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Friends,

This spectacular issue of THE REPORTER  offers a comprehensive look back at 

the�2016�session�of�the�Iow
a�Annual�Conference,�profi

les�of�a�member�of�the�

Bishop’s Appointive Cabinet, Conference Secretary, and Advocate for Change 

a Child’s Story .  Bishop Trimble’s “powerful presence” following a tornado and 

the ongoing work of the Midwest Mission Distribution Center are highlighted .  

There’s also a glimpse into the creative world of visual theology .

As you receive this issue the 2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference is set 

to convene .  Two Iowans are among 17 candidates for four bishops to be elected .  

The entire Jurisdictional Conference will be live-streamed on the home page of 

the Iowa Conference website .  We’ll hear the assignments of the continuing and 

newly-elected bishops on Saturday, July 16 and know who our Bishop will be for 

the next four years .  Exciting times ahead!

Thanks for your continued support and interest in THE REPORTER .  

Dr . Art McClanahan 

Director of Communications

{ front*piece }

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
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https://www.facebook.com/IowaAnnualConference
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The North Central 

Jurisdictional Conference 

will be taking place 

from July 13-16, at the 

same time that all of the 

jurisdictional conferences 

around the country will be 

meeting . “The Jurisdictional 

Conference is a time to 

celebrate ministry that takes 

place in our region of the 

country, but also has a primary focus in electing bishops 

for the United Methodist Church,” says Bishop Trimble .

“Our College of Bishops will be changed dramatically 

as we welcome four new bishops,” he says of the nine-

person body . “Four years ago, we had no elections 

of new bishops, and eight years ago, when I was 

elected, there was only one election of a bishop for the 

jurisdiction . So this jurisdictional conference should 

be a lot more interesting, as we have an opportunity to 

hear from some very gifted persons who have offered 

themselves to the episcopacy .”

Election Prayers and Jitters

This can be a time of nervousness and eager 

anticipation for those people who have been endorsed 

by�their�annual�conferences�and�are�waiting�to�find�

out whether or not they’ll be elected . “I think some of 

them are probably thinking, ‘Wow, did I really say yes 

to this?’” laughs Bishop Trimble, who knows the feeling 

well . “I think many of them are deeply prayerful at 

this�time.�I�remember�really�engaging�in�a�significant�

amount of prayer, and hearing from well-wishers, 

persons who were saying ‘I’m praying for you’ .”

He, too, has been doing his part . “All of the active 

bishops and retired bishops in our jurisdiction, we’ve 

been praying for those persons who will be offering 

themselves, because we anticipate this will be a big 

change for the church,” states the bishop . “Anyone who 

offers themselves to this, you recognize that you may 

or you may not be elected as a bishop – and it’s not 

discounting your gifts and graces if you are not elected 

as a bishop .”

Unknown Destinations

The uncertainty that comes with being a candidate for 

bishop is not only about whether or not you are elected . 

It is also about where you will actually be going if you 

are elected . “Bishops are itinerant, as are pastors in the 

United Methodist Church, so when you offer yourself 

to the episcopacy, you are saying ‘I am offering myself, 

not only to be elected as a general superintendent for 

the whole church, but to be assigned to a residential 

area to serve as a bishop of an annual conference or an 

episcopal area,’” says Bishop Trimble .

“I did not know actually until the night before the 

Jurisdictional Conference was over that I would be 

going to Iowa to serve . So those persons who offer 

themselves, they’re aware that if they’re elected they’re 

going to be going to one of the places in the North 

Central Jurisdiction, most likely someplace other than 

where they are currently serving in ministry .”

Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble

NCJ: Celebrating Ministry and Electing Bishops

NCJ: Celebrating Ministry—Continues on Page 21

Click here to listen to the Iowa Conference 
Conversations podcast with Bishop Trimble.

https://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/ncj-celebrating-ministry-and-electing-bi
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2016

By Arthur McClanahan*

The 2016 session of the 

Iowa Annual Conference 

called its communities of 

faith to “Therefore Go and 

Make Disciples .” Meeting 

at the Iowa Events 

Center (Des Moines) 

the 1472 members of 

the Annual Conference 

Session– clergy and lay – 

gathered to worship, renew commitment to mission that 

transforms�the�world,�affirm�the�call�of�young�people�to�

ministry, celebrate the service of retirees, remember the 

dedicated lives of memorialees, appreciate the eight-

year ministry of Bishop Julius Trimble, and commission 

and ordain clergy .

The annual conference began on Friday, June 3, with the 

laity session, led by Conference Lay Leader Margaret 

Borgen and the clergy session, which was presided over 

by Bishop Julius Trimble . In addition to approving the 

essential Disciplinary questions the clergy heard from 

Bishop Thomas Bickerton of the Western Pennsylvania 

Conference . Bishop Bickerton was the spiritual guide for 

the entire conference session . 

Bishop Julius Trimble and First Lady Racelder 

Grandberry-Trimble opened the 2016 Annual 

Conference Session on Saturday morning, June 4, 

with prayer and a message 

centered on hospitality, 

grace and love . Mrs . Trimble 

asked Conference attendees 

to settle themselves, close 

their eyes, and imagine the 

three things that they love . 

“As The United Methodist 

Church, we claim being a 

family of God, “ said Bishop 

Trimble, adding, “We are all 

connected .” Inviting God to transform the conference 

gathering Bishop Trimble declared, “This is your Annual 

Conference .” 

The Rust College acapella choir shared its musical 

giftedness several times during the annual conference 

session, including during the June 4 morning stanza . In 

addition, Dr . David Beckley, Rust College’s president, 

made a special presentation to the Trimbles .

We will all be with the Lord one day, in God’s time, 

was the message of the Service of Gathering and 

Remembrance for the 2016 Annual Conference Session . 

After the service opened with the hymn “Love Divine, 

All Loves Excelling,” Bishop Trimble offered words of 

grace and a prayer of thanksgiving in honor of all those 

from the Iowa Annual Conference who passed this 

year . Central District Superintendent Reverend David 

Weesner delivered the memorial message, opening with 

AC2016: Looking Back, a Summary

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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Scripture from the Gospel of John, that reads, “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled . There is no past no future,” Rev . 

Weesner said, “There is only the eternalness of God .” 

Thirty-three clergy, twenty-seven spouses, and one 

additional person were remembered during the service .  

(See Memorial Service story on page 22)

Margaret Biggs was elected as the interim treasurer for 

the Annual Conference . She presented the 2017 working 

budget, which called for a four percent reduction from 

2016 . Read the Treasurer’s Report .

The 60th anniversary of the ordination of women was 

celebrated as the morning session drew to a close .

Following�moments�of�spiritual�reflection�offered�

by Bishop Bickerton, Bishop Trimble presented his 

Episcopal Address . “God’s love never fails,” he said, 

“never�gives�up,�never�runs�out�on�us.”�“The�first�and�

main business of the Church,” he noted, “is prayer; some 

days that should be our only business .” Bishop Trimble 

concluded by declaring, “We believe in hospitality, 

justice, and mercy .” Read the Episcopal Address .

Rising for a moment of personal privilege Rev . Anna 

Blaedel told the conference, “The Spirit is calling, 

moving, inviting . Be the church . Now . Be the body of 

Christ .” Surrounded by 

colleagues and friends 

she offered a glimpse 

into her life story and 

journey of faith - “I 

have been a United 

Methodist almost 

my entire life . I was 

baptized,�confirmed,�

called, commissioned, 

and ordained into 

this church .” 

After saying “in my language, I am out, queer, partnered 

clergy,” Blaedel acknowledged, “by simply speaking 

this truth to you, aloud, here, I could be brought up on 

charges, face a formal complaint . I could lose my job, 

lose my clergy credentials, lose my space of spiritual 

belonging, of vocational calling, my faith community, my 

faith home .” Citing the fact that The United Methodist 

Church is not of one mind about homosexuality and that 

for LGBTQ persons this is a painful reality she observed, 

“This institution is instilling in me and other LGBTQ 

people some horrible, harmful untruths . That we are 

unloved, and unlovable . That we are unworthy . That 

we are incompatible, disordered, divisive . That at our 

core, at the core of our createdness, there is something 

shameful, sick, sinful .” Addressing language within the 

Book of Discipline, she said, “That, friends, is incompatible 

with Christian teaching .” Challenging the controversial 

paragraph Blaedel added, “Allegiance and adherence 

to unjust laws in incompatible with Christian teaching .” 

Read the story and watch a video of her speech .

Legislative�action�filled�the�remainder�of�the�afternoon.�

In what seemed unprecedented in recent memory, 

virtually all of the legislation from the entire pre-

Conference manual was adopted on the consent 

calendar, without discussion, though a few items were 

lifted�for�clarification�and�further�consideration.�(Click 

here for the legislative wrapup )

Phil Carver and Rev . Lilian Gallo Seagren presented 

the General Conference report, on behalf of the 

delegation . Carver then introduced Rev . Barrie Tritle as 

the delegation-endorsed candidate for the episcopacy . 

Nearly�unanimously�the�conference�members�affirmed�

that endorsement . Subsequently, following a motion 

from�the�floor,�Rev.�Lilian�Gallo�Seagren�was�also�

endorsed . Both will be among those considered for 

election to be a bishop in the church at the 2016 North 

Central Jurisdictional Conference, July 13-16 .

