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VIII. REPORTS 

A. INFORMATION REPORTS 

INFORMATION REPORTS – REQUIRED 

EDITOR’S NOTE ON REQUIRED REPORTS: 
The board and agency reports that are required to report to the conference may be referenced in 
the section of the journal called “Reports of Conference Action.” The groups were asked to share 
their primary purpose or mission and to describe the highlights of their ministry for 2012. If some 
agencies provided grants from apportionment funding this was noted in their report. Please see 
“Reports of Conference Action,” this Conference Journal. All other required reports are as follows: 
 

I. AGENCIES 
 

A. OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 
 

1. Children and Family Urban Ministries 
 

Children and Family Urban Ministries (CFUM) 
1548 8th Street  
P.O. Box 41125 
Des Moines, IA 50311 
515-282-3242 (phone) 282-3585 (fax) 
www.cfum.org 
 
The mission of CFUM is to create a community within a community to support the potential of 
children, youth, and families through educational success, healthy living, and community 
engagement. 

The neighborhood CFUM serves is rich in ethnic and racial diversity, as well as economically 
challenged.  The stresses of poverty impact many aspects of the lives of children and youth living 
in the neighborhood, placing them at risk for poor educational outcomes and diminished capacity 
for their futures.  CFUM offers programs to improve the lives and support the potential of children, 
youth, and families—offering tangible resources and radical neighborliness.   

CFUM received a $32,000 in 2012. 

In 2012 CFUM commemorated 20 years in ministry in this place.  CFUM seeks to not only meet 
immediate needs, but also seeks to bring the power of people of faith to the work of eradicating 
the persistent, pernicious needs that result from poverty, racism and classism and creating justice 
for all of God’s children.    

The Breakfast Club offers a nutritious meal and a safe, nurturing place for youth before school. 

The Supper Club provides an evening meal six days a week, serving adults and children.   

The Haven is an academically-based after school program for students in grades K-5.  Close 
relationships are maintained with parents and teachers to offer specific academic supports and 
connect learning beyond school giving students opportunities for creative self-expression and 
healthy self-development.   

Awesome Days is an academically-based program offered during school breaks in the summer, 
fall and spring.    Using a project learning model; educational enrichment, arts workshops, field 
trips, sports and community engagement are offered around a theme.    
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Whyld Girls and Backyard Boyz are gender specific programs for 6th – 8th grade adolescents 
that meet during the school year and also include Summer Literacy Programs.  High school 
mentors work with the programs and operate a jewelry business, Product with Purpose and 
Future the Alternative F Word, a peer-led pregnancy prevention campaign in the neighborhood.  
Revenues from these businesses go to an educational fund for the youth.   

The Back-School Health Fair provides a full complement of school supplies for each student 
and classroom at Moulton Extended Learning Center along with school physicals, eye exams and 
fun family activities. 

Linda Danielson, Operations Director 
 

2. Hawthorn Hill 
 
Name of agency:  Hawthorn Hill 
 
Name of person(s) making this report: Tim Shanahan, Executive Director 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your board/agency: 
Our mission is to establish and operate housing programs for homeless families with children that 
help them obtain permanent housing and to provide services to help families achieve economic 
self-sufficiency. Hawthorn Hill has been in existence since 1978. We predominately serve very 
low-income homeless single mothers with children, and over 50% of those we serve are of ethnic 
status. We serve the community through two programs: New Directions Shelter (emergency 
shelter for homeless mothers with children) and The Home Connection (supportive housing for 
homeless families with children). 
 
New Directions Shelter - Since opening in February of 1990, New Directions Shelter has provided 
free, temporary, emergency shelter and services for homeless mothers and their children. The 
primary goal of New Directions Shelter is to offer all guests an atmosphere of hospitality which 
emphasizes dignity and respect for others, encouragement for positive change, and the emotional 
and physical space necessary to make responsible, informed decisions for securing housing for 
their families. During their stay at New Directions Shelter, women are assisted by staff in locating 
more permanent housing for their families, acquiring employment and childcare services if 
needed and accessing available community resources such as health care.  
 
Describe the highlights of your board/agency’s ministry activities in 2012: 
New Directions Shelter served 410 homeless mothers and children (123 families) during 2012.  
Approximately 70% (287) of our shelter residents were children. Through our supportive services, 
approximately 72% of our families moved into more permanent housing, and 66% of our mothers 
gained short or long-term employment that looked for employment. Sixty-eight percent (68%) of 
our families increased their household income by over 10% during their stay at New Directions 
Shelter and 89% of the families obtained free or reduced cost childcare that needed the service.   
 
