April 2015

A Publication of the Communications Ministry Team of the
Iowa Conference of the United Methodist Church

Inside This Issue:
Message from the Bishop—
Come Go With Me
What Easter Means to Me
Childhood Literacy—
Poverty to Opportunity Focus
500 Dresses for Girls in Nigeria

© STEPHANIE CONNELL - FOTOLIA.COM
THE REPORTER | APRIL 2015

1

Bishop
Julius Calvin Trimble
Resident Bishop - Iowa Area
bishop@iaumc.org

Communications Ministry Team
Rev. Dr. Arthur McClanahan
Director of Communications
amcclanahan@iaumc.org
Elizabeth Winders
Art Director
Content Manager
liz.winders@iaumc.org

CONTENTS
3. . . . . . Bishop Julius C. Trimble’s Message
4. . . . . . What Easter Means to Me
7. . . . . . UMC National News
8. . . . . . Cokesbury Vacation Bible School Resources
9. . . . . . Communications Tips
10. . . . .Childhood Literacy—Poverty to Opportunity Focus
12. . . . .500 Dresses for Girls in Nigeria
14. . . . .Support Helps JFON ‘Give a Child a Chance’

Communications Advisory Team
David Wendel

{ front*piece }

Chairperson

Circulation
Jill Stanton
Pastoral Records/Clergy Rolls/
Information Reports
jill.stanton@iaumc.org

The Mission of the Iowa Annual
Conference is to create grace filled
communities of faith.

The Mission of the Communications
Ministry Team is to communicate so
everyone understands.

Iowa Annual Conference
2301 Rittenhouse Street
Des Moines, IA 50321-3101
515.283.1991
www.iaumc.org
IowaAnnualConference
@IowaConference

it?”
to resolve poverty than it does to sustain
“What if it is true that it would cost less
tion in the still speaking daily devotional*
Donna Schaper asks that provocative ques
accounting—an approach that “takes the
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economical and makes more sense.
whole price into account”—is both more
An interesting concept.
we looking at?”
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and dimes and imposing crippling restraints
Yes there is, I think.
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, communion) with people we already know
recommitting to be in community (read
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and potential; (4) dedicate ourselves to
y
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direction the Jesus offers—“go into the
tive
adap
,
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and lamenting loss), understanding that
t doesn’t work and expand what does;
wha
drop
s,
challenge), risk, try new thing
y show and offer, mirroring Paul’s 1
and (5) be known by the love we constantl
Corinthians definition and Jesus’ example.
s
er than at each other, we’d hold all thing
If we did this we’d be with each other rath
s
hbor
neig
far
and
near
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of
lives
e in the
in common (Acts 2), we’d make a differenc
agiously expanding community. Yes,
as well as our own lives, and we’d be a cont
of such enthusiasm is abundance - even
fit
community! We’d discover that the bene
to overflowing giftedness.
’t cause an impoverished lack.
The whole cost of a new community won
A thought for the day...
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From the

BISHOP
Come Go with Me
In the Gospel of Mark, John the Baptist speaks of the coming of Jesus to the
people in this way: “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:7-8)
Jesus reached out to twelve ordinary individuals and invited them into a
companionship that would change their lives and, eventually the world, at the
beginning of his Galilean ministry. He said, “come follow me and I will make you fish for
people.”

Preaching and healing followed this invitation…and then more healing and teaching.
There were times when people did not believe and rejected his teaching. Thousands
were fed. There were miracles. There was institution of the Lords Supper. There was prayer…a lot of prayer.
Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

Jesus was betrayed, brutalized, denied, and mocked.
His crucifixion and death did not end the Gospel story. The good news is that sin and death do not have the last
word.
We believe in and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Mark’s Gospel concludes with the commissioning of the
disciples—those who were invited to come and follow Jesus.
Go into all the world and proclaim the Good News.
What is the business of the church if it is not to invite people to come and follow Jesus, and then grow and go?
Grow in faith and witness. Go in love and service.
Therefore Go and be about the ministry of disciple making and world transforming.
News flash: everyday lives are being blessed by the church that you are a part of!
•

We are still receiving money and saving lives through Imagine No Malaria Iowa.