Saturday concluded with a gala celebration of the Iowa 

ministry of Bishop Julius Calvin Trimble and First Lady 

AC2016 Summary—Continues on Page 6

http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/ac2016-treasurers-report-4931548
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/god-s-love-never-fails-never-gives-up-never-runs-out-on-us-thank-you-iowa-annual-conference-episcopal-address-4931574
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/the-spirit-is-calling-moving-inviting-5117464
https://vimeo.com/171830436
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/ac2016-legislative-wrap-up-saturday-june-4-2016-4932488
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/ac2016-legislative-wrap-up-saturday-june-4-2016-4932488
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Racelder Grandberry-

Trimble . Rev . Brenda 

Hobson, chair of the 

Iowa Area Committee on 

the Episcopacy, said of 

the Trimbles, “They are 

relationship-oriented, 

people-based, and 

spirit-lived…they have 

exemplified�this�over�the�

last eight years .” The Rust College Choir offered several 

musical selections, a tribute video highlight the Trimbles 

ministry across Iowa, and President Lallene Rector, of 

Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary commended 

Bishop Trimble for “his love of Jesus,” noting that he “talks 

the talk and takes action .” Watch the Celebration .

The Iowa Annual Conference celebrated 17 individuals 

in their next phase of ministry at Sunday’s Service for the 

Ordering of Ministry during the 2016 Annual Conference 

Session . “Ministry is the work of God, done by the people 

of God,” Bishop Trimble said . “We all share in Christ’s 

ministry of love and service for the redemption of the 

human family and the whole of creation…Therefore, in 

celebration of our common ministry, I call upon all God’s 

people gathered here—remember your baptism and be 

thankful” The Ecumenical Greeting was offered by Dr . 

Rebecca Blair, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian Church 

USA’s Presbytery of East Iowa . “We may speak different 

languages and lead very different lives,” she stated, “But 

the deep waters of life and love and faith and witness 

swell together and surge inexorably pulling us toward 

each other .” Bishop Thomas Bickerton, of the Western 

Pennsylvania Conference and United Methodist leader 

of Imagine No Malaria, offered the Ordering Service 

message . Speaking directly to those who would be 

ordained and commissioned Bishop Bickerton said, “In 

a few moments you will be feeling the weight of many 

hands on your heads during the Laying on of Hands . I pray 

that you feel the feeling in your knees as you kneel and 

surrender your lives to a God that loves you and will direct 

your path .”  Watch the Ordering service .

In her Lay Leader’s 

Address, Margaret 

Borgen said that a 

generous spirit is 

necessary for the church 

to do its work . “Financial 

stewardship is a priority 

for me,” she said, “and 

for the future of the 

church .” Confessing that 

she is sad and angry when the church cannot support 

ministry because there is not enough money, she added, 

“we continue to cut our Conference budget and place the 

burden of fundraising on our programs and ministries 

instead of letting them focus on bringing about the 

Kingdom of God where they serve .” Borgen called on 

the assembly to envision a different reality and think 

once more about their membership vows . “A different 

expectation about giving will create a different reality,” 

she said, “and lead us more fully into our vision .

The afternoon continued with the Retirement Service, 

for which Rev . Deborah Stowers was the preacher . It 

celebrated the service of 38 Iowa Conference clergy . 

She�reminded�the�retirees�that�“God�is�not�finished�with�

you . Actually, praise and glory to God, God will never be 

finished�with�you.�Praise�and�glory�to�God,�God�will�never�

be�finished�with�any�of�us.”�(Read the Retirement story 

on page 24.)

In a departure from previous conference schedules, 

six teaching sessions were offered on Sunday evening, 

ranging from communications, to stewardship, to an 

overview of the Healthy Church Initiative process, 

to Change A Child’s story . In addition, Women at the 

Well-Right Next Door and Spiritual Leadership, Inc ., had 

presentations .

Monday morning began with the service of the Fixing 

of Appointments, in which the names of clergy appoint 

to new faith communities were read by their respective 

superintendents . The six-year superintendency tenure 

AC2016 Summary—
Continued from Page 5

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
https://vimeo.com/169948114
https://vimeo.com/169958438
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/ac2016-lay-leaders-address-4972648
http://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/ac2016-lay-leaders-address-4972648
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of Rev . David Weesner was celebrated as was the 

ministry of Central District Field Outreach Minister, Rev . 

Karen Nelson . Rev . Heecheon Jeon and Naomi Sea Young 

Wittstruck were introduced as the new Central District 

Superintendent and Field Outreach Minister .

In�his�final�Conference�Artist�statement�Rev.�Ted�Lyddon�

Hatten said, “I want to thank you for making room for my 

work, making room for my agenda .” Speaking about this 

year’s work, entitled, “Centering Point,” he said, “When 

you step in, you see a world that is broken in two, down 

the center . You can see both halves at once . You can 

see gold in the center . And lights . 490 lights . 70 times 7 . 

Opportunities to bear witness 

to our brokenness .”  

“You see a chalice that seems 

to beg a question out of us, 

How much grace do you need? 

How much grace does the 

church need? How much grace 

does the world need? What is 

the scale of your grace?”  Read 

the statement .

 
*Arthur McClanahan is the director of 
communications for the Iowa Annual 
Conference

In other Monday, June 6, happenings:
•   The Annual Conference session celebrated Patty LaGree’s 

seven years of service as Conference Secretary . Nitza 
Dovenspike will succeed her in that role .

•   Rev . Barrie Tritle presented the Healthy Conference  
Report

•   Rev . Rebecca Fisher introduced the Ministry Cabinet  
video�featuring�five�emerging�faith�communities

•   One Matters Awards were presented to Carson, Colo, 
Bloomfield�(Des�Moines),�Marion�First,�and�Varina� 
United Methodist churches

•   The Diakonos presented their always-entertaining skit  
and several former Diakonos talked about the importance 
of faith in their lives and their start in service in the church 
through the Diakonos program

•   The 2017 budget was approved, with expenses of  
$14,171, 974, a reduction of $638,643 compared to  
2016 .

Action items approval of Resolution 808, which:
•���Affirmed�the�Council�of�Bishops’�proposed�way�forward,�

endorsed the plan for a special commission on human 
sexuality, and a special General Conference on the themes 
of the global church and human sexuality

•   Called on the Council of Bishops to name a broadly 
representative Commission, intentionally including LGBTQ 
clergy and laity as well as respected leaders from the 
progressive, traditionalist, and orthodox movements

•   Called Iowa United Methodist Congregations to engage 
in active prayer and discussion of the global nature of the 
church and human sexuality, under the guidance of the 
Bishop and District Superintendents

Special Offerings totals: $41,701,58:
•   Clergy Session – Sustentation Fund - $7,450 .00
•   Camperships - $7,244 .40
•   Nigerian Students Scholarship Fund - $5 .515 .79
•   Change A Child’s Story - $3,833 .40
•   Rust College Choir offering - $5,699 .19
•   Diakonos support - $6,988 .89
•   Flint (MI) water assistance - $5,025 .91

Statistical report:
•   Congregations: 771
•   Professing members: 161,343 (2% decrease)
•   Average attendance at all weekly worship services: 49,496 

(4% decrease)
•   Baptisms (ages 0-12): 1,485
•   Baptisms (13 and older): 389
•��Enrolled�in�confirmation�preparation�classes:�1,957
•   Adults in Christian formation groups: 2,222  

(67% increase)
•   In Christian formation groups: 47,355 (2% increase)
•   Average weekly Sunday School attendance: 14,289  

(6% decrease)
•   Engaged in mission: 25,197 (14% increase)
•   Served by community ministries for outreach, justice, and 

mercy: 411,982 (18% increase)
•   Recognized as course of study graduates: 3
•   Commissioned for the work of a deacon: 1
•  Commissioned for the work of an elder: 5
•   Recognized as an associate member: 1
•��Recognized�for�personal�certification:�1
•   Ordained as deacons: 2
• Ordained as elders: 5

THE REPORTER | SUMMER 2016     7
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Rev . David Weesner, the outgoing 

Conference Superintendent for the 

Central District and Dean of the Bishop’s 

Appointive Cabinet, will be concluding 

his six-year term in the cabinet in just a 

few weeks . As he looks ahead towards 

returning to the local church, the 

reverend�reflects�back�on�what�it�was�like�

when�he�first�made�the�transition�from�the�

local church .

Big-Time Commitment
“It certainly was quite a change from 

the local church,” he says of life in the 

Appointive Cabinet . “Just the change 

in rhythm . Whereas in the local church 

everything happens and centers around 

the weekend, in this position mostly 

things center around evenings . And so you 

might be out in local churches six, eight, 

ten evenings in a row .”

It’s a demanding job that requires 

investing a great deal of time in the lives 

of the clergy who are serving the churches 

in the district, in conducting personal 

interviews and consultations, taking part 

in conferences, and ultimately serving 

in the appointive process each spring . 

But Rev . Weesner has found the effort 

rewarding .

“It’s been a joy to get to know people 

at a deeper level . Even in a supervisory 

capacity at times, it’s been a joy . To see 

where their hearts are, to see what really 

moves them, to see what spiritual depth 

they have . That’s been a great blessing,” 

he says . “Sometimes we see people across 

the fence on particular issues, and yet 

I get to see around the corners of the 

fence into where their hearts really are . 