Hawthorn is very grateful for the support from the Iowa Annual Conference for our efforts to 
provide a helping hand to homeless families with children.  
 
If your agency issued grants from apportionment funding in 2012, please list the ministries 
receiving grants and the amount each received: 
 
New Directions Shelter Program: Community & Institutional Ministries - $16,000 
 

3. Iowa United Methodist Foundation 
 

Name of person making this report: Kevin Gowdy, Executive Director 
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The Iowa United Methodist Foundation's focus is on service to Iowa United Methodist individuals, 
churches, the Annual Conference and related agencies. Services are concentrated in two basic 
areas--fund development and investment management. 
 
Fund development services: working with individuals in planning charitable gifts, assisting local 
churches with planned giving programs and special campaigns; and, providing fund-raising 
services for the Annual Conference and related agencies. 
  
Investment management services: provide investment options within the Social Principles of 
the United Methodist Church for local churches, the Conference and related agencies, and, 
investing and managing charitable trusts and endowments from United Methodist individuals.  
 
Governance: The Foundation is governed by approximately 20 men and women, laity and 
clergy. These individuals bring their diverse and rich experiences to the Foundation. They are 
business leaders, bankers, attorneys, farmers, homemakers, insurance and investment experts, 
etc.  
 In 2012: 

 Scholarships totaling $92,351 were offered with 85 awards made 
 Special Ministries & Missions of 28 organizations and programs received $149,777. 
 Churches, The Annual Conference and Related Agencies earned $2,263,449 from 

investments established for expanded ministries and missions.  
 Individuals received income of $324,532 from Charitable Trusts, Gift Annuities and 

Other Investments offered through the Foundation. 
 Mortgages totaling $4,270,164 were serviced by the Iowa United Methodist Church 

Building Fund Trust. 
 Twelve churches received capital campaign assistance from informational meetings to 

extended campaign consultation 
 Twenty-one churches participated in on-site consultations and regional seminars on 

endowments and planned giving 
 Seventeen churches received other financial stewardship on-site consultations 

 
4. Wesley Foundations 

 
Wesley Foundations Celebrate 100 Years 

The Methodist Movement began on campus when, in 1729, John Wesley, brother Charles and a 
few others started a Holy Club which met early every morning for conversation, prayer, 
reading scripture and "watching over one another in love".  

100 years ago Iowa Methodists continued Wesley's campus ministry vision as they began 
shaping conversations on campuses in our state.  

And today, the conversations continue. These conversations take place in various settings and 
around various topics.  

There are conversations about relationships.   

Conversations take place about healthy interactions, about how to solve problems within 
relationships, about families, and conversations which deepen our connections with and 
understandings of each other.  

We have conversations about God. What are your beliefs about God? What informs your beliefs? 
What can we do to be more Christ-like? How can we share our beliefs about God with others? 
What can we do to deepen our understandings of God?  

Conversations happen about putting faith into action. These conversations happen around 
the table, while participating in mission projects, and on service and learning trips. Conversations 
take place about why and how we serve others. 
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We have conversations happen about the future. Conversations take place about jobs, about 
careers and about living out faith in any profession, in relationships, and in all aspects of life.  

Every year our Wesley Foundation campus ministries maintain traditions while constantly moving 
beyond our walls, providing a home away from home, and creating new places for new people. 

Conversations take place everywhere 
* In the kitchen 
* Around the table 
* At the grocery store 
* At an art exhibit  
* Outside 
* Around the Christmas Tree 
* In Worship  
* Late at Night    
* Early in the morning  

Through the decades Wesley Foundations have nurtured thousands of conference and 
denominational leaders, pastors, Sunday School Teachers, Chairs of Boards, committee 
members, persons in all vocations, parents, and loving family members. Thanks to the prayers 
and financial support of the churches and people of the Iowa Annual Conference our Wesley 
Foundations have been shaping conversations on campus for 100 years...shaping conversations 
which shape lives...shaping lives which shape the world. 