•

Children and adults are baptized and people are professing faith in Jesus Christ.

Challenges point to opportunities and our shared ministries remain strong. We can do so much more together
than any one church can do, separately.
While there are a few who are stuck on a narrative of permanent decline and scarcity and issues that divide, I
believe in God’s faithfulness!
I wrote a letter to the Ministry Cabinet and Conference Connectional Ministries Council during Advent 2011.
With a few changes I make it available for your reading as a part of our Lent 2015. Click here to read the letter.
Why we are connected in mission: We are Jesus’ house. “Christ, however, was faithful over God’s house as a son, and
we are his house if we hold firm the confidence and the pride that belongs to hope.” (Hebrews 3:6)
We bear fruit when we are connected to the true vine. (John 15:4,5)
Be encouraged,

Bishop Julius C. Trimble
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What Easter
Means to Me

What Easter
Means to Me
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By: Heecheon Jeon, Pastor, First UMC, Iowa City

mystery of the divine-human encountering in which we

Faith is a journey of “preparedness” (Heidegger) in

may be transformed or morphed or renewed. What are

a moment of kairos (Augenblink) in which we are

we waiting for on Easter morning? Is it the resurrected

waiting for someone or something to come without

body of Jesus Christ or the empty tomb where there is

knowing telos or finis. Waiting itself beyond teleological

no death nor life (double negation of kenosis)? If we are

knowledge is a transcendental receptacle (khora) as

eschatologically prepared to explore the mystery of the

infinite possibility which is never realized nor arrived on

khoral waiting, Easter may be an eventful moment of

time. In this infinite waiting, heaven and earth, life and

unconcealment (aletheia; “truthfulness”) that has been

death, God and humans are encountering each other.

traced in Jesus whose resurrection is a process of graceful

In this waiting of kairos, Easter is a glimpse of profound

but radical embrace of all creation. n
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Why do we use lilies as a
symbol of Easter?
• The white bloom is a symbol of purity.
• Their blooming in the spring is a symbol of
new life.
• Jesus mentioned lilies in his teachings.
See More

The Meaning of Easter
By: Paul Burrow, Pastor Perry First UMC , Rippey UMC and Fairview UMC
The meaning of Easter for me really hit home when I first
preached an Easter sermon in Spanish. There is no true
equivalent of “Easter” in Spanish. The closest is “Pascua”,
but that can refer to Christmas as much as to Easter. It is
any special holiday. In my sermon, I wanted to be sure that
the congregation understood which of the holidays I was
referring to. So, I talked about the first “Resurrection Sunday”.

A Reminder that God Is Faithful

And, after the service, I received a number of comments on

By: LaTonya Calderon, Pastor, Farmers & Indianola Center Chapel

how using that terminology helped them concentrate on the

Easter is so important for it confirms once again the

resurrection rather than on all of the other trappings.

faithfulness of God. Easter declares that God did what

And, that is what Easter is all about. We are Easter people.

God said God would do through the life, death and

We are people of the resurrection. Our Lenten theme this

resurrection of Jesus.

year was “Walking with Jesus to the cross and beyond.” We
included the last two words because, as Easter people, we do

God’s faithfulness helps me to have faith in the

not stop at the cross. We do not linger overly long at empty

promises of God. After the resurrection of Jesus, he

tombs. Rather, with the power of the resurrection, we go

promised to be with us Always. As I write this, it’s

into the world to bring new life and new hope to all of God’s

been two weeks after an unexpected brain surgery

creation. For me, this is what sets us apart from all other

and all I can say is God Is Faithful because God was

faiths. We have the power of the resurrection. I once had a

with me. God’s faithfulness is not determined by what

Sunday School teacher who just couldn’t accept the reality of

any one of us goes through but rather who God is and

the resurrection. And, that is the point. We either accept it

what God does and how God is with us always through

by faith or we must reject it. I accept it and I try to live as an

the good and the bad. So I am grateful that no matter

Easter person. n

what I face God is with me. I am grateful that because
of Easter I can face tomorrow because He lives. n