Sometimes I think if everyone could see 

where each other’s hearts are … wow, 

that’s a blessing .”

The time commitment has indeed been 

a challenge, though . “There are a lot of 

meetings, there really are . And you try to 

think, is there a way we could cut down on 

the number of meetings?” the Reverend 

wonders . “The number of meetings and 

traveling taking place, it’s massive, the 

amount of time . But that’s a good thing,” 

he�affirms.�“Those�meetings�are�very�

valuable and the time’s well spent as 

well, focusing on what is the mission of 

the church and how should we best go 

forward .”

A Close-Knit Cabinet
All of that time spent with his fellow 

cabinet members has made the group 

close, and Rev . Weesner admits it will be 

hard leaving them . “In my six years on the 

cabinet, we’ve pretty much stood as one in 

covenant with each other, in and through 

some amazing, amazing work,” he says .

“Before I got on the cabinet, I would be 

in a meeting and I would see people in 

the cabinet wander off to be with each 

other in a corner, and I thought, ‘Why 

are they doing that?’ Then I got on the 

cabinet and I realized, because you’ve 

been working so deeply with each other . 

We really are brothers and sisters with 

each other in a way that sometimes 

transcends our relationships in the local 

church . Hopefully we can value that and 

model that as well . But it’s an amazing 

experience to be that close with seven or 

eight other people that you didn’t choose, 

and you were just brought together, kind 

of like a new family in some ways .”

Being a Superintendent
Reflections on

“To see where 
their hearts 
are, to see 
what really 
moves them, 
to see what 
spiritual depth 
they have. 
That’s been a 
great blessing,”

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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Click here to listen to 
the Iowa Conference 

Conversation 
podcast with Dr. Art 

McClanahan.

Can’t Do It Alone
When�he�first�began�his�term,�Rev.�

Weesner found that the job was full of 

surprises . “I think one of the surprises I 

had was that I couldn’t do it . There was 

no way that I could keep up with the 

workload, and I had to quickly learn – and 

did – to invest in the people around me . 

Our district secretaries, particularly the 

one that I work with here in the Central 

District, Wendy, she’s just absolutely 

amazing . And she keeps me moving 

forward,” he says . “You just can’t do this 

alone .”

He has plenty of praise for his other 

colleagues�as�well.�“Our�field�outreach�

ministers, what a blessing to work closely 

and deeply with this district team . I think 

it surprised me how much I needed them, 

and how capable and how much their work 

meant to the district as well, or to the work 

that we do together .”

Wisdom Gained
Serving on the Appointive Cabinet has 

changed Rev . Weesner in some ways . 

“How am I different now than I was six 

years ago? Well I’m eight years older . I’ve 

joked that this is a job that takes six years 

of your life, but it will cost you eight,” he 

laughs . 

But he has found ways to transform 

the challenges of the job into a growth 

opportunity . “Walking with Christ, walking 

with our brothers and 

sisters who we’re in 

covenant with, staying 

prayed up, and being 

that non-anxious 

presence in the midst 

of all of this anxiety and 

chaos – which just goes 

on and on and on around 

us – I think those things 

are really key, hopefully, to my maturation 

and growth through these six years . I 

think coming out of this I’ll be a little 

wiser . I think I see things a little differently 

than I did before . I’m more willing to let 

people have their own ideas and their own 

thoughts, and I’m okay with that .”

Will his experiences of the Appointive 

Cabinet inform his return to the local 

church? “My hope is that it helps it . Where 

I can take some more things in stride 

that before might’ve caused me pain, or I 

might’ve reacted poorly in a certain way . 

My hope is that I’ll see what the big things 

really are before us,” he says . “I think it will 

pay dividends . But we’ll have to wait and 

play that one out, I guess!”

More Fishing in the Future
There’s no doubt, though, that Rev . 

Weesner does intend to spend more time 

with this family . “We constantly battle 

with�those�issues,�to�find�balance�within�

our own lives and what that means . I love 

my grandchildren and I want to spend time 

with them,” he says . “I want to spend time 

with each of them talking about the stars 

in the sky, and what each constellation 

means in the evening sky . And if I can catch 

some bluegill and some bass with each 

one of them, too, and teach them some of 

the great things about what’s going on in 

nature around them, I think God works in 

those ways as well to help us understand 

ourselves .”

“In my six 
years on the 

cabinet, we’ve 
pretty much 

stood as one in 
covenant with 
each other, in 

and through 
some amazing, 
amazing work,”

http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/its-been-a-joy-says-rev-david-weesner-of-his-years-as-a-superintendent-5032826
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/its-been-a-joy-says-rev-david-weesner-of-his-years-as-a-superintendent-5032826
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/its-been-a-joy-says-rev-david-weesner-of-his-years-as-a-superintendent-5032826
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/its-been-a-joy-says-rev-david-weesner-of-his-years-as-a-superintendent-5032826
http://www.iaumc.org/audiodetail/its-been-a-joy-says-rev-david-weesner-of-his-years-as-a-superintendent-5032826
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 This year’s Iowa Annual Conference has 

concluded, and with it, Patty LaGree’s 

time serving as Conference Secretary . 

It’s�a�position�that�she�first�took�on�seven�

years ago after receiving a phone call . 

“Bishop Palmer called me one day at home 

and asked if I would like to be Conference 

Secretary . I said I would like to consider 

it . I needed to know what some of the 

duties were and the expectations . I looked 

into that, and decided it was something I 

would like to give my energy to .”

What�LaGree�first�learned�about�the�job�

was that it would automatically make 

her a member of the Annual Conference 

Session Planning Committee, the Rules of 

Order Committee, and the Connectional 

Ministries Council . “Those were things 

that I had not been part of before and 

thought might be a very interesting 

insight to the workings of the Annual 

Conference . Less information was shared 

about the actual week-to-week duties . 

But that is something that I learned later 

on, and that’s the part that I’ve really 

enjoyed the most, because I’m a very 

detail-oriented person and there’s a lot 

of detail work connected with being the 

Conference Secretary .”

A Host of Responsibilities

The job does not, as some might think 

from the title, include secretarial duties 

like�answering�phones�or�filing.�Rather�it�is�

more�like�being�an�organizational�officer�

in a business . LaGree would literally sit 

at the right hand of the bishop during 

conference sessions, helping to keep 

things on track and organized, especially 

during legislation .

A really key responsibility that she had 

was ensuring lay involvement in the 

conference . “It is a tenet of the United 

Methodist Church to have equal lay and 

clergy at all of our conference sessions 

at every level,” she explains . “So it’s the 

Conference Secretary’s responsibility to 

enact the rules that are already in place 

in our conference Rules of Order, to be 

sure that we have equal lay and clergy 

at Annual Conference .” She would also 

handle the application process for the 

election of delegates to the Jurisdictional 

Conference every four years . 

Another of LaGree’s major duties was to 

be in charge of the conference journal 

and the pre-conference manual . “I’m 

very fortunate here in Iowa that we have 

conference staff persons that do the 

Patty LaGree
Conference Secretary

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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Click here to listen to 
the Iowa Conference 

Conversation 
podcast with Dr. Art 

McClanahan.

bulk of that work,” she points out . In some 

cases that would include members of her 

staff taking minutes at each session and 

keeping track of motions . But it also meant 

working closely with other staff members 

who�assemble�and�finalize�the�journals�and�

manuals .

“It is a collaboration,” LaGree insists, “and 

that’s been a lot of fun . I’ve been able to 

learn so much from working with people, 

many of whom have had many more years’ 

experience than I had, especially when I 

started .”

Another of the pleasures of being 

Conference Secretary is reaching out to 

friends outside the state . “Our tradition 

is to send greetings to all the episcopal 

leaders across the country who have 

ties to Iowa . That includes bishops who 

have served here formally and bishops 

who have been elected from the Iowa 

Annual Conference .” This year they also 

sent a special greeting to Bishop Thomas 

Bickerton, who was a guest at the Iowa 

Annual Conference . “He was such a 

blessing to us this year, and we want to let 

him know that we will be praying for him 

and his conference as they meet .”

In the Family Business

During her time as Conference Secretary, 

LaGree found out something about her 

family history that made her job all the 

more meaningful: She learned that her 

own great-grandfather, who she knew had 

served as a pastor in Iowa, once held the 

very same conference position as she .

“He served as Conference Secretary in 

the Upper Iowa Conference for seven 

years – from 1919 to 1926 . And exactly 

90 years later, my tenure was from 2009 

to 2016 . That is a very special thing for me 

to have discovered, and very special to my 

family, particularly his granddaughters – 

my mother and her sisters,” says LaGree . 

“Now I didn’t retire after seven years just 

to match his tenure, but it is a wonderful, 

serendipitous thing to have discovered .”

As she ends her time in the role, LaGree 

thinks of the great relationships she has 

formed . “Several years ago, my husband 

and I downsized to a small condominium, 

so I asked if there was space in the 

conference center where I might have a 

desk . I’ve had a cubicle here for I think six 

of my seven years, and that has been a 

delight . It has allowed me to get to know 

persons on the conference staff that I 

otherwise might not have worked with 

directly . It has really given me a home base 

and I think has made the position a little 

more visible than it otherwise might be,” 

she says .

“I will miss the people that I have had the 

privilege to work with .”

