
did all those years go!?

partner to share experiences and learning opportunities

What wonderful years these have

with them through the trials and joys of life has been good.

been. Sure, there have been challenging
situations and yes, trying people to deal
with, but that has been the exception rather than the rule.
I can truly say I have enjoyed each church I have had the
privilege to serve.

with as a clergy-couple has been good for both of us.
Being a part of people’s lives and watching them grow in
their faith and life has been extremely rewarding. Walking
My ministry is not coming to an end, but rather it is taking
a new direction and focus. It was exciting to see what God
had in mind for me in 1982, when I began my ministry and
I’m excited to see what God has in store for me now and in
the years ahead.

and examples to young people—and the cycle goes on!

Rev. Elizabeth E. Piette
As I reflect on my years as an ordained
pastor serving the Iowa Conference in
response to God’s call, the memories of
those years speak of love, grace, tears,
and friendship as they also make my
heart sing.

I feel very blessed in having had the honor to be an

I remember my ordination as Bishop Palmer challenged

What I will remember the most are the instances of
personal growth that I have seen and been a part of.
With a bit of encouragement, people have become wellrespected, faithful leaders in their church. They have in
turn, encouraged others to try things they never would
have tried on their own. They have then become mentors

Ordained Minister in the United Methodist Church.
How wonderful to retire in the work of ordained
ministry knowing that my work in God’s kingdom will
never truly end.

Rev. W. Donovan Morrison
As I look back on my 33 years of
ministry I see the faces of the people
who were part of the congregations
I served. Many of them are gone now
but I still carry with me the memories.
I have had the opportunity to serve
in a variety of settings, both rural and urban. I even had

me to “take authority” in my ministry. I remember the
profound presence of God as I stood among the ruins
following a tornado’s devastation in 2008, and I heard
God’s call as did Esther, that I may have been called for
such a time as this. I reflect on the friendships made as
I learned to share the love of God and walk this journey
with others—especially through my years with COSROW.
While I do not know the future medically, I do know that
God is always present, ready to show me where my new
beginning will lay.
Thank you for helping me make such Spirit filled
memories.
Retiree Reflections continue on Page 14
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Rev. Keith E. Putney
Keith’s faith journey is the fruit of
the Lord’s faithful Church. Being
unchurched, he was invited by Christian
neighbors to their Sunday school and
Vacation Bible School. For years, people
from the church gave him rides to the
church. Making his commitment to Christ in the pre-teen
children’s church, he was nurtured by Sunday school
teachers, Youth Fellowship leaders, and Bible Camp staff.
Answering the call to full time Christian service at camp,
he attended Southern Oregon University, Eugene Bible
College, Northwest Christian University, and completed
a two year ministry internship in Nebraska. Keith was
ordained in the Open Bible Churches in 1971 and pastored
churches in Nebraska, Wyoming, Wisconsin, and Iowa. He
has been married to his wife Barbara for 45 years. They
have a son Steve (42) a daughter Ashley (26) and two
grandsons (21 and 17).

people in the Indian Hills Nursing Center, play bingo and
give gifts, a ministry that continues.
God called me to be a hospice chaplain to a six month old
child. That experience taught me that breathing, seeing,
hearing, and swallowing are all gifts.
God called me to join a group going on an educational trip
to Washington, DC. That inspired me to take church youth
on 17 trips there.
God led me to see the needs of special needs people here
in Washington, IA. It led the church to have an annual
Valentines party and dance for them. It has helped us to
see each other as brothers, sisters and children of God.
I am thankful to God for showing me that I have been
called to be faithful and not successful.
Peace and Grace.

Rev. James W. Stiles
As I look back on 49 years of service
I have to say it was because of God’s
calling me to follow Him.

Rev. Judson J. Stover
In reflecting on my brief time in
ministry it was all too clear how many
things in the pre-Christ time led to
the path from which I now take leave.
I see all those life altering changes as
blessings now. The injured knee that
ended a career in Law Enforcement, being laid off from
Parsons Technology which decided my entering seminary,
the stroke that was part and parcel to the call on my life
to engage Jesus and those who I would meet in various
places through my life time. Those are the big three and
they were all blessings. However, at the time I did not
know that. To begin with all those blessings, at first, hurt
like hell. I relished them not! Only later after the growing
experience of Christ can I look back and choke up with
thankfulness for what Christ did in me. It has, at times,
allowed me to look at others through God’s eyes.
Please remember just this little note. Some of the
greatest blessings in our lives start out hurting like hell.