What Does Easter Mean to Me
By: Tom Boomershine, Pastor, DeWitt UMC
When I look at the story of Jesus’ life, I get uncomfortable. Deep in a dark place in my soul, I get the people who crucified Jesus.
I’m a good guy but honestly, I don’t want to serve. I want to be served. Lord knows, I do not want to care for my enemy. “They”
killed Jesus for a reason. I get the dark place “They” were in so well that I can honestly say their dark place is mine. Their sin is
mine. My sin nailed Jesus to the cross.
Mary came to the tomb while it was still dark; dark from the victory of sin, dark from our demand for a blood sacrifice, dark from
our demand to free Barabbas. Barabbas, who was essentially a terrorist. Let Barabbas go free, and crucify Jesus because I do not
want to serve and the last thing I want to do is love my enemies. We won. We killed him. Or did we? As dawn broke, light began
to flood back into my darkness. He’s alive! Oh my God!
I’m sorry. I’m so sorry. I don’t get it. But I want to.
Jesus resurrection is the revelation of all the truth he preached. Winning through killing our enemies is not victory; it leads to
death. We are all in this together and we are dependent on each other and God. When we give our lives over to God’s great
purpose, caring passionately for God and all of life, God gives life. n
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What Easter Means to Me
By: Anna Blaedel, Executive Director UI Wesley Foundation I.C.

Poet Mary Oliver writes, “I got saved by poetry. I got saved by the beauty of the
world.” I’ve begun to think of Easter as a love poem from God, saving us through
unleashed beauty, unrestrained life, unpredictable joy. Easter startles our senses, and upsets
our predictions. The state sentenced Jesus to die. The people, cloaked in religion, rallied against
amnesty, sneered at suggestions of clemency. An eye for an eye. Put the unrest to death, they cried.
Crucify! Execute! Silence this One who turns over temple tables! Deny this One who provokes
wild visions and new dreams!
It is easy to praise the power of Resurrection and the promise of New Life, when we stay safely
abstract. But Easter confronts us. Or rather, Easter calls us to confront our own habits of
destruction, and death. We consume, not caring about the children laboring across the world,
or creation groaning from exhaust(ion). We baptize babies into covenants of divine and human
belovedness, and vow to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present
themselves, but we contest their worth if they were born outside our borders, or clothed in black
and brown skin, or come to desire someone of the same gender or sex. We are enslaved by our
addictions to Cheap, and Convenient, and More.
Easter is an anecdote to apathy. Leaning into the Easter season, we listen convivially to the world.
We pay attention to the weeping and rejoicing of God’s creatures. We remember the mattering of
each life. We get real about brokenness. We confess our capacity to inflict violence. We open our
hearts and lives and doors to the messy, hard, unsettling,
saving power of transformation. We become love poems,
professed and proclaimed, saved and saving, through
God’s unleashed beauty, unrestrained life, and
unpredictable joy. n

Why Do Some Churches
Celebrate Easter with a
Sunrise Service?
• It is symbolic of the women who went to the
tomb early on the first Easter morning.
• J esus is the light and “those who do what
is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done
in God” (John 3:21). See More
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From UMC News ...
Kurewa: ‘This has been like Jesus at the mountain’
John Wesley Kurewa compared the commitment by the Foundation for Evangelism to
endow a professorship in Africa University’s Faculty of Theology to the experience of
Jesus on the mountaintop.
“Don’t you wish we could stay here forever?” he asked supporters of the United
Methodist university who were gathered for the chancellor’s dinner during several days
of celebrations surrounding the inauguration of the new vice chancellor, Munashe Furusa.
Read More!

Filipino United Methodists rally for unity, discipleship
Some 9,000 United Methodists converged March 21 to pray, march together and have
fellowship for the family unity and solidarity.
The march also magnified the significance of the growing discipleship ministries launched
in March 2013 by the Manila episcopal area of The United Methodist Church in the
Philippines.
Read More!

Ebola doesn’t stop 93-year-old’s return to Sierra Leone
In early September, 2014, 93-year-old Dr. Lowell Gess bought a plane ticket to Sierra
Leone.
The earliest booking he could get was Jan. 3, 2015, but Gess was determined to provide
whatever services he could to fight Ebola in a country that had been a second home to
him.
Read More!