“I’ve been able to learn so much  
from working with people,  

many of whom have had  
many more years’ experience  

than I had, especially  
when I started.”

http://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/patty-lagree-looks-back-at-being-confere
http://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/patty-lagree-looks-back-at-being-confere
http://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/patty-lagree-looks-back-at-being-confere
http://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/patty-lagree-looks-back-at-being-confere
http://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/patty-lagree-looks-back-at-being-confere
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While the 2016 Iowa Annual Conference was taking 

place earlier this month, in the north parking lot, just 

across from where the attendees were meeting and 

enjoying fellowship, a big truck from the Midwest 

Mission�Distribution�Center�was�filling�up�with�donations�

for disaster relief .

“We come here to collect disaster response items, so we 

can send them back out to wherever the need is, free of 

charge,” explained Jennie Lowry, who was assisting with 

the donation intake during the conference . After just 

a couple days there, she estimated that it was already 

several hundred pounds full of spiral notebooks, which is 

an item that has been in particular need .

“We�have�also�flood�buckets,�school�bags,�health�kits,�

baby layettes, and baby blankets,” she said, also noting 

that “Any single item for the kit is welcome, or completed 

kits also, of course .”

Located in Chatham, Illinois, the Midwest Mission 

Distribution Center provides supplies to disaster victims 

at�home�and�abroad.�“We’re�now�affiliated�with�UMCOR,�

so we work with them and send them things,” said Jennie . 

MMDC’s location has made it easier to bring quick relief 

to people in the Midwest, such as those affected by the 

floods�in�St.�Louis�last�year.

“Every little bit counts,” said Jennie as another person 

dropped a donation into the truck . Many people coming 

by�were�learning�about�the�MMDC’s�work�for�the�first�

time, while others had volunteered with them previously 

and were anxious to see the organization’s presence at 

the conference .

In those few days, conference attendees were able 

to make a big impact with their donations, but there 

are still plenty of opportunities to help going forward . 

“We have a web page that shows what’s the urgent 

need . If the shelves have been completely emptied of 

flood�buckets�–�like�the�floods�last�fall�–�or�if�health�

kits have to go out overseas to a disaster, then we ask 

for�specifically�those�items�to�come�in.�The�web�page�

is www .MidwestMissionDC .org, and it’s updated very 

frequently,”

She also invited people to go to the website to learn 

about how to volunteer, as MMDC’s operation is truly a 

“hands on” mission experience . That element is a big part 

of why Jennie loves being involved .

“It’s just such a blessing to be out and among these 

volunteer people that are willing to help others,” she said . 

“It makes you feel good to know there’s still good people 

in the world, despite what the news stories tell you .”

Makes a Big Difference
‘Fill the Truck’

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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We Saw You There!
Images from the 2016 Iowa Annual Conference
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If you’ve ever wondered where some 

UMC pastors and bishops get the striking, 

beautiful stoles that they wear as a part 

of their vestments, Needling God may 

well be the answer . Needling God is the 

husband-and-wife team of Ben and Karen 

Carter-Allen, and they had many of their 

stoles and scarves on display at the Iowa 

Annual Conference this year .

In fact, one stole was on display for 

everyone to see when Bishop Elaine 

Stanovsky of the Rocky Mountain and 

Yellowstone Annual Conferences preached . 

Karen was commissioned to design it for 

this purpose, and was sent artwork, colors, 

and a scripture as inspiration . “I designed 

the stole based on the scripture of the angel 

on a stone with the ladies running away,” 

she explained from the Needling God booth 

at the conference .

The design process often involves 

creatively re-using patterns and designs 

that she has utilized in the past in new 

ways . “I’ve done a stole with a tomb and a 

path, with the crosses and the sun . But I 

changed the sun so it’s a sunrise from the 

bottom of the hill . I took that tomb design 

and then put the angel on the stone, and 

then had the women up toward the top .”

Other things that have to be taken into 

consideration in the design of a new 

stole include the height of the person 

who will be wearing the stole, and also 

the fact that they might be speaking 

behind a podium . For the latter reason, it 

is important to make sure enough of the 

design can be seen near the top part of 

the�stole.�Designing�stoles�is�definitely�its�

own unique artform .

Karen’s beginning as a stole designer 

came�during�her�final�semester�in�

seminary when she took a class 

where she learned to make liturgical 

art . “I learned weaving, needlepoint, 

embroidery, applique (which is what I do 

now), machine applique, hand applique . 

I learned all these different techniques . 

And�for�the�final�project,�I�made�a�

needlepoint guitar strap for myself, and 

my�husband’s�first�stole.”

Creates Visual Theology
Needling God

“This is the spots 
where going 

beyond just the 
words, but into 
the colors and 

the textures of 
our faith.”

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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After they graduated, she created 

Needling God using his stole to create 

others . “It had water at the bottom, so 

that’s all the baptism stoles . The hills 

became Psalm 23 stoles . The top was 

flames�coming�down,�and�that�became�

the vine pattern .” And all of that soon 

blossomed into other patterns and stoles .

“A lot of what we do we call visual 

theology,” said her husband Ben . “You talk 

about theology, about the words that you 

use, the stories that you tell . But this is 

the visual stuff, this is the images that you 

see . This is the spots where going beyond 

just the words, but into the colors and the 

textures of our faith .”

A particular challenge in creating visual 

theology came when Needling God was 

commissioned to make a stole for Bishop 

Trimble, which he has since worn for many 

different services . “Bishop Trimble was 

the toughest for words . He said ‘radical 

hospitality of justice,’” explained Karen . 

“What color is radical? What color is 

hospitality? So I created a heart with 

a church inside with the doors open, 

where you can see the altar, and all these 

little people and hands reaching up to 

the heart .” On the other side of Bishop 

Trimble’s stole are more hands of many 

different colors, many of which represent 

Karen’s own friends .

“I look at all different aspects of a person 

when I create a custom stole for them,” 

she said, pointing to a catalogue of her 

designs . “This really thick book now is all 

the custom stoles I’ve done . And there’s 

so many things from cows to tractors to 

hands to sign language .”

Ben noted that, “Many times you wind 

up with somebody who has gone looking 

for that one special image that’s been 

a part of their call story, and they can’t 

find�it�anywhere.�So�they�come�to�us�and�

they say, ‘This is special to me . This story, 

this image story is special to me . I haven’t 

found it anywhere else .’ And we say ‘Oh 

we can draw that!’ And it winds up on a 

stole .”

“If I can draw it, I can create it,” assured 

Karen . “Sometimes I’ve been surprised 

how many different things we’ve done . 

Like this new one is a labyrinth . We  

have different colors . This is a  

rainbow labyrinth .”

Ben explained that they were 

commissioned to do a labyrinth stole, but 

had�a�hard�time�finding�examples�of�other�

labyrinth stoles online for inspiration, 

so he went a step further . “One of the 

most famous labyrinths is from Chartres 

Cathedral in France . So I found a black 

and white image of it, blew it up to a four 

foot diameter size, and cut two six inch 

wide strips right out of the middle of 

it, and that became our pattern . It has 

been phenomenal how much that image 

resonates with people .”

You can see their many 
stole designs and get in 

touch with Karen and 
Ben Carter-Allen online 

at NeedlingGod.com. 

“We’re always looking for new 
ideas from other people and 

hoping to help other people take 
their vision and their call and 

turn it into that visual.”

http://NeedlingGod.com
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The Bishop’s Presence was Powerful
It’s�been�over�five�years�since�the�towns�of�Nemaha�and�
Varina were badly impacted by an April 2011 tornado . 
But Rev . Carl Benge remembers well how a visit from 
Bishop Julius Trimble during that time made a difference 
to those communities . “It showed them that, for one, that 
their bishop cared – that the people in Des Moines cared 
about what had happened to their town .”

Rev . Benge recollects with some amusement how the 
visit began: “We were there at the VFW, and we had a 
little presentation and a prayer, and then we all went 
out to the car, because we were going to follow the 
tornado trail to Nemaha . As we got in the car, Bishop 
Trimble turned to me and he goes, ‘Carl, this is a very 
rare opportunity for you, you get the opportunity to tell 
the Bishop where to go .’ So the whole trip I got to tell the 
Bishop where to turn, where to go . So that’s one of our 
little stories – I got to tell the bishop where to go!”

On that trip with the bishop, they could see a long trail 
of destruction that went for miles . “Lots of downed trees 
and shredded grain bins,” says Rev . Benge, describing the 
scene.�“The�fields�were�almost�like�silver�in�color�from�
all�the�torn�up�grain�bins.�The�corn�was�up�in�the�fields,�
so people that had already planted the corn, they had all 
this debris .”

He notes that many people were unaware of the extent 
of damage that the tornado did to rural communities 
in the area (nearby Mapleton received more news 
coverage, as it was hit right in the middle of the town) . 
Bishop Trimble was struck not only by the scope of 
the damage these towns had suffered, but also by the 
swiftness of the clean-up effort .

“By the time he had arrived, they had already cleaned up 
a lot of Varina, which was only about four days after the 
event,” explains the reverend . “In fact, the town of Varina 
got in trouble with FEMA because they had already 
cleaned up everything before FEMA could get there and 
evaluate it . And, in fact, we were about to start the burn 
pile . They said ‘No, you can’t do that yet! We haven’t 
evaluated it,’” he remembers with a laugh .