God led me to visit men in prison. I

May God continue to bless your repeatedly with gusto!

Keith served Pulaski/Troy as an Other Denomination
Pastor before becoming a United Methodist clergy. He
has also served Lansing/New Albin, Dayton/Harcourt, and
New Virginia/Medora charges. He was commissioned an
Associate Member of the Iowa Annual Conference Clergy
in 2014. “Pastor Keith” has served the communities in
which he ministered as CROPWALK chairman, County
Director for SHARE food of Iowa, Hospice Chaplain,
Hospice Volunteer Trainer, and coordinator of volunteer
chaplains for Davis Co. Hospital and 5 area rest homes. He
has served the Iowa Annual Conference as a member of
district committees, the Standing Committee for Hispanic
Ministries, and the Bishop’s Poverty to Opportunity Task
Force. Keith and Barbara will retire to southern Wisconsin.

learned how to say thank you, and care
for people, which is more important
than holding to a theology.
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Jesus changed my life.

I UMF S C H OL A R S H I P R E C I P I E N T S

Iowa United Methodist Foundation

Scholarships Awarded

Scholarships are available through the Iowa United Methodist Foundation for seminary students who are from
Iowa and attending an approved United Methodist Seminary. Scholarships are available as well for students
from Iowa who are planning to attend a univeristy, college, or vocational institution . Below are this year’s
recipients. Congratulations!
Abigail A. Peterson

Post-Secondary

Marissa Childress

Post-Secondary

Alexandria Curley

Post-Secondary

Micah Gilbert Neary

Post-Secondary

Michael Whitehead

Post-Secondary

Andrew Richard Thomas Happ

Seminary

Ann Louk

Post-Secondary

Mickey Lee Wise

Anne Marie Webb

Post-Secondary

Morgan Whitehead

Post-Secondary

Annika Wasson

Post-Secondary

Noreen Morrow

Post-Secondary

Brianna Wood

Post-Secondary

Olivia Marie McAtee

Post-Secondary

Cade Millikin

Post-Secondary

Rebecca Cali

Christopher Childs
Christopher J. Hanson
Courtney Dake
Dominic Johnson
Edgar F. Solis

Seminary
Post-Secondary
Seminary
Post-Secondary
Seminary

Seminary

Seminary

Ryan Godfredson

Post-Secondary

Sara Alexander

Post-Secondary

Sara Miller

Post-Secondary

Sara Renaud

Post-Secondary

Sarah Nutting

Post-Secondary

Emma Sink

Post-Secondary

Shelby Anne Small

Post-Secondary

Grant Staats

Post-Secondary

Taylor Henry

Post-Secondary

Hana Krommenhoek

Post-Secondary

Thomas Miller

Post-Secondary

Jaycie Eaton

Post-Secondary

Zoe Seiler

Post-Secondary

Jaycie Owens

Post-Secondary

Jennie Kern

Post-Secondary

Jessica Higgins

Post-Secondary

Julia Starr Covington

Post-Secondary

Kaitlyn G. Louk

Post-Secondary

Katie Dean

Post-Secondary

Kelly Mickael

Post-Secondary

Kristina Smith

Post-Secondary

Kylie Wood

Post-Secondary

Luke West

Post-Secondary

Mackenzie Carlson

Post-Secondary

Mackenzie James

Post-Secondary

Maddie Henry

Post-Secondary
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Laity Day with the Bishop
More than one hundred people filled the sanctuary of
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, and a like number

Conference Lay Leader Margaret Borgen at
the 2015 Laity Day with the Bishop, Iowa
Conference, The United Methodist Church.

joined them online, for this year’s Laity Day with the
Bishop. This 2015 gathering, held on April 26, offered an

Bishop Trimble’s focus,

opportunity to hear from and dialogue with Bishop Julius

for his keynote address,

C. Trimble as well as experience ministry presentations

was “Five Marks of

about Women at the Well, Justice for Our Neighbors, and

a Methodist,” in part

the scourge of Human Trafficking.

referencing the book by
Steve Harper of a similar

Margaret Borgen, Lay Leader for the Iowa Conference,
began Laity Day asking, “How do we, as lay people, be

title. Bishop Rueben Job’s
Three Simple Rules also guided Bishop Trimble.

in ministry? How do we live always, as Easter people?”
She suggested an answer—“[As] people whose lives are

Bishop Trimble’s morning presentation was punctuated

transformed by the example God gave us in Jesus.” She

by several opportunities for conversation among those in

remembered former Conference Lay Leader, Dave Decker.