Africa University, new leader face many challenges
As Africa University celebrated the installation of its new vice chancellor, the 23-year-old
United Methodist-related university’s board struggled with growing pains.
The board of directors at its March 20 meeting discussed aging buildings, overcrowded
dorms and the need for more professors with doctorates to retain Zimbabwean
accreditation of programs.
Read More!

Assuming role of ‘creation care’ as God’s mandate
For some United Methodists, taking care of God’s creation is a biblical mandate.
As the Rev. Josh Amerson, associate pastor at Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church
in Atlanta, points out, “God’s first word to Adam was to till and keep the earth. We
humans have done exceedingly well at the tilling, but until recently the keeping has been
overlooked.”
Read More!
THE REPORTER | APRIL 2015
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VACAT IO N B I B L E S C H O O L R ES O URC E S

Your #1 Source for Vacation Bible School

Doris Henry, the Des Moines Community Resource
Consultant, has several sample kits available for preview.
Feel free to contact her at 515-318-8189 or by email at
dhenry@cokesbury.com to set up an appointment.

G-Force
At Cokesbury’s G-Force VBS, kids explore how to put their faith into action. In this missionfocused VBS, kids experience God’s unstoppable love and discover how to fuel up and move
in and through life with God. Watch your church come alive with movement and images of all
sorts of kid-friendly transportation, such as skateboards, running shoes, roller blades, and more!
Learn more!

Shining Star: See the Jesus in Me!
The essential resource to plan and organize your Shining Star VBS utilizing African American
culture and history as a lens through which to teach biblical truths. Participants will discover the
Bible as a light for life’s path, realize each has Star Power in Jesus Christ, have community fun
shining like stars for God and be encouraged to believe that Jesus is the light that shines in them!
Learn more!

Camp Discovery: Jesus At Work Through Us
God has a tree-mendous plan for kids—today, right where they are! At Camp Discovery, kids
learn that even in the wilderness, they can depend on Jesus, our “true north” as He saves us,
guides us, and works through us. Learn more!

Everest: Conquering Challenges with God’s Mighty Power
Embark on an icy expedition where kids overcome obstacles with God’s awesome power. Anchor
kids in rock-solid Bible truths that will guide them through life’s challenges. Each day kids trek
through field-tested activity stations with their Climbing Crews (small groups of up to 5 kids and
one leader). Every station is designed to reinforce the daily Bible Point in a hands-on, interactive
way that keeps everyone engaged. Learn more!

Hometown Nazareth: Where Jesus was a Kid
Everone knows what it’s like to hear your mom tell stories from your childhood. Can you imagine
the kinds of stories Mary would tell? Take your kids back to Hometown Nazareth, where they’ll
stand up for thier faith among people who doubt that the carpenter’s son is really God’s son.
Learn more!

Cross Culture VBS: Thailand Trek
Meet real kids from Thailand in videos who will teach campers the culture—so you and your
volunteers become Thai experts! Create a Thai setting that will wow kids with decorations and
inspirations. Excite kids with experiential Bible stories, high-energy games, and authentic Thai
activities. Learn more!
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From UMCOM
7 Tips to Draw Visitors with Social Media
You cannot log onto any site without seeing “recommendations.” Sometimes,
they are generated by a computer, sometimes by your social connections,
but it is clear that we are looking more and more to “recommendations” to
guide our decisions.

TIPS!

Read More

When Winning Friends and Influencing People Goes Awry
Millions of people have read How to Win Friends and Influence People, the
classic self-improvement book first published in 1936 by Dale Carnegie —
our godfather of leadership studies. One criticism sometimes evoked by the
title is that friends should be made rather than won. However, readers who
dive into Carnegie’s principles quickly realize that the author’s tactics are
steeped in kindness, authenticity and humility.
Read More

Garner More Readers by Including Tweetable Quotes
When Bobby Day sang about it in 1958, “Rockin’ Robin” was the only one
tweeting. In 2015, more than 200 million users “tweet” every day.
A tweetable quote is a brief but memorable statement in your article.
Highlighting such quotes enables readers to quickly understand the context
of your article and easily share your thoughts with others.
Read More

Live Broadcast Your Worship Service Online - Free
Often, people cannot make it to church because of illness, travel or weather,
but that doesn’t mean they have to forgo worship. Technological innovation
has made what was once an expensive venture now close to free. In fact,
most churches already have what they need. If you aren’t sure, we have a
helpful resource that can help you answer the question,” Why stream?”
Read More

5 Steps to Spring Clean Your Church Website
Inevitably, people will search church websites and come across dead pages,
bad links and seriously outdated information. These Web visitors probably
will not visit in person. Don’t let this happen to your church.