The Wesley Foundation at Drake University 

The Wesley Foundation at Iowa State University 

The Wesley Foundation at the University of Iowa 

The Wesley Foundation at the University of Northern Iowa 

Financial Statement from the Wesley Foundation at Drake University 
Income Expense 
Annual Conference $99,970 Staff Support $80,363 
Miscellaneous 9,552 Office Expense 2,061 
Building 5,838 Property Maintenance 41,327 
Interest 11 Administration 8,203 
            0 Program   14,881 
TOTAL $115,370 TOTAL $146,835 

Financial Statement from the Wesley Foundation at Iowa State University 
Income  Expense 
Annual Conference $203,996 Staff $195,533 
Annuity & Savings Int. 1,564 Programming 14,455 
Gifts and Contributions 9,600 Building and Grounds 40,739 
Collegiate UMC Support 
  to ISU Wesley    42,024 Office Expense      6,457 
TOTAL $257,184 TOTAL $257,184 
 
Financial Statement from the Wesley Foundation at the University of Iowa 
Income  Expense 
Annual Conference $216,083 Programming $  25,756 
Building Income 110,030 Staff 225,753 
Contributions 8,768 Building 79,552 
Interest and Other      3,684 Administrative     10,772 
TOTAL $338,566 TOTAL $341,833 
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Financial Statement from the Wesley Foundation at the University of Northern Iowa 
Income  Expense 
Annual Conference $161,169 Staff Support $112,110 
Maintenance Reimb. 12,056 Office Expense 5,440 
Miscellaneous Income & 
  Donations 3,718 Administration 4,628 
Grants 2,736 Property 40,948 
Rebuild & Renovate  Rebuild & Ren. Expense 10,154 
  Donations    46,880 Program    39,777 
TOTAL $226,559 TOTAL $213,057 
 
 

B. URBAN MINISTRIES 

1. Churches United of the Quad City Area, Rock Island, Illinois 

Name of board/agency: Churches United of the Quad City Area 
 
Name of person(s) making this report: Anne Wachal, Acting Executive Director 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your board/agency: Ecumenical organization serving greater 
Quad City region. We represent 135 faith communities, uniting Christian churches, honoring their 
diversity and empowering them for service. 
 
Describe the highlights of your board/agency’s ministry activities in 2012: The QC Holiday 
Train rolled into the Quad Cities – this hunger train that circulates all over the U.S. originates out 
of Canada donated $4500 to our hunger program. Our 24 food pantries served over 105,000 
individuals and our three evening meal sites served 32,819 meals. Our Women’s shelter was full 
the entire year and Winnie’s Wishes our resale shop earned $39,000 in revenue to help support 
our shelter (Winnie’s Place). We celebrated a wonderful CROP WALK this year. Dan Steele, who 
is from the Quad Cities lead the walk this year. He is a bronze Olympic medalist from the 2002 
Winter games who won the Olympic medal as the brake man for the 4 Man Bobsled team. He led 
the walk 10 years ago and returned to do it again. 
 
Churches United works with the interfaith community as well on issues too numerous to mention. 
We were given over 1400 items of food and over $7,000 in cash donations from our Muslim 
friends as part of their service during Ramadan. 

If your agency issued grants from apportionment funding in 2012, please list the ministries 
receiving grants and the amount each received: 
Our agency receives granting money from the conference from Matthew 25. We use this money 
to help supply our food pantries and evening meal sites. Our pantries are designed to meet the 
needs and fill the gaps in the community by being open strategically both, mornings and 
afternoons, evenings and weekends. 
 

2. New City Ministries, Waterloo 
 
Agency closed June 1, 2013. 
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INFORMATION REPORTS – NOT REQUIRED BUT REQUESTED 
 

II. RELATED ORGANIZATIONS 
 

A. Colleges 
 

1. Cornell, Mount Vernon 
 
Cornell is grateful for its ongoing partnership with the United Methodist church. College highlights 
include: 
 
• A nearly completed comprehensive strategic plan with a goal of reimagining the liberal arts 

experience, and through that increasing student enrollment by one-third by 2020. 
 
• Cornell’s McLennan Center opened in Chicago with six courses taught on site. 
 
• The Van Etten-Lacey House opened, housing the new Center for the Literary Arts. 
 
• Major renovations and additions to the Thomas Commons and the 1850 Garner President’s 

House are nearly complete. King Chapel will once again be handicap accessible with the 
addition of an elevator now under construction. All projects are paid by gifts to Cornell. 

 
• The 2013 Alternative Spring Break was the largest spring break service initiative in the 

history of the College with seven sites across the country addressing an extraordinary 
spectrum of social justice issues. Cornell ranks 5th nationally among Break Away chapters 
for percentage of students participating. 

 
• For the fourth time in the program’s seven year history, Cornell’s Mock Trial team competed 

in the national championship tournament. 
 
• Cornell College rejoined the Midwest Conference, and its volleyball and women’s basketball 

teams became conference champions and competed in post-tournament play. 
 
• In an event covered nationally and internationally, President Barack Obama spoke on 

campus on October 17, 2012. 
 
• Spiritual Life programming included ongoing assistance to low income immigrants through 

Justice For Our Neighbors (Lovely Lane UMC), interfaith understanding, pastoral care, and 
numerous opportunities for spiritual nurture and religious expression. 

