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OPENING WORSHIP 
Saturday, June 10, 2017     |     9:00 am 

 

OPENING OF ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2017     Bishop Laurie Haller 

 

VIDEO 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Voice 1   We call upon the power of our Earthly family, and welcome  

    you to this place. The sun’s heat has warmed the earth and  

    will bring us the bounty of the soil, when the harvest time  

    comes. 
 

Voice 2   We call upon the swift justice of the Holy Spirit, and welcome 

    her to this place. May her wind bring fruitfulness and   

    togetherness of our church family, in this season of growth  

    and light. 
 

Voice 3   We call upon the burning love of Jesus, and welcome him to 

    this place. May the shining light of his love illuminate our  

    path in the darkness of night, as the Son has brightened our  

    lives by day. 
 

Voice 4   We call upon the water-like gentleness of God’s awesome  

    power, and welcome ALL to this place. Although the earth  

    may become dry and parched during the long hot weeks of 

    summer, we know that again God’s quenching rains will  

    come and bring with them everlasting life.  
 

ALL 4    We gather to celebrate and rejoice. May our worship show  

    our love and compassion, fill us with abundance, guide us  

    with grace, and fill us with life. As God is above, so we are on 

    earth below. Amen! 

 

SONG       Shout to the North          W&S 3042 

tune: SHOUT TO THE NORTH 
Men of faith rise up and sing 

Of the great and glorious king 

You are strong when you feel weak 

In your brokenness complete 
 

Refrain 

Shout to the north and the south 

Sing to the east and the west 

Jesus is Savior to all 

Lord of heaven and earth 
 

Rise up women of the truth 

Stand and sing to broken hearts 

Who can know the healing pow’r 

Of our awesome King of love Refrain 
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Rise up church with broken wings 

Fill this place with songs again 

Of our God who reigns on high 

By his grace again we’ll fly Refrain 
 

We’ve been through fire 

We’ve been through rain 

We’ve been refined by the pow’r of his name 

We’ve fallen deeper in love with you 

You’ve burned the truth on our lips Refrain 

 

PRAYER 

Band Member Creating God, through our hymns and songs, our prayers and  

   meditations, the joining of our lives in fellowship and holy   

   conferencing, we worship you. Enfold us in your love, and   

   empower our worship that your name might be glorified in this  

   place and in our lives. Amen.      

       

SONG       Come to the Water       Matt Maher 
 

O let all who thirst 

Let them come to the water 

And let all who have nothing 

Let them come to the Lord 

Without money without price 

Why should you pay the price 

Except for the Lord 
 

And let all who seek 

Let them come to the water 

And let all who have nothing 

Let them come to the Lord 

Without money without strife 

Why should you spend our life 

Except for the Lord 
 

And let all who toil 

Let them come to the water 

And let all who are weary 

Let them come to the Lord 

All who labor without rest 

How can your soul find rest 

Except for the Lord 
 

And let all the poor 

Let them come to the water 

And let the ones who are laden 

Let them come to the Lord 

Bring the children without might 

Easy the load and light 

Come to the Lord 
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Come to the Lord 

I will run to you 

I will run to you my Lord 

 

CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 

One   Gracious God, we confess that too often we live as though we are  

   fearful, not faithful. When we encounter the waters of chaos and  

   confusion, we don’t easily pass through them, but we obsess about 

   the height of the water instead of what might be on the other side.  

   You promised to walk through the rivers with us. Help us believe.  

   And help our unbelief. 
 

Another  God said through Isaiah: “Do not fear, I am with you. From the east  

   I’ll bring your children; from the west I’ll gather you in. I’ll say to the  

   north, ‘Give them back!’ and to the south, ‘Don’t detain them.’” 
 

   Be comforted and do not fear, I am with you. I have called you by  

   name, and you are mine. 

 

RENEWAL OF BAPTISM 

Bishop   Good people, in baptism, the promises of God’s infinite grace are  

   signed and sealed to us through baptism. 
 

   We gather at this font to remember that before the world had  

   shape and form, the holy spirit moved over the waters. Out of the  

   deep of those waters, God formed earth to sustain life. In the time  

   of Noah, God washed the earth with a flood, and in the time of  

   Moses and Miriam, God’s people passed through the Red Sea to  

   freedom.  
    