Aldersgate’s sanctuary. As a leading question, the Bishop

“It’s good to remember Dave today because his Christian

wondered, “What is it about being United Methodist

witness and his enthusiasm were an inspiration to so many

Christians that claims us at the head and heart level?”

people in this room…He exuded the joy he felt in his life in
Christ. He wore it on his sleeve! I have a feeling that Dave

Drawing a parallel to contemporary society, Bishop

would approve what we are about today.”

Trimble observed, “John Wesley anticipated times like
these marked by divisions in society and humanitarian

“This is a great day,” said Bishop Trimble, “something I

crisis around the world. Spiritual hunger and extreme

have been looking forward to.” He also dedicated the

polarization are all around us even as children go to

day to Dave Decker, who served the Iowa Conference

school hungry and states like ours wrestle with the

as lay leader from 2010 to 2014, prior to his death, and

greatly to do better for individuals and families impacted

the late Bishop Rueben Job, Iowa’s episcopal leader

by mental illness. Wesley gave us a pathway to live a holy

from 1984-1992. “My words have been bathed in prayer

and good life that would be just.”

and preparation for conversation,” he noted, thanking
“Margaret Borgen, our Conference lay leader, [who]

For the Bishop, as well as for Harper, the Marks of a

shared a vision for

Methodist include asserting that a Methodist: loves God,

our church that is

rejoices in God, gives thanks, prays constantly, and love

worthy of emphasis

others. “Wesley points out that it is the love of God that

at the outset.”

makes God the joy of our heart,” Bishop Trimble said,

Borgen asked if it

adding, “institutional affiliation—denomination loyalty is

were possible to

not of importance; the greater end is loving God.” He also

model clergy and lay

noted, “discipleship is a whole life response to Grace.”

partnership, seeking
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to encourage

Bishop Trimble invited persons present for Laity Day, as

more intentional

well as others joining by the video live stream, to think

cooperation.

about the journey from “Poverty to Opportunity” in the

Anticipating Annual Conference!
By Conference Lay Leader, Margaret Borgen

afternoon session. “The disconnect between piety as the
pursuit of holy living and the love of neighbor clearly is
seen by our neglect, and often misunderstanding, of care
for the poor,” he said. And on that note, he invited people
to engage in the Conference’s “Poverty to Opportunity”
emphasis, particularly as it will focus on children and
literacy. (The Bishop’s special mission project for
the 2015 Annual Conference session is to bring new
children’s books and take them to the mission display
area at the Iowa Events Center. More information here)
Ministry presentations included a discussion of human
trafficking by Professor Teresa Downing-Matibag (read
a related story from Iowa State University), an update on
the work of Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors by Brynne
Howard, Ann Naffier, and April Palma (JFON website),

My first exposure to an Annual Conference session was
as a high school student serving as Conference MYF
president in North Dakota. It was an amazing and formative
experience, opening my eyes to “the connection” and letting
me begin to see Methodism beyond the local congregation
that nurtured me so lovingly. Many things impressed me
including the fact that lay people and clergy worshiped
and planned and debated together. It struck me as very
democratic process, parallel to that of our nation…and I was
part of it!
Years later, I still come to Annual Conference with
anticipation, believing that through our conscientious and
prayerful participation, good things can happen: We can all
be part of making decisions that help the United Methodist
Church be ever more responsive to God’s will. We can be
immersed in the joy of being together, in worship and in
growing in our faith (this year, especially through Adam
Hamilton’s three presentations.)

and the ministry of Women at the Well by Rev. Lee Schott
(Women at the Well website).
The 2015 Laity Day with the Bishop was the fourth year
of the event, designed intentionally to provide laity of the
Conference with an opportunity to hear and meet Bishop
Trimble, personally. And that’s exactly why Paul Hunter
was there. “I’ve never met the Bishop or been around
him,” Hunter said. “We wanted to come and meet him
and spend the day and get to know some other people
in the Conference.” Of the day, he added, “It was very
interesting. I enjoyed it very much.”
Karen Patrick, secretary of the Board of Laity travelled
60 miles to attend. “Laity in the church should have a
commitment. And coming today honors that. It was
an enjoyable day.” For Joe Nixon, the drive was much
shorter—he’s from Des Moines. “I was invited to come,”
he said. “I enjoyed the learning—it was a very different
perspective.”
The community and staff of Aldersgate United Methodist
Church, Urbandale, and its pastor, Rev. Jon Bailey,
offered worship leadership and hospitality for the day. n