 
2. Iowa Wesleyan 

 
No report received. 

3. Morningside 
 
Morningside College continues to celebrate and encourage its relationship with The United 
Methodist Church. During 2012-13: 

 The Iowa School of Lay Ministry continues to meet on the Morningside College campus. 
 Morningside College is the host site for the Upper Midwest Extension Course of Study 

School in cooperation with Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.  Three classes 
were offered during the Fall semester and three during the Spring semester.  Enrollment 
continues to grow. 

 A six-week United Methodist study group explored their United Methodist roots as they 
read William Willimon’s “Why I Am a United Methodist.”  A small group for our Roman 
Catholic students and others who would like to learn about Catholicism has been 
formed with a local physical therapist and Roman Catholic deacon-in-training leading. 
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 A Morningside College VIM team traveled to York, Nebraska to serve at Epworth Village 
during our Fall Break of 2012.  Another VIM team will travel to New Jersey from June 
29th through July 7th to help with Sandy Recovery. 

 Students are encouraged to participate in the life and ministries of local churches with 
many serving as youth group leaders, Sunday school teachers, music and worship team 
members. 

 Members of the Morningside College community regularly participate in the 
BackPack/Food for Kids program sponsored by the Food Bank of Siouxland. 

 Our Oasis Praise Team provided music leadership at a worship service and enjoyed 
fellowship with residents of the Sioux City Gospel Mission. 

 On-campus lectures by well-known religious scholars have provided additional 
opportunities for learning beyond the classroom. 

 Several students are continuing to discern a call to ministry, even as several alumni are 
already attending seminary. 

 Paul Johnson, from Nigeria is attending Morningside College under a special 
arrangement between the College and the Iowa Annual Conference.  Alena Rojas, from 
Texas is attending Morningside College through a special arrangement with the Lydia 
Patterson Institute (a UM college preparatory school located in El Paso, Texas). 

 
Kathy Martin 
Campus Pastor and Director of Church Relations 
Morningside College 

4. Simpson College 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution: Simpson College 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report: Fritz Wehrenberg, Chaplain 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution: 
Simpson College is an independent, selective, church-related, comprehensive, liberal-arts college 
dedicated to excellence in higher education. 
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
Along with the ongoing ministries – Bible study and prayer groups, 8 weekly service groups, and 
two worship services – that occur throughout the academic year, we developed a Monday 
evening gathering for the spiritual but not religious student: Calm Café’. Averaging 25 students, 
Calm Café’ offered music by students, a student’s spiritual story, and time for conversation at the 
tables for those who gathered. We co-sponsored a Belize Dance Marathon at which $7,000 was 
raised for education high school students in Belize (Annual Tuition cost is $200 per student.) We 
raised $1000 for CropWalk and another $1000 for Women at the Well. Our Spring Break 
Alternative trips (8 to places from Georgia to Winnipeg, Canada, to New Hampshire, and New 
Mexico) raised over $19,000 and have become virtually self-supporting. 
 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
Simpson College welcomes our new chaplain, Mara Bailey, July 1. We are excited about her 
arrival and the promise that if offers as we look to create better church relations. The college also 
welcomes our new President, Jay Simmons, on June 17. It will be a lively time for the college; a 
time for new initiatives with the different skills and experiences that these two people bring to the 
college. 
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5. Rust College 
Holly Springs, Mississippi 

 
Established in 1866 by the Freedmen’s Aid Society of the Methodist Church, on a former slave 
auction site, Rust College reached another milestone in the 2012-2013 academic year – the 147th 
Anniversary of its founding.  This achievement in and of itself is one that alumni, students, faculty, 
staff, and supporters from every arena can be particularly proud.  Rust is the oldest one of 11 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities established after the Civil War by the Methodist 
Church still in existence today serving more than 1,000 students annually from Mississippi, 27 
states and several foreign countries.  Rust’s Mission continues to be in tune with the church’s 
overall philosophy – doing no harm, doing good and staying in love with Jesus Christ as we serve 
the young people who look to Rust as their bridge to a better tomorrow through education. 

Rust College Religious Life is a diverse community providing the administration, faculty, staff and 
students sacred space to be fellow travelers on a journey of faith that leads to transformation of 
the individual and the world. 

The Office of the Chaplain oversees religious life activities, coordinates training for student 
ministers, and provides counseling for administration, faculty, staff, and students.  

Religious life provides opportunities for weekly Sunday school, worship, prayer, bible study and 
small group study to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  The 
entire campus regularly engages mission projects to include HIV/AIDS awareness, Breast Cancer 
Awareness, Healthy Lifestyle challenges that affect obesity, high blood pressure, and heart 
disease. 