Online Training—
Available Anytime!
United Methodist
Communications Training
offers affordable online
courses, with professional
instruction available on
YOUR time.
They will can teach you
how to engage with your
congregation online,
reach out to seekers, and
share God’s love with the
latest Internet tools. They
will share best practices
for building a team for
welcoming ministry.
They can even help you
plan a mission trip to
improve the quality of life
in developing countries
through information
and communications
technology.
Don’t miss this valuable
resource!

Click Here

Read More
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Childhood Literacy—

Poverty to Opportunity Focus
“We have a lot of people living in poverty

“Out of that, we started thinking, ‘What’s

in the state of Iowa, and we need to

the church’s role,’” says Rev. Twedt-Ball.

be looking at ways to improve their

“The church’s role really is to give people

livelihood,” states Rev. Clint Twedt-

opportunity, to give them hope.”

Ball, Mathew 25’s Executive Director.
He and several others have begun

“...one of the root
causes of poverty
is insufficient
childhood
education.”

working towards that goal as a part
of a new Poverty to Opportunity Task
Force created at the 2014 Iowa Annual
Conference session.

Forming the Task Force
The Bishop’s Poverty to Opportunity Task
Force was created to address ways that
the church could both lead and facilitate
anti-poverty measures. The group’s initial
mission was four-pronged.

The idea was born during a discussion on
strategic priorities, when the question if

•

First, they were to look at programs

the Conference was going to stay focused

that can engage people of faith

on helping people living in poverty. From

in hands-on activities, creating

there an urban poverty summit was

opportunities for those experiencing

convened and issues were discussed more

economic poverty.

in depth. It became clear that poverty in
Iowa is both an urban and rural issue, one

•

affecting many people across the state.

Second, they needed to explore
statewide strategic partnerships that
could impact poverty.

•

Third, they had to determine funding
needs.

•

Fourth task has been to recommend
a statewide program that will allow
communities of faith to have a
transformative impact on urban and
rural poverty.

They began their efforts by brainstorming,
dreaming, and asking themselves
important questions like: “If we’re going
to impact poverty in the state, how do we
do that? Do we take on hunger, do we take
on literacy? Do we focus on immigration,
homelessness,” according to Twedt-Ball.
10
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W OR L D -T R A N SF OR M I NG

What they discovered is that one of the

we learn from each other and grow this in

root causes of poverty is insufficient

an organic way?’”

childhood education.
And no church or organization is too big or
“What seems to keep popping up over and

too small to get involved. “It’s been a broad

over is this idea that if kids are significantly

constituency,” he observes, “a great group

behind in reading, the chances of them

of people from all over the state. He notes

having success in the world, however

that participants have come from larger

you want to define that—whether it’s

cities like Des Moines and Cedar Rapids,

staying out of jail, having a decent living-

but smaller churches and rural-based

wage-paying job—chances of them having

organizations are getting involved as well.

success are decreased in large part if they
aren’t reading at grade level by 3rd grade,”

In fact, there has already been a great

he explained. “So how do we as a church

success story at Tingley United Methodist

begin to think about helping to make sure

Church, a church in the small town of

kids in all 99 counties have the resources

Tingley, which has a population of only

they need to reach grade level?”