Laity Session at Iowa Annual Conference
In addition to the Annual Conference work and worship
that we will share with our clergy colleagues, I’m especially
excited about our Laity Session. The Laity Session will be
concurrent with the Clergy Session on Saturday morning,
June 6. We will be in Hy-Vee Hall in the same area as Annual
Conference general sessions. Here is some of what we can
look forward to:
• Gathering music and Fellowship, beginning at 9:00 am
• Worship featuring Bridges 2 Harmony, an inspirational
Gospel Choir from Roosevelt High School (Des Moines),
beginning at 9:30 am
• Recognition of David Decker
• Recognition of 2015 graduates of the School for Lay
Ministry
• Workshops with ideas to take home to help the work of
your congregation.
The Laity Session will provide a great start to this year’s
Annual Conference. Everyone is welcome at this session
so encourage others from your congregation to attend
with you. Seating for the Laity Session will be open, not at
assigned tables.
May your prayers surround our leaders and all the members
of Annual Conference in these days of preparation.
THE REPORTER | MAY 2015
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Roll Down, Justice!
Roll down justice…roll like an ever-flowing stream…
A choir of more than 40

Carol Crandall, Robert’s widow, had some idea of what

premiered Mark Miller’s

scriptures might provide inspiration for the piece,

anthem “Roll Down, Justice!”

suggesting verses in both Micah and Amos.

at Grace UMC, Des Moines, on
Sunday, April 19. Composed

“I like to have words in front of me,” Mark says. “I

in honor and memory of Rev.

compose with words almost 100% of the time. So they

Robert Crandall, and based on

suggested some parts of Amos that I finally focused on

Amos 5:24, the commissioned

with ‘Let justice roll down like mighty waters’. And then I

work proclaimed, “Let the

actually ended up writing my own lyrics to kind of go with

vision take flight”.

that theme of justice rolling down and the prophet calling
out justice, thinking of Bob’s ministry.”

Justice was at the heart of Rev.
Crandall’s vision. He passed away in 2013 at the age of

In talking together about Rev. Crandall’s ministry,

68, having devoted much of his life to working on peace,

Carol and Mark discovered their families have much in

civil rights, and social justice issues. During his 17 years as

common. The Crandalls have biracial adopted children,

executive director of Bidwell Riverside Center, he helped

while Mark was himself adopted. “I think we were both

serve those living in poverty.

just kind of amazed at the similarities,” acknowledges
Carol. “He is adopted, his parents are white. They have

But Rev. Crandall also loved music and sang in the choir at

several ministers in the family, and Bob was one of three

Grace, so the church’s director of music and organist, Josh

[ministers] in his family. And the connections just kept

Morgan, came up with a very fitting way to remember the

going and going.”

late reverend.
“We got to share a lot about our families, and it turned
“We decided quite a while back that we were very

out we had a lot in common and it kind of felt a little bit

interested in commissioning a piece at some point,” Josh

like a family reunion,” says Mark. “So writing the piece

explains. “We hadn’t decided whether it was for a special

was even more special that way.”

event or a season, but very soon after we had those
discussions, we talked about how this would be a perfect

With the text set, Mark had to determine how the music

way to honor Robert Crandall. That’s where this idea

would sound. “I wanted a piece that would grab the

started.”

listener and build,” he says. He wrote it in 6/8 time, which
he suggests can kind of be thought of as a flowing stream.

And Josh had someone in mind to do the commission—

It then turns into a rollicking refrain with cries of “Roll

Mark Miller. A noted worship leader, teacher, and

down, roll down, justice!”

performer throughout the United Methodist Church, his
work was already familiar to the congregation of Grace

“My natural writing style is pretty dramatic. Some people

from church hymnals and previous choir performances,

have referred to it as kind of liturgical Disney,” Mark

so he seemed like an ideal choice.

laughs, adding, “in a complimentary way.”
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“I wanted to write something that would emotionally
bring people in, that was accessible,” he says. Josh also
felt that accessibility was important and talked to Mark
about ways to get the congregation involved in the piece.
“In the anthem, we have a verse for the congregation to
sing, pulled out of just an old traditional hymn,” reveals
Josh. “That was important to me because I know my
congregation at Grace loves participating in the choir’s
anthems. So I really wanted something like that.”
Josh praises the piece as being “a great marriage of text
and melody,” and one that people won’t soon forget after
first hearing it.
As memorable, dramatic, and enjoyable to sing as “Roll
Down, Justice!” may be, it is truly music with a message.

through it until that final chord, and my voice cracked a

“I wrote it with some urgency in terms of what the

little bit on that when it all came together.”