Religious Emphasis Week highlights the core values of the College, engages personal reflection 
and growth, encourages interfaith dialogue, and enlightens our corporate journey of faith.   

Informed by Christian tradition, Rust College religious life strives to be an ambassador for Jesus 
Christ to a diverse higher education community.  Grounded in the Wesleyan tradition, religious life 
is the place where “Tomorrow’s Leaders are Students Today.”  Students who will be and do “all 
the good they can, by all the means they can, in all the ways they can, in all the places they can, 
at all the times they can to all the people they can, for as long as they can.” 

Highlights for 2012-2013 year include: 

 Three Rust College Social Work students spent part of their summer in India, Anna Johnson of 
Madison, Mississippi, Dominique Smith of Victoria, Mississippi and Cusi De la Cruz of 
Southaven, Mississippi working at three different homes in Kottayam, assisting children of 
prisoners and troubled youths, as part of their Social Work internship credit.  These students 
were accompanied by Social Work professor Dr. Gemma Beckley, Chair of the Department of 
Social Work at Rust College.  Dr. Beckley spent time researching the effects of incarceration 
on the children of prisoners.  Dr. Beckley returned to India in December 2012 as a keynote 
speaker for the International Conference on Social Protection:  Perspectives and Policies. 

 The Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation will provide a grant of $124,000 to the Rust College 
General Scholarship Fund for 2013-2014. 

 The College ended the 2011-2012 fiscal year with a balanced budget for the 44th consecutive 
year. 

 Rust College received a grant for $145,000 from the Hearin Foundation to support needy 
students seeking financial aid. 

 Rust College expanded its online learning opportunities to include the educational needs of all 
students.  This initiative is specifically targeting non-traditional, off-campus adult learners.  
Registration is open for online courses at Rust College in each of its major divisions:  
Education, Business, Humanities, Science & Mathematics and Social Science.  These classes 
are available for the second module of the semester fall 2012. 



144 2013 IOWA CONFERENCE JOURNAL 
 
 The Rust College Division of Education, under the Leadership of Dr. Leon Howard, chair, 

scored high marks during the Annual Process and Performance Review, which was completed 
in July.  The Teacher Education Report indicated Rust College met all process and 
performance standards, as required by the Mississippi Department of Education. 

 Dr. Kenneth E. Jones has been named Chair of the First Year Experience (FYE)/COPE Center, 
with supervisory responsibility for the office of Student Support Services.  He also has been 
asked to serve as Director of the Quality Enhancement Plan, an aspect of the College’s 
preparation for reaffirmation of accreditation by the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools (SACS). 

 English majors, Naomi Rahn and Joshua Stampley Gardner, participated in the Mid-South 
Undergraduate Research Conference October 12 and 13 at Southern Arkansas University. The 
papers dealt with “Considering the Ethics of Slavery Today” and “The Range of Genealogical 
Materials Available on the Internets.” 

 Rust College Division of Social Sciences Chair and Professor of Political Science, Dr. A. J. 
Stovall, has been named the 2012 Mississippi Humanities Faculty of the Year for Rust College.  
He was nominated by President David L. Beckley and selected by the Mississippi Humanities 
Council, who chooses one faculty member at each higher education institution in the state.  He 
was chosen based on his outstanding accomplishments and contributions to Rust College. 

 Rust College Division of Education Professor, Dr. James E. Herod, and senior Elementary 
Education major Senetria S. Dowsing of Holly Springs, were selected to attend the 2012-13 
Higher Education Appreciation Day – Working for Academic Excellence (HEADWAE) Program 
on February 12, 2013. The HEADWAE award is presented by the Mississippi Association of 
College and Universities. 

 Social Work Program reaffirmed by the Council on Social Work Education. 
 
As you, our friends of the United Methodist Church, continue to uphold your promise of 
educational opportunity established many years ago, we, the members of the Rust College 
family, will uphold the promise made by our founder, Rev. A. C. McDonald in 1866, “to do not 
hothouse work” but will work to build men and women morally, spiritually and academically 
sound.  We are thankful to you for your prayers and financial support.  Without it we would not 
have been able to sustain quality academic programs or offer scholarship assistance to needy 
students.  Again, thank you for your commitment to “our” legacy established 147 years ago.  Your 
continued support is essential as we endeavor to build a stronger legacy for this generation and 
those in years to come who will look to Rust and our great church for higher educational 
opportunities. 
 
The College expresses thanks for the dedication and leadership of the following Trustees from 
the Iowa Conference:  Bishop Julius C. Trimble, Mr. Thomas Brown, and Dr. David Swinton.  
 