The ruin left by the tornado was hard on everyone, but 
the church really stepped up . “The greater community 
of Varina, they got to see the United Methodist Church 

at work,” says Rev . Benge . “The Red Cross showed up 
the�first�day�[and]�stayed�through�most�of�the�week,�
but all the supplies that were received during the week 
came from the United Methodist Church . In fact, when 
the disaster coordinator at that time contacted me, she 
goes ‘What do you need?’ This was like Day 1 . She goes, 
‘I�don’t�suppose�you�need�flood�buckets�yet.’�I�said,�‘No,�
we�don’t�need�flood�buckets,�but�we�need�water.’�The�
town, there was no power, they were without water . By 
that�afternoon,�the�first�truckload�of�bottled�water�had�
arrived .”

More water than they knew what to do with was 
coming in from all around them . “We were distributing 
water to other communities because we had so much 
water coming in . Then we had other materials arriving 
– buckets . And then, over the summer, people came in 
and did repairs and helped out in the community itself . 
In Nemaha, they had a very similar circumstance . They 
didn’t lose power or anything, because the tornado went 
north of the town, but all the local communities and 
schools�came�to�Nemaha�and�did�field�cleaning,”�reports�
Rev . Benge . “They were all in one big long line, and they 
just�moved�through�the�field�picking,�cleaning�up�debris.”

The combination of the bishop’s visit and the UMC’s 
commitment to helping out right away in the wake of 
this disaster won’t soon be forgotten . “Seeing the church 
was there, the communities come together in cross-
denominational boundaries was something else,” says 
Rev . Benge, adding, “The United Methodist Church did 
wonders in that community .” Echoing his earlier story 
about Bishop Trimble, he adds, warmly, “They went 
where they were told to go .”

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
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“What I’m trying to do is work with the task force that 

has been assembled for well over a year . I am helping 

guide them along the way so that together we can reach 

a goal of United Methodists in the state of Iowa reading 

a million hours and also donating a million books to kids 

in poverty,” says Patty Link about her new role as an 

advocate for the Change a Child’s Story program .

Literacy: The Great Equalizer

The initiative is now entering its second year, and it has 

already spurred many Iowa UMCs to donate books and 

volunteer time . But there’s more to it than that . “Change 

a Child’s Story is a bigger picture than just reading,” 

explains Link . “It’s about making connections with kids 

in poverty and having a positive impact on their lives . 

It is also about having a positive impact on the lives of 

United Methodists as they form relationships and give 

gifts in the form of books to kids . All of this will also have 

an impact on the war on poverty and its relationship to 

reading .”

The Poverty-to-Opportunity task force that birthed 

Change�a�Child’s�Story�first�got�the�idea�to�focus�on�

childhood reading as a way of tackling poverty when they 

discovered that a child’s reading level, even just by the 

3rd�grade,�can�ultimately�have�a�significant�impact�on�

whether they are living in poverty later in life .

“Just the sheer number of vocabulary words that kids 

who are read to all the time . The vocabulary that they’re 

exposed to by the time they get to elementary school, as 

opposed to kids in poverty who aren’t exposed to books 

or who haven’t been read to,” says Link, pointing out what 

a positive difference a broad vocabulary can make . “By 

doing this initiative, and by following through on it, we 

narrow that gap between those who have and those who 

have not .”

The Perfect Background

Given her profession, Link felt compelled to get involved 

with Change a Child’s Story through her church right 

away . “I am an elementary school teacher by trade and 

did my master’s degree work in reading, so I tested kids 

for�reading,�tutored�kids�in�reading,�and�saw�firsthand�the�

relationship between those kids who were exposed to 

multiple words and those kids who weren’t, in terms of 

moving along the progression of reading comprehension . 

So�I�was�interested�when�it�first�came�out�last�year�at�

Annual Conference .”

She also spent four and a half years on the Des Moines 

school board, which allowed her to see the connection 

between policy and the kids in the classroom . “That was 

nice, sort of community-wide, to see all of the agencies 

who come together to support those kids along the way .”

In her advocate role for Change a Child’s Story, she 

also�sees�the�benefits�of�agency�collaboration.�“We�met�

with�the�United�Way,�and�they�are�looking�specifically�

for contacts in the faith community, and they don’t 

really have any . They are willing to use us as one of their 

pilots, to give us access to their programming for kids in 

poverty . So we can then take our members and match 

them together with kids and schools in Des Moines, 

Meet Patty Link—
Advocate for Change a Child’s Story

Meet Patty Link—Continues on Page 18
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for example, and then build those relationships as a 

community,” reports Link .

“A lot of this program is not reinventing the wheel . It’s 

kind of a strategic matching game, where we’re looking 

at programs that are already out there and already being 

used – either by public libraries or Kiwanis or Lions 

Clubs,�the�United�Way,�extension�offices�–�and�matching�

our members with those programs to move the needle 

forward on poverty and reading .”

A Surprise Connection

Church members who are getting involved in the 

initiative often start by offering to read to kids, only to 

discover that they are creating real relationships . “I think 

some of those relationships have happened by surprise,” 

Link says . “People in Methodist churches around the 

state have agreed to volunteer to read to kids, and then 

all of a sudden realize they have formed a really strong 

bond and a great relationship with these kids to move 

forward .”

They are also getting to experience the pure joy of seeing 

some children get their very own brand new books for 

the�first�time.�”I�noticed�it�on�a�thank�you�card�that�was�

written to a woman this weekend by some kids at a 

school,” shares Link . “The kids had said they had never 

had a book like that to take home . When they saw the 

books, they said, ‘You mean I get to keep that?’ And so 

kids have had sort of a great surprise in that they get this 

great book, and they weren’t expecting it .”

Getting Involved

For UMC churches and individuals who want to begin 

changing a child’s story themselves, there are a couple of 

ways to get started . “The easiest thing they can do is to 

call the public library or call a school or call a community 

organization and say ‘Do you have any programs that 

involve reading?’” advises Link . “And try to hook up with 

them to sponsor something together .”

You can also get online to learn more about Change a 

Child’s Story or to get directly in touch with someone 

got to www .changeachildsstory .org . If you aren’t 

comfortable reaching out to local organizations yourself, 

Link can help . “I would absolutely make those phone calls 

for you,” she insists . “I will come to your community and 

help you implement that . I will come and explain it . I will 

do any sort of matchmaking that I can to move people to 

an enthusiastic place where they can help .”

Meet Patty Link—Continued from Page 17

On June 21, 2016, Change a Child’s Story Initiative paired up with United Way of Central 
Iowa to host a Literacy Solstice Event. 

From sunrise to sunset on the longest day of the year the United Way hosted events around 
Central Iowa to make literacy kits for kids and to read to kids in the Boys and Girls Club.  

As part of the Bishop’s initiative, United Methodists from across Iowa were asked to 
volunteer to read to students in poverty during the 2016-17 school year. 

In Des Moines, United Methodists were invited to a Literacy Solstice event at George 
Washing Carver Elementary School.

The room was overflowing and about 25 United Methodists from Central Iowa came to 
make the literacy kits and read to kids. Students were from the Boys and Girls Club that is 
housed inside the school. Many of the volunteers at the event will go on to volunteer their 
time this next school year with the Everybody Wins Program who organizes school mentor 
reading programs. 

To learn more about Change a Child’s Story go to www.changeachildsstory.org or 
email Patty Link, Advocate for the Change a Child’s Story Initiative at  
Patty.Link@iaumc.org.

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
http://www.changeachildsstory.org
http://www.changeachildsstory.org
mailto:Patty.Link%40iaumc.org?subject=
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NCJ2016
By Arthur McClanahan

The 2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference of 

The United Methodist Church will convene on July 13 

in Peoria, Illinois .  Gathering together under the theme, 

“Living Together…In Unity…Amid Diversity…for Ministry,” 

the regional assembly is guided by the scriptural words of 

Ephesians 4:1-16 .

In his welcome letter to the delegates host Bishop 

Jonathan�D.�Keaton�identified�the�primary�reason�for�

the 2016 edition of the once-every-four-years meeting .  

“May we dedicate ourselves,” he asks, “to the cause of 

Christ in this election process .”  Four new bishops of the 

church will be elected to succeed the four who are retiring 

– Bishop Michael Coyner (Indiana), Bishop Deborah 

Kiesey (Michigan), Bishop John L . Hopkins, (East Ohio) 

and Bishop Jonathan Keaton (Illinois Great Rivers) .  In all, 

some seventeen endorsed candidates are vying to be their 

successors .

There are two endorsed candidates from Iowa .  Rev . Dr . 

Barrie M . Tritle was endorsed by the delegation and by 

the 2016 Iowa Annual Conference session in June .  Rev . 

Dr.�Lilian�Gallo�Seagren�was�nominated�from�the�floor�and�

also endorsed by the nearly 1500 members of the annual 

conference meeting in Des Moines .

“A Jurisdictional Conference meets every four years, not 

long after Annual Conference,” explains Bishop Julius 

Trimble . “In fact, this is the year of conferencing in United 

Methodism . We had a General Conference in May, and 

our Annual Conference in June, and then we’ll be gathered 

in Peoria, Illinois for the North Central Jurisdictional 

Conference .” He also observed, “The Jurisdictional 

Conference is a time to celebrate ministry that takes place 

in our region of the country .” 