200. “That started with selling some used

To learn more about the
Bishop’s Poverty
to Opportunity
Task Force contact
Rev. Clint Twedt-Ball
(clint@hub25.org) or
Rev. Clint Twedt-Ball,
201 3rd Ave SW, Cedar
Rapids, IA 52404,
319-362-2214

furniture for $400 and using that $400 to

Utilizing the Churches Assets
With a more specific strategy for tackling
poverty in their sights, the task force
began thinking about how churches and
the Conference can best utilize their
assets. “We have faith communities in
virtually every county in Iowa, and often
in multiple locations in that county. A lot
of those faith communities are right near
where schools are,” Twedt-Ball points
out. “A lot of the faith communities have
retired folks that would be enriched by
having a connection with young kids. And
a lot of faith communities have space
where they could have a library or host
afterschool programs that focused on
reading.”

launch an afterschool program. And now
that afterschool program is supporting 18
kids in reading every week,” says TwedtBall reported. “So we want to be about
helping churches at all different sizes to
support kids and reading. We believe that
every church, regardless of size, can have
an impact on this.”
Anyone interested in lending their time
to the cause is encouraged to join the
Poverty to Opportunity Task Force. “It’s
important that people know how they
can get involved. This is not a task force
with strict boundaries or admission
requirements on it,” he emphasized,
adding that the group meets once a
month—usually by conference call, and

“What we’re trying to do is approach

then in person once every three months.

this in a grassroots, asset-based learning

“Anybody that wants to show up for those

community way, where we say ‘Okay, who

meetings is more than welcome,” he says.

are the churches and the other United

“We’re trying to build a movement.”

Methodist-related institutions in the state
that are working on reading, and how can

Read More!
THE REPORTER | APRIL 2015
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T R A N S FO R M AT I O N A L L E A D E R S

500 Dressess

For Girls in Nigeria
There are a million ways to make a

When all was said and done, nearly 500

difference in the world, if you only have

dresses were completed. With each one

the desire and the will to do it. In the case

taking anywhere between 30 minutes and

of sixth-grader Hannah Curtis, it just took

an hour to make, it was a lot of time to put

some pillowcases, a sewing machine, and

in, but Hannah wasn’t alone in the effort.

determination.
“My family helped me out a lot,” she
Hannah loves to sew. And not long

confirms. They would buy her supplies, or

ago, when she and her mother were

dig some of their own out of the attic or

trying to think of a good project to

basement. Hannah’s church, First United

work on, they discovered that many

Methodist Church of Jefferson, also got

girls in Nigeria don’t have enough

in on the action. “We had a little bin at

clothes. “So we decided to make
a lot of pillowcase dresses for
them and send them off to

church that people could just put things in,
like the pillowcases and fabric and stuff to
make it.”

Nigeria,” says Hannah.
If you’re not familiar with
pillowcase dresses, they
are cute, simple dresses
that are perfect for
young girls. “You take

Inspiration
The generosity of her fellow churchgoers
helped inspire Hannah. “People kept giving
me donations, so that kept me excited to
keep sewing. And sewing always makes me
happy,” she says.

a pillowcase, and you
cut the seam on it,”

“She did an excellent job,” states

explains Hannah.

Hannah’s proud dad, Kent Curtis, who

“Then you fold them

also contributed. “I helped out doing the

in half [and] you cut

pressing, I guess. It kept me away from

the arm holes.” A sewing

the sewing machine,” he chuckled. “It took

machine, bias tape,

quite awhile, but we just kept plugging

rickrack, and ribbons

away at it.”

then all play a role
in transforming that

Kent, too, was inspired by the fact that

pillowcase into a pretty

members of the church supported the

little dress.

project. “It made me feel like it’s a project
that’s going to be worthwhile to do,
knowing that these girls are less fortunate

12
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than a lot of us, and that things just don’t
come easy. God was just helping us to keep
going, to keep doing it.”
Hannah’s pastor, Rev. Julie Poulsen,
praises her compassion, talent, and
dedication. “She announced her goal to
the congregation and invited everyone
to help. Women gathered at the church
to make the dresses, everyone donated
supplies and we all cheered her on! We
are so proud of her and her mom who care
for those who have less than they need
to thrive. Her faith in God and Christ is
evident every day and especially through
this great outreach project.”
Other churches may want to consider
pursuing a project like this as well. “It’s a
really easy project to start with. It doesn’t
take long,” says Hannah, who feels that
even a sewing novice would be able to take
it on.
Which is not to say that making 500
dresses doesn’t take some perseverance.