David L. Beckley, President 

B. Hospitals and Retirement Homes 

1. UnityPoint Health – Des Moines  

The UnityPoint Health – Des Moines Pastoral Care Department provides pastoral coverage for 
four hospitals 24 hours a day, seven days a week. We respond to traumas, deaths, medical 
emergencies, cardiac alerts and referrals.  We also provide routine coverage on various units with 
daily rounding and integrated participation in programs such as our Powell Chemical Dependency 
Program and the Behavioral Health programs.  Our chaplains are highly involved in our ethics 
programs, research review boards, palliative care teams and numerous other interdisciplinary 
initiatives.  Additionally, our Clinical Pastoral Education program is thriving with nearly twenty 
students a year receiving education as interns and residents. 

2012 and 2013 have been years of transition as our department began strategic planning to meet 
the needs for spiritual and emotional support for patients, families and staff in the changing health 
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care environment.  We are looking forward to how God might use us to support people in crisis, to 
empower healthy religious lives and relational support networks and to facilitate the ministry of 
churches within the health care realm.  This is a very exciting time to be in health care ministry. 

Rev. Eric Johnson, BCC – Manager of Pastoral Care 
 

2. St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center – Sioux City 
 
No report received. 
 

3. St. Luke’s Methodist Hospital – Cedar Rapids 
 
No report received. 

 
4. Friendship Haven, Inc. – Fort Dodge 

 
No report received. 
 

5. Methodist Manor Retirement Community – Storm Lake 
 
No report received. 
 

6. The Meth-Wick Community, Inc. – Cedar Rapids 
 
No report received. 
 

7. WesleyLife – Des Moines 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution: WesleyLife 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report: Kate Westercamp 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution: Guided by Christian 
compassion, we enhance the independence, health and well-being of older adults. Ignited by a 
passion to inspire older adults to live healthy, meaningful lives, we reach out with our ministries 
which include: independent and assisted living, rehabilitation, memory support and services 
including home care, adult day, home-delivered meals, hospice and transportation. 
.  
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
Our promise goes back 66 years—never asking a resident of one of our communities to leave 
their home due to outliving their financial resources by no fault of their own. Through generous 
donors, our Good Samaritan program invested $1.3 million in 2012 to ensure no resident is asked 
to leave their home. 
 
In 2012:  

 661 people got well and went home from one of our communities through a short-term 
rehabilitation stay.  

 2,308 people called one of our communities home.  
 9,400 people received services through our home and community based services to 

enhance their independence, health and well-being.  

In 2012, our home-delivered meal program, WesleyLife Meals on Wheels, delivered 229,186 
meals to 1,575 older adults to fulfill the nutritional needs of older adults in the greater Des Moines 
metro and prevent food deprivation. These warm, home-delivered meals support clients 
remaining independent in their homes. 
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Protected 1,590 community members against influenza with no or reduced-cost vaccines.  
 
Our Wesley Acres community provided more than 9,000 meals to Central Iowa Shelter and 
Services.  
 
More than 300 community members participated in various support groups offered at our 
communities including Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and blind support groups, as well as offering 
more than 30 caregiver support meetings for 99 community members. 

More than 2,100 children or students visited residents and participants to create multi-
generational relationships.  

Throughout our organization, we provided 3,997 hours of hands-on and real-life experience for 
112 future nurses, pharmacists, doctors and wellness professionals.   

Volunteer opportunities totaling 15,928 hours were provided to community members to achieve 
community well-being.  
 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
In April 2013, we celebrated the groundbreaking for The Cottages, an innovative community of 
small households designed to redefine the meaning of home by emphasizing healthy living and 
supporting the independence of older adults in Pella, ultimately improving quality of life for 
residents. The Cottages will be the newest community within Hearthstone—a Ministry of 
WesleyLife. Once the community opens, we will expand our ministry to double the number of 
older adults served as well as the number of team member employed.  

Our home and community based services will expand to include a transportation service to link 
older adults with their active and social lifestyle. 

8. Western Home Communities – Cedar Falls 
 
No report received. 
 

C. Other Organizations 
 

1. Bidwell Riverside – Des Moines 
 
No report received. 
 

2. Church World Service 
 
The Iowa Office of Church World Service is honored to be included in the Annual Conference 
Journal.   

Throughout the past year, Iowa Church World Service has raised over $800,000 thanks to 
thousands of volunteers.  United Methodist congregations are the most generous of all 
denominations in your contributions to the CWS Blankets Plus (+) Program.  You give us more 
than $100,000 in any given year, with most of this coming through the In-Gatherings.   