   In time, Jesus was sent through the nurturing water of Mary’s womb  

   and then was baptized by John in the River Jordan. Jesus became  

   living water to a woman at the Samaritan well, washed the feet of  

   his disciples, and sent his followers in all directions, to all nations, to  

   baptize the world.  
    

   Let us pray. Creating God, you have come to us in Jesus, given us  

   new birth by water and the Spirit, and forgiven our shortcomings.  

   Bless us now with the grace we need to fulfill our holy work and  

   purpose.  
 

   Good people, remember your baptism and be thankful!  

 

SONG (reprise)     Shout to the North          W&S 3042 

tune: SHOUT TO THE NORTH 
Shout to the north and the south 

Sing to the east and the west 

Jesus is Savior to all 

Lord of heaven and earth 

 

INTRODUCTION OF THE BISHOP               Rev. Bill Poland 
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SCRIPTURE                      John 15:1-17 NRSV 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. He removes every branch in me 

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 

You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me 

as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 

vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 

do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 

such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father 

is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has 

loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you 

will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. 
 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant 

does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have 

made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose 

me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that 

the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one another. 

 

EPISCOPAL ADDRESS      Are You a Difference Maker?    Bishop Laurie Haller 

 

SONG       Together We Serve           TFWS 2175 

tune: SAN ANSELMO 

Together we serve united by love 

Inviting God’s world to the glorious feast 

We work and we pray through the sorrow and joy 

Extending your love to the last and the least 
 

We seek to become a beacon of hope 

A lamp for the heart and a light for the feet 

We learn year by year to let love shine through 

Until we see Christ in each person we meet 
 

We welcome the scarred the wealthy the poor 

The busy the lonely and all who need care 

We offer a home to those who will come 

Our hands quick to help our hearts ready to dare 
 

Together by grace we witness and work 

Remembering Jesus in whom we grow strong 

Together we serve in Spirit and truth 

Remembering love is the strength of our song   
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SENDING 

Voice 1  May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half-truths, and  

   superficial relationships so that we may live from deep within our  

   hearts. 
 

Voice 2  May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and   

   exploitation of God’s creations so that we may work for justice,  

   freedom, and peace. 
 

Voice 3  May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer pain,  

   rejections, and hunger, so that we may reach out our hands to  

   comfort them and to turn their pain into joy. 
 

Voice 4  And may God bless us with just enough foolishness to believe that  

   we can make a difference in the world, so that we can do what  

   others claim cannot be done: to bring justice and kindness to all  

   our children and all our neighbors who are poor. 
 

ALL 4   May God bless us as we go from this worship into our holy work.  

   May God bless our holy work. May God bless us. Amen. 

 

SONG               Go Make a Difference          Steve Angrisano 
 

Refrain 

Go make a difference 

We can make a difference 

Go make a difference in the world 

Go make a difference 

We can make a difference 

Go make a difference in the world 
 

We are the salt of the earth 

Called to let the people see 

The love of God in you and me 

We are the light of the world 

Not to be hidden but be seen 

Go make a difference in the world Refrain 
 

We are the hands of God 

Reaching out to those in need 

The face of God for all to see 

We are the spirit of hope 

We are the voice of peace 

Go make a difference in the world Refrain 
 

So let your love shine on 

Let it shine for all to see 

Go make a difference in the world 

And the spirit of Christ 

Will be with us as we go 

Go make a difference in the world Refrain 

 

 

 



6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bishop   Bishop Laurie Haller 

Liturgists  Lauren Loonsfoot, Rev. Anna Blaedel, Naomi Sea Young Wittstruck,  

   Rev. LaTonya Calderon, Rev. Angie Loomis, Pastor Thom Bryant,  

   Rev. Alejandro Alfaro-Santiz, Rev. Bill Poland, Rev. Mara Bailey (alt.)  

Worship Team Pastor John Wagner (chair), James D. Walters, Rev. Arnette Pint,  

   Pastor Sam Fisher, Lindsay Drake, Rev. Barb Mittman 