“It’s going to be worth
much more than what you
started with.”

“I would tell them that it’s going to be a
lot of hard work, but in the end, it’s going
to be worth your time that you put into
it,” Hannah insists. “It’s going to be worth
much more than what you started with.” n

Click HERE to listen to
the audio interview
with Hannah.
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Support Helps JFON

‘Give a Child a Chance’
Generous support at a January event is making it possible

over the City of Des

for Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors to “Give a Child a

Moines was the

Chance.” More than 100 people gathered on January 28,

hope of being able

2015, to support JFON, which “is a faith-driven ministry,

“to provide services

welcoming immigrants into our churches and communities

to children who

by providing free, high-quality immigration legal services,

would otherwise not

education, and advocacy.”

have access to legal
services,” observed

Frank Camp, JFON’s Board chairperson, called the

Brynne Howard,

outpouring of support “really huge.” He was heartened to

JFON’s regional

see “a group like this that’s really different from our usual

attorney and church

support base get this interested in our mission, our goals.”

and community
worker. “For those

The evening was “a dream come true for Justice for our

children it may

Neighbors,” said Ann Naffier, JFON’s regional attorney.

mean the difference

Simply put, it was “an incredible thing,” and incredible

between life and

beyond seeing the number of people who made their

death because the children come from dangerous, horrible

way to the law offices of Dorsey & Whitney on the 41st

situations in their home countries.”

floor of 801 Grand. Even higher than the vantage point
JFON had an announced goal of raising $100,000. Speaking
at the January 28 program, Frank Camp said, “We’re getting
tantalizingly close” to getting there. And getting there “will
mean that we will be able to support one lawyer and a parttime legal assistant for the first year,” Camp added.
“What it’s really going to do is to free us up to continue that
work that we’re doing around the state meeting with any
number of immigrants with any number of kinds of cases,”
Ann Naffier noted. “We’ve not really been able to give our
full attention to that because we’ve been dealing with the
unaccompanied minors,” but by meeting the goal and being
able to add desperately need staff the JFON team will be
able to work together to expand that service.
Realizing the goal will mean, “We’ll be able to grow the kinds
of services that we can offer to the over 250 unaccompanied
children in Iowa” reported Brynne Howard. In addition to
that, “Part of the work of the new attorney will be to mentor
14
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and grow our network of pro bono
attorneys who are helping with these
cases.”

Meet the JFON Attorneys
Brynne L. Howard

Former Iowa Governor Robert Ray sent
a note of support. Speaking on behalf of
his wife and himself Ray said, “Billie and
I support Justice For Our Neighbors, the
expert nonprofit in Iowa on immigration
legal services…[and] support expansion
of their good work, giving newer
immigrants a chance for a safer and better
life of opportunity in Iowa.” He added,

Brynne L. Howard joined JFON as the Western Iowa
Site Attorney and a General Board of Global Ministries
Church and Community Worker in 2011. Brynne
received her BA from St. Olaf College and graduated
with highest honors from Drake Law School in 2010.
During law school Brynne served on the Drake Law
Review and represented individuals in the Criminal
Defense Law Clinic. Prior to law school, Brynne worked for a domestic abuse
shelter and as a case manager with Iowa JFON. Brynne is licensed to practice
law in Iowa. She is fluent in Spanish. Brynne lives in Des Moines with her
husband, daughter and their dachshund Marley.

emphatically, “Iowa is a welcoming state!”
Ann Naffier

Ongoing support, beyond the January 28
event, can come in many ways. “People
can contribute, monetarily,” Naffier said.
In addition, “We’re always looking for
volunteers to help us out with our clinics,
with our clients, and help us advocate for
better immigration laws for immigrants in
Iowa.”
“Iowa Justice for Our Neighbors has
been serving clients in our communities