Clergy and lay members of your congregations also generously contribute of your time and efforts 
in many of our 79 CROP Events.  Most of Iowa’s “events” are CROP Hunger Walks.  A favorite 
story here is the year that First United Methodist Church, Cedar Falls, raised more money than 
First Presbyterian Church, Cedar Falls.  John Wesley subsequently was “shown” on the wall 
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during coffee hour one Sunday at First Presbyterian Church.  A good time was had by all, I was 
told.   

Most of Iowa’s CWS income comes from our CROP Hunger Walks:  $ 500,000 was given in 
2012.  Blankets + raised $167,000.  Additional income was received from individuals, ecumenical 
gifts, and other donations.  

I serve on the In-Gathering Team and attend one of the In-Gatherings on an annual basis.   

Submitted by:  The Rev. Russell J. A. Melby, Iowa Director, Church World Service.  5720 
Urbandale Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50310.  515-274-2224 rmelby@churchworldservice.org   

3. The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and Worship Arts 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution: The Fellowship of United Methodists in Music and 
Worship Arts (FUMMWA) 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report: Rev. Fred Lewis 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution: 
The Fellowship (FUMMWA) has a mission statement that says: “We are Christians called to 
minister through our creative gifts to foster worship which makes disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” The Fellowship exists to assist worship leaders in creating 
meaningful worship experiences that bring people into deeper relationships with God and each 
other.  The members from all across the world value worship arts that lead to spirituality and faith 
formation, as well as relationships that lead to hospitality, fellowship, and Christian 
nurture.  FUMMWA is for ANYONE who loves and wants to support the ministries of the arts in 
local churches. Membership includes church musicians, worship artists, clergy, and laity involved 
in all aspects of worship planning and leadership.  For more information go to: 
 www.UMFellowship.org.  
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
Currently the Iowa Chapter has an inactive status; and yet, several Iowans do attend jurisdictional 
and national convocations. Rev. Fred Lewis (Ames) and Phil Carver (Coralville) serve as contact 
persons for the organization. 
 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
The biennial convocation of FUMMWA will be held July 15-18, 2013, in Pittsburgh, Pa., on July 
15-18. The theme is “Inspiration 2013: Bridging Our Hearts to the World.”  
 

4. Hillcrest Family Services 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution:  Hillcrest Family Services 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report:  Gary L. Gansemer 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution:  To become the premier health 
and education ministry in the Midwest by Forming Promise People. 
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012:  Through thirty different health and 
education programs and through the effort of 430 staff members Hillcrest provided services to 
over 24,000 people in 2012. These clients/ residents/patients came from 66 different counties in 
Iowa and 27 different states. A special emphasis in all of our services is finding a spiritual 
connection for those people served.  
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Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year:  A very special highlight in 2012 
related to our 98 year covenant relationship with IAUMC was the construction of the 200 seat 
Hadley Chapel on our Dubuque Asbury Road Campus. This unique spiritual home utilized 
restored stained glass windows from Trinity United Methodist Church in Cedar Rapids and also 
features a permanent indoor labyrinth. All IAUMC congregations, women’s and men’s groups, 
confirmation classes are invited to come and visit and worship. 
 
In 2012 we also completed the construction on a new special education classroom building, full 
gymnasium, and fitness area. There are seven completed classrooms and support areas and a 
second floor for an additional seven classrooms in the future. This enables us to provide 
specialized educational and recreational programs to the children we serve. 
 
Hillcrest also expanded our adult mental health residential programs through the purchase of a 
60,000 square foot 103 bed facility and seven acres of land from Dubuque County. This facility 
has housed our 23 bed emergency shelter for 12 years and now Hillcrest also operates the 70 
bed adult residential program. 
 

5. Iowa Christian Educator’s Fellowship 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution: 
Iowa Christian Educators Fellowship 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report: 
Suzanne Olberding, President 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution: 
The Iowa CEF is an organization made up of Iowa United Methodist Educators who plan and help 
with the implementation of educational programs and policies throughout the Iowa Annual 
Conference.  We are part of the National C.E.F which is an association for both Christian 
education professionals and volunteers who desire to grow in their ability to foster disciples of 
Jesus Christ among all age groups.  We invite all to connect or re-connect with CEF. 
 