Methodist church is dealing with right now, with our own
issues of how inclusive we’re going to be,” says Mark. “I

Correen Witke, who knew Rev. Crandall and his wife for

subtly used our church’s ‘Open hearts. Open minds. Open

many years, was also moved by the piece. “It was very

doors’ [theme]—that’s kind of embedded in the bridge of

emotional. I felt that it was very fitting for Robert’s life

that piece. Because I definitely have an agenda to make

and the work that he did.”

sure all of God’s children are welcome in our church.”
“It was so moving and so beautiful, I just loved it,” agreed
That was certainly part of Rev. Crandall’s agenda, who

Wini Moranville. “It was a wonderful tribute to him.”

felt equality and justice were of paramount importance.
“I think everyone really thinks the song is an appropriate

“It will be a lasting thing that will be in Bob’s memory,”

one for Robert and his ministry,” asserts Carol.

says Carol. “And when Mark has it published, it will be
sung all over, and that’s exciting.”

The people who participated in and listened to the world
premiere at Grace UMC certainly agreed. “I think Bob

“There’s a challenge in the prophet’s cry of justice rolling

would have loved it,” says Dave Busiek, who knew Rev.

down,” notes Mark. “And so I would hope that that might

Crandall for many years and sang in the choir with him.

trouble people just a little bit to think about how our

“I hope Bob was listening somewhere. It was just a very

church could be used more as a vessel of justice.”

powerful piece, it really spoke to all the things that Bob
is.”

“But in the end,” he continues, “I’m hoping they get
lifted up and inspired and sent out in joy. Because the

“It was a fabulous experience being in the choir,” Busiek

piece ends on a very joyful note and it’s hopefully a real

enthuses, though he admits it was hard not to get

celebration of Bob’s life and all of our work and Jesus’

emotional. “I was hoping to get through it. And I did get

ministry of justice.” n
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Water for a Thirsty World
Here in the United States, where water is so bountiful

make it meaningful to the students. And so one way to do

that we take both daily showers and the convenience

that was to make them partially experience what it’s like

of tap water for granted, H2O is not usually thought of

to have limited access to water.”

as a charity concern. But when Iowa Wesleyan College
psychology professor Dr. Cyndi Walljasper was looking

The idea they came up with was to allow students no more

for a service project for her “Positive Psychology” class,

than two and a half gallons of water each day. But making

a conversation with a friend who had adopted a child

matters more difficult—and more true to the experience

from Rwanda opened her eyes about the importance of

of many people in impoverished parts of the world—

abundant, clean water.

students would have to come in at 6am to fill their water
jugs, and then they would have to carry that water around

“The child was around two years old at the time that she

with them all day.

adopted her. She barely made the flight to the United
States because of Giardia, which I had never even heard of

“We wanted them to experience the hardship of having

before,” says Walljasper of the infection that often comes

limited access, having to ration their water, and the weight

from contaminated water. “This understanding that there

of it,” she explains. “That’s usually what they complain

are these waterborne illnesses, and children are dying

about the most is how heavy it is. And many of them

every day because of them, was a new concept to me.

are athletes. My basketball team was complaining how

I really didn’t know much about it. I just had this vague

heavy the water jug is. And we talked about, ‘Well can you

notion of things you see on late-night TV of children in

imagine being a six year old child and having to carry that

other countries. So that made it real to me.”

for over an hour?’ That was eye-opening for them.”