Beyond electing bishops, the Jurisdictional Conference 

also includes election processes that determine who 

will serve on general boards, agencies, and jurisdictional 

committees . While these bodies don’t tend to get as much 

attention, they are very important . For instance, Bishop 

Trimble points out that the Jurisdictional Missions Council 

provides funding and ministry support for projects that 

take place in the jurisdiction and are supported by its 

apportionments . Those jurisdictional dollars might go 

to support anything from disaster relief to racial-ethnic 

ministries . “There are some things we do within the 

jurisdiction that help advance the mission of making 

disciples of Jesus Christ and transforming the world in 

mission, so we’ll celebrate those as well at Jurisdictional 

Conference,” adds the bishop . 

Phil Carver, Southeast Field Outreach Minister and 

Chair of the 2016 delegation, which includes twelve 

clergy, twelve lay members, and an additional six clergy 

and six lay reserve members .  Carver has been to nine 

jurisdictional conferences over a thirty-two year span .  

Having�taken�part�in�his�first�jurisdictional�conference�in�

Duluth, Minnesota back in 1984, Carver is no stranger to 

the process . “I’ve watched bishops serve and retire several 

times over,” he says of the bishops whose elections he has 

participated in .

Carver notes that during that time “Our diversity is 

reflecting�more�and�more�the�changing�demographics�

of our communities and our conferences .  We have 

many more people who are international nominees that 

NCJ2016—Continues on Page 20
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are serving in the central United States, so that has an 

impact on the wide range of gifts and graces that we can 

select from as we’re looking for leadership in our various 

conferences .” 

The 2016 North Central Jurisdictional Conference will 

begin on Wednesday, July 13, at 10 am with the Opening 

Service of Worship featuring the preaching of Bishop 

Jonathan�Keaton.��The�first�ballot�is�sated�for�2:30�pm�that�

afternoon .  “With the number of elections happening,” 

Carver points out, “the process could be time-consuming . 

I’ve participated in some conferences where we’ve had 

a�significant�number�of�ballots�–�40�plus�–�so�it�could�

take quite awhile, but the goal would be that by Friday 

afternoon our elections will be complete .” 

Reflecting�back�on�the�2008�North�Central�Jurisdictional�

Conference, held in Grand Rapids, MI, Bishop Trimble 

observed, “This can be a time of nervousness and eager 

anticipation for those people who have been endorsed 

by�their�annual�conferences�and�are�waiting�to�find�out�

whether or not they’ll be elected . “I think some of them are 

probably thinking, ‘Wow, did I really say yes to this? I think 

many of them are deeply prayerful at this time . I remember 

really�engaging�in�a�significant�amount�of�prayer,�and�

hearing from well-wishers, persons who were saying ‘I’m 

praying for you’ .” 

Balloting continues into Thursday, July 15, in addition 

to the Service of Worship with Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 

preaching .  Bishop Deborah L . Kiesey will present 

the Episcopal Address at 1:30 pm .  A Recognition of 

Retirement service leads to a recess followed by evening 

voting .  The election process will continue as long as 

necessary on Friday, July 15 .

Once all four new bishops are elected the process of 

assigning the nine bishops of the Jurisdiction to their 

respective episcopal areas for the upcoming quadrennium 

(next four years) .  The usual service term in a particular 

area is eight years, though missional reasons may extend 

it to twelve or shorten it to four .  “Bishops are itinerant,” 

notes Bishop Trimble, “as are pastors in The United 

Methodist Church, so when you offer yourself to the 

episcopacy, you are saying ‘I am offering myself, not only 

to be elected as a general superintendent for the whole 

church, but to be assigned to a residential area to serve as 

a bishop of an annual conference or an episcopal area .’” 

“The Jurisdictional Episcopacy Committee that consists of 

two representatives, one lay and one clergy from each of 

the conferences, who then meet together and assign the 

bishops for the next four years,” said Phil Carver . Norma 

Morrison is the Iowa delegation’s lay person designated 

for this task, and Lillian Gallo Seagren (or Katie Dawson, 

in the event that Lillian is elected bishop) is their clergy 

representative . “They are people who are well-versed 

and knowledgeable about the mission and the strategic 

priorities of the Iowa Conference,” says Carver . “So 

they’ll go in with that knowledge and be a part of that 

conversation to help select where each of those bishops 

are�assigned,�in�the�hope�that�they�can�find�a�good�balance�

for the needs of all the various episcopal areas .” 

“I did not know actually until the night before the 

Jurisdictional Conference was over, Bishop Trimble 

remembered, “that I would be going to Iowa to serve . 

So those persons who offer themselves, they’re aware 

that if they’re elected they’re going to be going to one of 

the places in the North Central Jurisdiction, most likely 

someplace other than where they are currently serving in 

ministry .” 

NCJ2016—Continued from Page 19
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It’s About More Than Bishops

Beyond electing bishops, the Jurisdictional Conference 

also includes election processes that determine who 

will serve on general boards, agencies, and jurisdictional 

committees . While these bodies don’t tend to get as 

much attention, they are very important . For instance, 

Bishop Trimble points out that the Jurisdictional 

Missions Council provides funding and ministry support 

for projects that take place in the jurisdiction and are 

supported by its apportionments .

Those jurisdictional dollars might go to support anything 

from disaster relief to racial-ethnic ministries . “There 

are some things we do within the jurisdiction that help 

advance the mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ and 

transforming the world in mission, so we’ll celebrate those 

as well at Jurisdictional Conference,” adds the bishop .

Consecration

Worshipping is of course a big part of conferencing, 

and perhaps more so than usual at this one . “This will 

be�a�significant�jurisdictional�gathering,�because�we’ll�

hear from retiring bishops who will be preaching at our 

worship services,” says Bishop Trimble .

One of the most powerful worship services is the one 

that comes at the very end of Jurisdictional Conference, 

the Consecration Service . The four new bishops having 

been elected by the votes and voices of the delegates 

from all the annual conferences, including those 

representing Iowa, their new colleagues in the College 

of Bishops do a laying on of hands and pray for them . 

Not only do active and retired bishops from their own 

jurisdictions take part, but “we always have a bishop from 

outside of your district to acknowledge the fact that 

you’re part of a global witness,” he notes .

“I think about the Apostolic tradition of the passing on 

of the mantle, the blessing and consecration of bishops, 

which is part of our worship liturgy in the United 

Methodist Church,” he says of this important moment . 

Remembering his own consecration and the hands and 

words of the bishops who blessed him, Bishop Trimble 

says, “I realize that we continue to stand on the shoulders 

of those who have gone before us .”

One of the most powerful worship services is the one that 

comes at the very end of Jurisdictional Conference, the 

Consecration Service . The four new bishops having been 

elected by the votes and voices of the delegates from all 

the annual conferences, including those representing 

Iowa, their new colleagues in the College of Bishops do a 

laying on of hands and pray for them . Active and retired 

bishops from their own jurisdictions take part .

“I think about the Apostolic tradition of the passing on 

of the mantle, the blessing and consecration of bishops, 

which is part of our worship liturgy in the United 

Methodist Church,” Bishop Trimble says of this important 

moment . Remembering his own consecration and the 

hands and words of the bishops who blessed him, he adds, 

“I realize that we continue to stand on the shoulders of 

those who have gone before us .” 

The announcement of the assignments for the nine 

bishops of the North Central Jurisdiction is made near 

the end of the Consecration service and immediately 

following the benediction the bishops meet and are 

greeted by persons from the area where they will serve for 

the next four years .

Notes:  The entire 2016 North Central Jurisdictional 

Conference will be live streamed on the Iowa Conference 

website – www.iaumc.org .  Audio and video reports and 

photo albums of the proceedings will also be posted at: 

www.ncjumc.org.  The Iowa Conference will distribute a 

daily update for each of the four days of the Jurisdictional 

Conference – July 13-16.   

Arthur McClanahan is director of communications for the Iowa 
Conference of The United Methodist Church

NCJ: Celebrating Ministry—Continued from Page 3
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Memorial Service—Not Long
We will all be with the Lord one day, in God’s time, was the 

message of the Service of Gathering and Remembrance 

for the 2016 Annual Conference Session .

After the service opened with the hymn “Love Divine, All 

Loves Excelling,” Bishop Julius Trimble offered words of 

grace and a prayer of thanksgiving in honor of all those 

from the Iowa Annual Conference who passed this year .

Central District Superintendent Reverend David Weesner 

delivered the memorial message, opening with Scripture 

from the Gospel of John, that reads, “Do not let your 

hearts be troubled .”

Rev . Weesner shared a memory of his mother-in-law 

questioning him one day how long she would have to wait 

for her husband to join her in heaven, to which he kidded 

her, “Not long .”

Watch the Memorial Service on Vimeo

This provided the foundation for his message to those 

attending the Annual Conference Session, that God is 

the great I Am, always present, and that everyone will be 

together in his time .

“There is no past no future,” Rev . Weesner said, “there is 

only the eternalness of God .”

His mother-in-law died not long after, of an unexpected 

massive heart attack, promoting him to recall their 

conversation . 

Rev . Weesner recalled, “Not long, I said to myself, not long, 

Lord Jesus,” as the family gathered in her room following 

nine�difficult�days�in�the�ICU,�praying�and�turning�off�her�

machines .