Ann Naffier joined JFON as the Eastern Iowa Site
Attorney in 2014. Ann received her BA from the
University of Iowa and graduated with highest honors
from Drake Law School in 2011. Before joining JFON,
Ann Naffier was an associate attorney in the Immigration
Department of the Davis Brown Law Firm in Des Moines.
Before law school, she worked for the American Friends
Service Committee, a Quaker non-profit agency in Des Moines. There she was
a BIA accredited representative and provided immigration counseling and
legal services to immigrants and refugees. Ann worked for several years on
the U.S.-Mexican border with refugees from Central America at Annunciation
House in El Paso, and Casa Marianela in Austin, Texas. Ann is licensed to
practice law in Iowa. She is fluent in Spanish. Ann is married to Oscar Porras,
who is originally from Nicaragua, and they have two sons: Etienne and Seth.

since 1999. Established by the United
Methodist Committee on Relief in 1999,
JFON helps people from all over the
world. Our services are available to all
without regard to race, gender, or religion.
Clinics are located in Cedar Rapids, Des
Moines, Columbus Junction, Storm Lake
and Ottumwa.” (from the JFON website)
More information is available at:

April Palma
April Palma joined JFON as the unaccompanied minors
attorney in March 2015. April grew up near Denver,
CO and graduated from the University of Colorado
at Boulder with a degree in Political Science and
International Affairs in 2011. She received her law
degree from Drake Law School in 2014. During Law
school April clerked for Iowa Legal Aid and represented
individuals in the Tax Clinic. April is licensed to practice law in Iowa and is
fluent in Spanish. April lives in Clive and when not engaged in the practice
of immigration law enjoys baking cakes, reading, and playing with her puppy
Oliver.

www.iajfon.org.

THE REPORTER | APRIL 2015

15

Iowa United Methodist School for Ministry
Announces 2015 Faculty and Dates
April 21-24, 2015

www.iowaschoolforministry.org
The Iowa United Methodist
School for Ministry is pleased to
announce that Dr. Rita
Nakashima Brock, Dr. Pamela
Lightsey and Dr. Kristen Leslie
have agreed to speak on the
topic of Moral Trauma at our
2015 School, which will be held
on April 21-24, 2015 at Honey
Creek Resort State Park.
In December 2008, Dr. Brock and Dr. Gabriella Lettini
began work on the Truth Commission on Conscience in
War (www.conscienceinwar.org), which, in November
2010, recommended extensive public education on moral
injury. In response, she and Dr. Lettini co-authored Soul
Repair: Recovery from Moral Injury After War (Beacon,
2012). Soul Repair seeks to help veterans, their families,
members of their communities, and clergy understand
the impact of war on the consciences of healthy people,
support the recovery of moral conscience in society, and
restore veterans to civilian life.

Rev. Dr. Rita Nakashima Brock (pictured at the top) is Research Professor of
Theology and Culture and Founding Co-Director of the Soul Repair Center at Brite
Divinity School. Rev. Dr. Kristen Leslie (right below) joined the Eden faculty for the
fall 2010 semester as the Professor of Pastoral Care and Theology. Rev. Dr. Pamela
Lightsey (below left) currently co-chairs the American Academy of Religion’s
Womanist Approaches to Religion and Society Group and is a member of the
Executive Committee for the Soul Repair Project

Dr. Lightsey is a scholar, social justice activist, and
military veteran. Her story of moral injury and soul
repair are one of four stories featured in Soul Repair. Dr.
Lightsey’s publications include “Reconciliation,” in
Radical Evangelical (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company) and “If There Should Come a Word” in Black
United Methodists Preach! (Abingdon Press). Dr.
Lightsey's academic and research interests include:
classical and contemporary just war theory, Womanist
theology, Queer theory and theology, and African
American religious history and theologies.
Dr. Leslie is the author of Three Decades of Women
Writing for Their Lives in Feminist and Womanist
Pastoral Theology, and the book, When Violence Is No
Stranger: Pastoral Care and Counseling with Survivors
of Acquaintance Rape. She has prepared and presented
numerous journal articles and public lectures on pastoral
care, chaplaincy and spiritual care after rape. She
occasionally is called on as a consultant for matters
related to clergy misconduct, religious intolerance and
sexualized violence.

View more about school
& the 2015 Faculty
on our website or
“like” us on Facebook.

Note: Our 2015 dates (April 21-24) are NOT the week immediately following Easter!
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