Walljasper and her friend joined together to create a

The project lasts five grueling days for the students.

service project related to water issues. “We wanted to

“They have to do tasks every day—wash dishes, cook
something, wash their clothes. It’s quite interesting to

“…can you imagine being
a six year old child and
having to carry that for
over an hour?”

watch a 19-year old try to wash clothes by hand,” muses
Professor Walljasper. “It’s something they’ve never even
dreamed about, let alone tried to do themselves with a
limited amount of water. They’re quite challenged by it. It
challenges their problem-solving skills.”
And when all is said and done? “They are so grateful for
their showers,” says Dr. Walljasper. More importantly,
though, they have a newfound appreciation for water.
“And they actively look for ways to conserve water, to be
more careful about it.”
This is the professor’s third year of doing the project with
students, and she notes that this year they spent more
time discussing the complexities of water’s importance
and the bigger picture issues it raises. “If you’re walking
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to get water, you might not be safe if you’re a child or
woman. You may be missing out on school because of
this,” she points out. “If you don’t have to walk, you could
instead go to school, get a job, earn money for your
family. It helps the whole country’s economy.”
Dr. Walljasper relates that one student in particular
was somewhat resistant to the project’s focus on water,
wondering why they should be worrying about people in

using it are discovering there’s more they can do. Avoiding

other countries when they have enough troubles here at

the use of bottled water is certainly a step in the right

home. Though she certainly made the effort to explain

direction. “It’s an incredibly expensive process to get

the importance of caring for those abroad, Walljasper

water bottled and then packaged and then transported

also took this as a challenge to bring the issue home. “I

to where it’s needed, when we have clean, almost free

said, well, you know, we really need to focus on water

water just flowing from the tap at whatever temperature

locally as well,” she relates. “We just had a speaker

we want,” emphasizes Professor Walljasper. “So we talked

yesterday come in and talk about what are the water

about bottled water in class as well.”

issues in the United States, specifically in our region.”
She acknowledges, though, that change can be hard.
Students in the class were encouraged to address many

“I’m not sure how much it’s changed in their own lives.

questions that link water to their own lives, such as, “Do

And it’s hard for me as well,” she admits. “We don’t buy

we fertilize our yards, and should we do that? What’s the

bottled water at home, but it’s taken a few years to really

impact on our water source? And what other things can

get my family to buy into that. Now that we’ve done it,

we do, besides turning off the tap when we’re brushing

it’s automatic. My kids will go get a metal bottle from

our teeth? What else can we do to be good stewards of

the cupboard and fill it with water, and they don’t think

the water?”

anything of it. It took a couple years to get them to that
point because we had just gotten into the habit of just

Students who previously thought the only way they
could help was to turn the water off when they’re not

grabbing one from the fridge.”
Continued on Page 23
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W O R L D T R A N S F OR MI N G C L E RG Y

Caring for Veterans
And Their Families
Rev. Steve Peters, who began working full-time as an Air

A particular topic that Rev.

National Guard chaplain three years ago, hadn’t really

Peters has more recently

planned to get his Doctor of Ministry (D.Min.), until a

learned about and focused on

unique opportunity presented itself. He discovered that

is the concept of moral injury

Wesley Theological Seminary, located in our nation’s

and its impact on people in the

capital, was offering a D.Min. track specifically for military

military setting and beyond. “We have broken people,”

chaplains.

says Rev. Peters. “Injuries that affect our souls.”

“Given their setting in Washington D.C., they have access

“How can we as a church, how can we as pastors,

to the Pentagon, the chaplains, all the resources the area

understand?” he continues. “I think that’s the key is

has to provide,” points out Rev. Peters. “I just thought,

understanding what’s happening inside of people—to

‘How can I pass this up?’ And it has been a phenomenal

the extent that we can, having not had the experience

opportunity to learn in my specific area of passion in

ourselves—and having an appreciation for that. And

ministry right now.”

then couple that with our desire to love, to envelope,
and to seek to help persons begin to recover and find

“It’s really stretched me and helped me to grow,” he adds,

reconciliation in their pain, in their brokenness.”

citing his appreciation of getting to learn from great
scholars, both from the Wesleyan perspective and from

“The church is uniquely positioned, I believe, to be in

other perspectives as well.

that ministry of healing in a world that sometimes gets
forgotten about.”
Rev. Peters is now working on a project to develop a way
to care for veterans and their families in the wake of the
trauma and spiritual injuries they have suffered. “It would
have been easy for me to just say, okay, I’m a military
chaplain, how can my project help benefit chaplains? But I
thought, I’m a National Guard chaplain, which means I’ve
got a foot in two worlds—the home base local conference
church area, as well as the military world. So I decided
to bridge the two,” he reports. “My project is focusing
around how to do effective military ministry in the local
congregation.”
For the project, which has already been accepted by the
Wesley faculty, Rev. Peters will connect with ministry
students, people in the Conference, and pastors and
their churches who are interested in finding ways to
minister to and address the needs of military vets, guard-
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“…we’re all broken,
in one way or another.”

persons, reserve, or active-duty people who are in their
communities.

and untreated. But Rev. Peters also recognizes that
spiritual scars are something that everyone bears.