There are cluster group meetings in most of the districts for support, networking, and sharing of 
ideas.  If you work in the area of Christian Education in either a paid or volunteer capacity, 
working with children, youth and/or adults, ordained or clergy, this group is for you.  If you want to 
link with others for support, ideas, and fellowship, please contact Suzanne Olberding, President 
at 712-792-1122 or suziolberding@msn.com. 
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
In October of 2012 we had over 20 people attend the 2012 National C.E.F. conference in Green 
Lake, Wisconsin.  This conference is held every other year and in 2014 it will be in Nashville, TN.  
We also had a fall retreat in Des Moines after we got back from WI to share what we had learned. 

We have also opened three sharing closets.  The Sharing Closets are organized by the Iowa 
UMC CEF and are non-profits that offer a place for cross-sharing of resources and curriculum as 
it relates to Christian Education and Formation.  Any one is welcome to bring resources and 
anyone is welcome to take these free resources too. 

Sharing Closet Locations and Contact People: 
  
 Des Moines Sharing Closet--Christ UMC at 5723 Franklin, Des Moines, IA and is open on 

Tuesdays from 1-3 p.m. Contact person:  Beverly Nolte—(515) 266-4186 
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 Eastern Iowa Sharing Closet—Mechanicsville UMC in Mechanicsville, Iowa and is open 

the 2nd Thursday of the month from 3-5 p.m. or by appointment. Contact person: Pastor 
Barb Krueger—(563) 432-7716 

 Western Iowa Sharing Closet- Carroll First UMC is open by appointment.  Contact person: 
Suzanne Olberding (712) 792-1122 

 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
In 2013 we are looking to have Delia Halverson come and do a Fall Retreat in October.  We are 
also looking to connect with more people and expanding our clusters. 
 

6. PAUMCS 

Name of agency/ministry/institution:  Iowa Chapter of PAUMCS (Professional Association of 
United Methodist Church Secretary’s) 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report:  Deb Blackburn 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution:   
Iowa United Methodist Secretarial Organization shall be organized as a fellowship of church 
secretaries for the purpose of creative growth and support team ministry as a part of the church 
staff. 
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
Our organization has not been very active the last two years.  A survey has been sent out 
and we will take the results of that survey and get some growth and support initiated. 
 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
District Informational meetings for secretaries 

One or two state meetings 

A weekend retreat 
7. Shesler Hall 

 
Name of agency/ministry/institution:  Shesler Hall 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report:  Margaret M. Armstrong 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution:  The purpose of Shesler Hall is 
to provide supportive housing for women with special needs, primarily those with chronic mental 
illness. The Shesler Hall program strives to enable these women to live as independently as 
possible while emphasizing the well-being of the entire person – physical, spiritual, mental and 
emotional.  Perhaps more importantly, however, Shesler is a loving home for these who so 
desperately need our help. 
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012:  During 2011 we continued to 
enhance and refine the Shesler Hall program to address the needs of our changing clientele.  
Mental illness has become more pervasive overall and the severity and complexity of the mental 
health issues our residents face have increased dramatically.  At the same time the services 
other agencies and providers can offer have diminished.  With the implementation of our 
Supplementary Services Program, we have seen significant improvements in the level and quality 
of care at Shesler. But the demands on the time, skills and experience level of our dedicated staff 
have grown significantly as well, far beyond the compensation they are receiving. 
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Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year:  Our goal in the coming year will 
be to seek out and pursue additional program refinements, add to the services we offer, and 
upgrade the staff capabilities needed to accomplish this.  This evolution of the Shesler Hall 
mission will likely require a reformulation of our funding strategy and perhaps some 
enhancements to our mission statement. We are blessed to have the Iowa Conference UMC and 
UMW as our partners in this mission.  
 

8. United Service Credit Union 
 
Name of agency/ministry/institution: 
United Service Credit Union 
 
Name of person(s) preparing this report: 
Michele Barber 
 
Primary purpose/mission of your agency/ministry/institution: 
The credit union was founded on October 11, 1955 by Methodist Ministers of the North Iowa 
Conference. We have members across the U.S. and internationally. Today our membership 
includes; Iowa Health Systems and their affiliates, SouthernCare Hospice,  all members of the 
Methodist, Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian, Episcopal churches including the Iowa Conference 
and all relatives of current members.  
 
The conservative values we were built on continue to be the core values we have today, with a 
basic belief in “people helping people.” 
 
We offer a full range of financial products and services. United Service Credit Union is a not-for-
profit organization.  
 
Describe the highlights of your ministry activities in 2012: 
In 2012 we held small fundraisers and raised $240 for Children’s Miracle Network. 
We approached churches in our immediate area that are eligible for membership, sharing 
information about United Service CU. 
 
Describe highlights of ministry activities in the coming year: 
We will focus on expanding the credit union membership. This year we will focus our fundraising 
efforts on Blank Children’s Hospital. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