He recounted his father-in-law’s last words to his wife, “I’ll 

be along, maybe sooner than you think .”

Over the next few months his wife’s father managed on 

his own as best he could, Rev . Weesner said, cooking his 

meals, doing his own laundry, before then suddenly being 

diagnosed with cancer and then dying only days later .

“It had not been long, not long at all, and they were all 

together again,” he stated, and his predictive statement to 

his mother-in-law had two 

distinct meanings .

“The�first�is�that�God�is�the�

Eternal Now, in a place 

where time is not measured; 

the second is that our days 

pass before us quickly and 

with uncertainty .”

Rev . Weesner told Conference Session attendees that 

time moves along .

“It does its own thing, and like the psalmist, our lives are 

but�a�moment,”�he�said,�“like�the�flowers�in�the�spring�

garden .”  

He went on to encourage focusing energy on the 

essentials of life, including acts of kindness and grace, 

“therefore not wasting our precious energy on that which 

defeats and brings pain .”

“What we shall be has not been revealed, but we know 

that when God appears we shall resemble God, and be 

with God,” Rev . Weesner recited, continuing, “Soon and 

very soon, we are going to see the King .”

“It rings in my heart,” he said .

Rev . Weesner spoke of the passage in John’s Gospel 

where Christ tells his disciples he will prepare a place for 

them to be with him, and one disciple questioned how 

they could know the place he would be going, and further 

quoted John .

“I�then�imagine�Jesus�with�tear-filled�eyes,”�he�said,�

“holding out his hand in love and speaking the words, “I am 

the way and the truth and the life . No one comes to the 

Father except through me . In a little while, the world will 

no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live you 

also will live .”

Rev . Weesner shared with everyone present how he 

himself came near death two years’ prior not long after 

losing�his�father-in-law.�It�was�a�difficult�couple�of�weeks,�

once involving a crash cart brought to his hospital room 

after blood clots were discovered in his lungs .

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
https://vimeo.com/170018156
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“You’ve never really lived until they’ve called in a crash 

cart for you,” he recalled .

After things had settled, he pondered the future, stating, 

“Looking back, I recognize even more today, I was at a 

cross-road and my life could go either way .”

Rev . Weesner shared the dream he’d had during the 

medical�scare,�finding�himself�in�a�warm�place,�with�grass�

flowing�in�a�gentle�wind�over�a�small�hillside�on�a�beautiful�

early summer day .

He then heard the unmistakable footsteps of his father-in-

law, listing intimate details of his cadence, and how he saw 

his Stetson straw hat coming over the grassy hill .

“And I recognized the path he was taking and my path 

were going to converge just ahead,” Rev . Weesner stated . 

“It was out of my sight, but we were coming together .”

“No doubt in my heart, I recognized Howard’s steps and 

his hat,” he continued, and just as he was going to speak 

to him, a hand touched his shoulder, but it was his wife 

coming back into his hospital room after lunch .

“And I awoke and instantly began to weep,” Rev . Weesner 

said, sharing the vision with his wife, along with the how 

God had spoken to him using her father Howard’s voice .

“And�Howard�had�said�to�me,�‘We�are�fine,�we�are�all�

together, you will be along shortly, just not quite yet,’ 

again,�‘We�are�all�fine,�you�are�not�coming�now,�David,�not�

long, just not yet .”

“Cheryl and I both wept as we recognized what God had 

just accomplished, how God acted on our behalf and how 

blessed we are,” Rev . Weesner continued . 

He explained that his sharing of his story and vision was a 

support and comfort for those present as they grieve the 

passing of loved ones . 

The good news of Jesus Christ is one of new life and 

transformation to become like God in all our ways, he told 

the�faithful,�and�this�life�of�sanctification�begins�with�re-

focusing our lives in Christ . 

“God is alive and active,” Rev . Weesner concluded . “We 

can live with grace as we share grace with each one .”

“We recall the words of Christ,” he continued, “I go to 

prepare a place for you, and will bring you to myself . Do 

not be afraid .”

“Friends there is more,” offered Rev . Weesner .” This life is 

not the end . And we will move forward into the love of the 

Eternal One in the blink of an eye, not quite yet, but not 

long . Amen .”

The Service of Gathering and Remembrance proceeded 

with Bishop Trimble leading the litany for remembering 

saints, and remembrance by name of each who have 

passed this year, followed by benediction and closing 

prayer . 

Clergy 
Remembered:
William E . Ballard
William E . Barrick
Preston C . Brown
Ivan C . Bys
Orris L . Drake
Terri Lin Elder
Denton W . Ericson
Kenneth A . Fineran
Phillip Kirby Gull
Samuel J . Hahn
Paul F . Hasel
Arthur L . Hill
Richard Iles
Harry Imlay
Rex V . Logan
Charlotte A . Mallott
Robert Paul Martin
Eugene L . Miller
William E . Olmsted
David A . Pacholke
William G . Rieckhoff
Carl B . Riggs
Franklin D . Rogers
Leonard L . Root
Virgil L . Scott
Dale�E.�Scritchfield
Charles Sloca
Delbert B . Story
Thelma C . Subramanian
John R . Tisdale
Larry G . Willey
Thomas W . Woodin
George I . Yetter

Also remembered: 
Davis Newcomer
Marjorie Smalley
Arley Ellington

Spouses 
Remembered:
Charles David Anthony
Betty Babcock
Ruth M . Beebout
Darold L . Berg
Delpha Brockmeyer
Virginia Carlson
Alice G . Clements
Dorothy M . Cocke
Hepzibah Daniel
Elaine L . Ericson
Geraldine Fitch
Larry J . Freese
Dorothy Gould
Alice Henline
Lily Kerns
Caroline A . Kurtenbach
Beulah A . Latta
Betty Moore
Dorothy H . Nelson
Ruth Jeisy Paige
Ruth D . Peterson
Irene E . Potter
James H . Rollins
Sara Lee Schoenmaker
Russell Smalley Jr .
Marian Solomon
Marlene K . Willey

Also remembered: Nora 
Lee Lott
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Recognition of Retirement
The service of 38 Iowa Annual Conference clergy members was celebrated at the 2016 

Annual Conference Session Sunday afternoon .

Mount Pleasant First United Methodist Church Pastor Rev . Deborah Stowers gave the 

message, opening by sharing her concern over the legacy she would leave .

“What quality of my life, what deed accomplished could be so profound that anyone 

would care to remember that I ever lived or walked upon this earth?” she asked .

Rev . Stowers told the assembly how she had performed a recent Google search on 

herself, and found something that may indicate she’d had some impact . While this gave 

her some comfort, it does not amount to a true legacy .

“Forming a faithful legacy, a treasure for the future, a stirring testament to God’s 

sustaining grace is, I believe, a lifelong endeavor,” she stated .

“A legacy powerful enough to inspire others is found in a consistency of being, a pattern 

of behavior, and a way of responding to people and to the world that cannot be adopted 

for a time, pursued passionately and devotedly, and then set aside,” Rev . Stowers 

continued . “A legacy forms out of the whole package of life, from birth to death .”

She conceded that those present were likely already aware that vows are not temporary, 

nor can duties be passed on, and further, she said, retirement for the faithful was not of 

the conventional type .

“We who are believers in Jesus as Christ, Messiah and Lord have a spectacular 

retirement plan, the perks of this plan are out of this world, literally, out of this world,” 

said Rev . Stowers . “Our retirement plan is undoubtedly spectacular; but the divine plan 

for retirement does not come in this life .”

The biblical references to retirement are minimal, she told the crowd, 

giving the example of a passage in Numbers on the retirement provisions 

for Levites .

They could retire at age 50, long past the life expectancy of the day, and 

they were still expected to perform arduous, demanding service assisting 

priests and other Levites .

This didn’t offer much in the way of support for retirement in biblical 

context, she said . 

“I did some calculations based on some wild assumptions and data from 

my own pastoral record and arrived at these numbers that speak, even 

if inaccurately, to the magnitude of the work and the ministries of these 

honored retirees,” said Rev . Stowers .

See gallery of images from 
the service—click here

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
http://www.iaumc.org/conferenceaudioarchive
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/albums
http://www.iaumc.org/mobileapp#iac
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iowaconference/sets/72157668969699672/with/26907629493/
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Among the totals; 925 years of service, 51,800 worship services, 

5,550 weddings, 14,245 funerals and 3,885 baptisms .

“Hundreds of thousands of hospital calls, nursing home visits, 

counseling session, church meetings, late nights and early mornings 

and, literally, billions and billions of prayers,” she continued . 

“We who are assembled here today are in awe of your devotion to 

the call of God upon your life,” stated Rev . Stowers . “We praise you 

and thank you for diligence to the United Methodist Church .” 

She told retirees that soon they would be presented with applause 

and�a�“lovely”�frame-able�certificate,�“But�we�cannot�allow�you�to�

ride off into the sunset . We need you .”

They�do�deserve�a�breather,�Rev.�Stowers�affirmed,�but�she�questioned�of�them,�how�

they would continue to serve God, being loyal to the church through their prayers and 

presence, their gifts and service, and their faithful witness to the world .

“If you are to be faithful to these 

your vows, you can’t leave the 

ministry, especially the ministry 

of all believers,” Rev . Stowers 

counseled them . “The substance 

of your legacy is still forming .”