“My plan is to offer that opportunity to get at least six,
maybe as many as 10 congregations, who will sign on

“The crisis of brokenness that comes out of an experience

with me,” Rev. Peters elaborates. “I will kind of be their

of conflict in war, it’s kind of a concentrated injury,”

coach through the process. And then I pray they’ll be

explains Rev. Peters. “[But] we’re all broken, in one way

willing to share their story with me, that I can write

or another. And our souls are wounded at one level or

about experiences and what we’ve learned from that and

another, maybe from a string of events or one of them

how we can make the process better.” Contact Steve at

within our lives. So the concepts that are being shared

stevepeters@hotmail.com.

because of the concentrated work of working with
military veterans and their experiences can truly be

As society seeks to understand and help our veterans

broadened out into the entire ministry’s focus of how we

with the physical and psychological pain that so many of

minster to people and how we are able to listen to stories

them experience, it’s important that we learn more about

and provide the presence, the incarnation of Christ in

the spiritual and moral traumas that often go unidentified

their midst.” n

Water For a Thirsty World—Continued from Page 21

families and in their workplaces, and that they will carry

But even though change can be slow, Dr. Walljasper is

on this message that water is a valuable resource and we

heartened to see that her students do, in fact, commit

need to protect it, not squander it. I hope it’s raised their

themselves to the project. They will even admit when

awareness.”

they’ve almost had a lapse and started washing their
hands from the tap before remembering to use their

The student themselves contributed to raising awareness

water jug instead. It’s obvious that they take it seriously—

of the issue by participating in Water Our Thirsty World’s

even if the challenges of those five days make the

Water Walk at the college recently. The annual spring

students a bit cranky.

event, which brings college students and the community
together for a good cause, raises funds to provide safe

“We talk about that, how in the moment, it’s not that

water solutions across the globe.

fun, but that afterward they reflect back and they’re all
smiling and they have a really positive attitude about it,”

When all is said and done, Walljasper hopes that the

she says, describing how the project ultimately relates to

students who have participated in her project not only

the class’s theme of positive psychology. “We talk about

become good stewards of water, but are also inspired to

how memory and attitude and emotion can influence

fight for other causes that they care about.

your well-being, and what you pay attention to, what you
choose to focus on is meaningful for your own happiness.

“For that student who says we should be helping people in

So that’s more of the psychology piece there.”

our country, yes, absolutely. Take what we’ve done here and
apply it to something that matters to you,” she implores.

Beyond the class, Dr. Walljasper is optimistic that the

“My hope is that they’ll devote themselves to what matters

message of the project will be lasting. “I hope that they

to them, having experienced it in the classroom.” n

will think about these things as they themselves have
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2015 Iowa Annual Conference True Vine Ministry Events

Hosted by First Lady Racelder Grandberry-Trimble | For Active & Retire Clergy Spouses of the Iowa Conference

Fall Gathering of Clergy Spouses
Saturday, October 3, 2015
9:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location: East Central District
$20
Registration required. Please use attached form.

First Lady Racelder Grandberry-Trimble
warmly invites you to a
Fall Gathering for a day of fellowship,
celebration and renewal.
(Last year’s Leadership Training included:)

What Do I Want?
Explore your role as a clergy spouse of the Iowa Annual Conference.
What Should I Say?
Identify what manner of speaking applies to you most often.
Who Am I?
Engage in a creative way to explore your ministry and purpose.

Prayer Care Circle

I ask every clergy spouse to please pray with me during the 2015 Fall Gathering of Clergy
Spouses for those who are not with us. Pray for encouragement, peace, hope and love.
YOUR prayers do make a difference! Thank you! —First Lady Racelder Grandberry Trimble

Registration Form
Name (please print):
Email Address:
Phone (best contact):
Mail $20 check payable to True Vine Ministries and send registration form to:
Iowa Annual Conference | 2301 Rittenhouse Street | Des Moines, IA 50321
Or email information to: Sara Carlson at sara.carlson@iaumc.org
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