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Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. 
 
Called. Answered. Sent. 
Wesley Theological Seminary has been equipping and sending forth prophetic preachers, teachers, and 
leaders into diverse ministries throughout the church and around the world. Near and far, our alumni point to 
God’s love even as they join the Spirit in making disciples and shaping healthy communities. 

• With more than 410 master’s-level students preparing for leadership in the church and the world, 
Wesley remains one of the largest and most diverse theological schools in North America. 

• The Lewis Center for Church Leadership informs more than 17,000 pastors and lay leaders on 
trends and ideas through its e-newsletter. The center has influenced more than 5,600 church 
leaders through leadership assessments, sexual ethics trainings, and fundraising trainings. 

• The new Institute for Community Engagement is forwarding Wesley’s mission of raising prophetic 
leaders in the public square through classes, partnerships, conferences, and resources. 

 
Wesley Students Are Answering God’s Call 
Wesley provides more than $2 million dollars annually in scholarships to our students thanks to the 
consistent support of alumni, congregations and friends of the seminary. The Ministerial Education Fund and 
conference partners help us equip a broad range of students to serve the church as pastors and leaders. 
These include: 
 
- Two Master of Divinity students who are exploring ordination in the UMC that have created outreach 
opportunities for people who ordinarily would not consider going into a church. Zach Spoerl and Matt Wilke, 
working with three United Methodist Churches and Wesley, have started Pub Theology in downtown D.C., 
drawing spiritual-but-not-religious young adults into Christian community. 
 
- Master of Theological Studies student Jane Adams is working with denominations and congregations on 
issues of poverty and hunger in the U.S. As an intern at the Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood 
Partnerships at the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, she provides tools for building on 
charitable activities such as food pantries and backpack ministries. As a member of a local United Methodist 
congregation, she’s putting her knowledge to work in her local church and neighborhood, too. 
 
Christian leadership must innovate for greater faithfulness and be able to engage the full diversity of 
people within our society even while holding true to the foundations of our faith and tradition. The 
people named above – as well as so many more of our students – exemplify these aims. Read more about 
our students at wesleyseminary.edu/stories.  
 
Mourning the Loss of a Christian Leader 
The Rev. Clementa Pinckney was a Doctor of Ministry student at Wesley in the Leadership Excellence track. 
He was working on a research project on the combined role of pastor and statesman, when his life was taken 
along with eight others at Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, S.C. Rev. Pinckney exemplified the 
spiritually powerful and prophetic leadership that is at the core of our mission.  
 
To ensure Pinckney’s legacy continues, Wesley has established scholarships in his name for Doctor of 
Ministry candidates seeking to empower their congregations, engage their communities, and influence public 
discourse. Additionally, Wesley has developed a Doctor of Ministry track exploring the intersection 
between public life and church leadership. This degree focus amplifies Wesley’s mission and location 
and, we hope, will raise up leaders to continue Pinckney’s legacy. 
https://www.wesleyseminary.edu/doctorofministry/  
 
Seeking Connection 
We are on this journey of faith together. As you follow Jesus Christ, we pray and trust the Spirit will equip you 
to mentor future leaders and to help others identify God’s call to ministry on their lives. Let us know about 
someone you feel has the potential for Christian leadership by emailing us 
admissions@wesleyseminary.edu. And may God’s transformative, creative Spirit lead all of us, as the 
body of Christ, to new and faithful ways of sharing God’s grace and love with all God’s people, for 
the redemption of the world. Learn more at wesleyseminary.edu.  