They would still be counted 

upon to encourage the weary, 

share their wisdom, inspire those 

coming behind them and model 

how to serve .

“Again, listen up, we need you,” she said . “We require your assistance . We 

desperately ask you to be members of the great crowd of witnesses that 

surround us .”

Rev . Stowers told the retirees as well that their prayers are essential to the 

denomination, and their ministry was not ready for a conclusion .

“We want you to inspire us by your living legacy of faithfulness,” she said .

“God�is�not�finished�with�you,”�Rev.�Stowers�concluded.�“Actually,�praise�and�

glory�to�God,�God�will�never�be�finished�with�you.�Praise�and�glory�to�God,�

God�will�never�be�finished�with�any�of�us.”

A collection was taken toward the close of the Retirement Service for 

Nigerian students at Morningside and Simpson Colleges .

 “The substance 
of your legacy is 

still forming.”
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Martha Bennett 
I have served as an ordained elder 

in mostly small town churches and 

rural churches . In such settings, 

it has been a joy to me to be able 

to�interact�with�four�and�five�

generations of the same family . In 

my�time�in�a�church,�I�have�officiated�at�weddings�and�

funerals, administered the sacrament of Baptism, visited 

in homes and care centers, and worked with committees 

and boards with several generations of the same families . 

To be a part of the life of a family through all the joys and 

sorrows of life has been a privilege . 

I also treasure my experiences as a mentor to those 

seeking to enter the ministry . I have mentored those 

seeking ordination as both Deacon and Elder, as well 

as acting as a clergy mentor for local pastors and those 

who will become Associate Members . Not everyone who 

started the process was able to complete it . Those were 

difficult�times,�but�a�necessary�part�of�helping�people�

discern their call . 

Some of the most satisfying work for me was done as a 

part of the Board of Ordained Ministry and the District 

Committees on Ministry .

Karen Berg
When God formally called me to 

ministry�as�an�adult,�my�first�reaction�

was complete awe and humility, then 

a consuming JOY .  As a little girl, my 

favorite game was to walk through 

the “jungle”, a grove with thick reeds .  

My pet dogs and cats followed .  As I would come to a village 

after village of natives (pets did double duty), I would share 

all of my favorite Bible stories:  Daniel in the Lion’s Den, 

Noah, etc .  The pets would sit patiently and listen .  At one 

point they would look at each other as if to say ‘here it 

comes’, and then I would baptize them .   

Every�baptism�I’ve�been�blessed�to�officiate�is�special.��

Isaac’s baptism was memorable and an expression of 

how I have felt at the privilege of serving God .  During 

the actual act of baptism, I poured the water on Isaac’s 

head “In the name of the Father .”  Three-month-old Isaac 

giggled .  By the time I said, “In the name of the Holy 

Spirit,” he was in full-blown laughter .    For me, it is a joy to 

be a child of God and joy to serve in His name .

Lewis Flanigan
Thankfulness marks my 23 years of 

ministry in the United Methodist 

Church in Iowa . I’m thankful to and 

for parishioners who practiced love, 

acceptance, and forgiveness . How 

else could they have put up with 

me as we ministered together? Thankful for colleagues 

in ministry who have encouraged and prayed with and 

for me . Thankful for excellent lay leadership in every 

appointment who have provided wise counsel in times 

when I needed it most . Thankful for three Bishops and 

the appointive cabinet who have appointed me to better 

churches than I deserved . I’m thankful for excellent 

musicians in places like Jerome, Cincinnati, Cresco First, 

Cresco Zion, Sydney, Thurman, Riverton, Collins, and 

Colo; who have more than made up for my lack of musical 

ability in guiding our worship . I’m thankful for a wife and 

family who have supported me along the way . Yes, I’m 

thankful for all the opportunities God has given me . As 

I have left every appointment in Iowa, I have reminded 

them of a little ditty we learned in The Salvation Army 

so they might be thankful, as well . “Preachers come and 

preachers go . Praise God from whom all blessings go .”

Pam Flanigan
Reflecting�back�over�ministry�

in Iowa, I feel very grateful for 

the opportunity to minister with 

such amazing people . While each 

appointment was very different 

and some very challenging, God 

has blessed me throughout . I have grown and learned 

many things while I attempted to help others in their 

faith journeys . It is such pleasure to see how some who 

were�confirmands�a�few�years�ago�have�matured�into�

young adults; strong in their faith and for that I am greatly 

honored to have been a small part of their development . 

Retiree Reflections

http://vimeopro.com/iowaannualconference/iowa-conference-united-methodist-church/
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As�I�officially�retire,�I�will�always�be�indebted�to�the�

congregations of Faith United Parish, Geneseo, Mason City 

Grace, Fredericksburg and Williamstown, Emerson and 

Wesley Chapel, Loring, and Collins, Colo, and Kellogg for 

the imprint they have made on my life . I would be remiss 

in not thanking the Bishops and the cabinets which were 

instrumental in placing me where God could use me and in 

being supportive at every juncture throughout my service 

and while I have been on incapacity leave . I am more than 

appreciative to my husband and family who were willing to 

make�sacrifices�along�the�way�so�that�I�might�fulfill�my�calling.

Blaire Frank
I am grateful to the people I served as 

a pastor in Iowa from 1990-2006 .  I 

served charges at New Market/ Maple 

Grove/ Shambaugh/Braddyville and 

Floyd/ West St . Charles and Cedar 

Rapids Trinity UMC’s .

I will always feel honored to have celebrated and grieved 

and�to�have�officiated�at�baptisms,�confirmations,�and�holy�

communions as well as weddings, funerals and memorial 

services as well as to journey with others as a church family 

through the seasons of the year .  I especially loved the 

church dinners and the children’s messages .  I enjoyed a 

gentleman telling me once he got so much more from my 

children’s messages than my sermons since I usually took 

the main point of my sermon for the children’s message!  

I will always love the people I served as well as my 

colleagues and the many people I met along the way .  I 

learned and grew from each of you .  

I now live in Iowa City with my wife, Mary Kirkpatrick .  

We have a beautiful garden, and I give tours .  Thanks and 

abundant love to you all!

Scott Grotewold
I praise God for the people of God in 

the congregations I have served over 

the past forty years—at Winterset and 

Patterson (1977-1982), at Fort Dodge 

First (1982-1987), at the University 

of Northern Iowa Wesley Foundation 

(1987-1992), at Waterloo Kimball Avenue (1992-1994) and, 

for the last twenty-two years, at Ames Collegiate and the 

Wesley Foundation at Iowa State University (1994-2016) .

I give thanks for my grandparents and for the teachers 

who taught and mentored me at Lake Mills Community 

Schools, Simpson College, The Iliff School of Theology, and 

the CPE program at Iowa Methodist Medical Center .  I am 

grateful to the pastors and others with whom I worked 

and have grown close to at each of my ministry settings 

and in a connectional relationship through campus and 

local church ministry .

I am blessed by a wonderful and supportive family: my 

parents, Don and Doris; my spouse, Susan; my sons, Sam 

and Benjamin; my siblings and all their extended families 

and recently, the special blessings of two grandchildren, 

Cash, and Elina .  In retirement, we will settle in Liberty, 

Missouri near our son Ben and his family .

I am made up of bits and pieces of all those who have 

ever touched my life, and I am more because of it .  Accept 

all the bits and pieces as gifts of God with humility and 

wonder and never question and never regret .

Don Hodson 
I was ordained in my home church 

of Plymouth, Iowa, by Bishop 

James S . Thomas . My District 

Superintendent, Rev . Edwin Boulton, 

and former pastor, Rev . Jack Weida, 

were present . A men’s quartet 

from my Colesburg Parish sang an anthem . From that 

time forward, I have served twelve churches in seven 

appointments .

 I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Kathy Hodson for her 

fantastic support of my ministry . She served in the church 

as musician and teacher as well as wise counsel . How 

blessed I have been to have her walk this path with me .

Let me say that the appointment system has been very 

good to me, affording me every opportunity to minister 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ . I was given every 

opportunity to do well . 

While at Pocahontas United Methodist, my longest 

appointment, I did a seven-week exchange with a pastor 

from Tonbridge, England . What a rich experience this was 

for both parishes . 

Retiree Reflections continue on Page 28
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My dream appointment was to Coralville United 

Methodist, which coalesced with our son’s enrollment 

at the University of Iowa . He was active in our church 

for�five�years.�During�these�eight�years,�Kathy�was�able�

to earn her Master’s Degree and employment at the 

University Main Library where she had a distinguished 

career . 

Looking�back,�I�suppose�my�first�love�has�been�preaching.�

I will miss wrestling with the rich texts each week and 

proclaiming God’s good news . 

Finally, there are the hundreds of meaningful 

involvements with the laity . Standing with them in all 

circumstances, from suicide to youth death has been a 

humbling experience . Their faith has many times buoyed 

my own . Thanks be to God for the opportunity to serve . 

Arthur McClanahan
I was ordained as a Deacon by 

New York Conference Bishop W . 

Ralph Ward, Jr . in June 1974 .  More 

than 41 years later, on September 

1, 2015, I “formally retired” 

as an active United Methodist 

clergyperson .  That “formal retirement” isn’t an active 

retirement, though .  I continue to have the privilege 

of being the Director of Communications for the Iowa 

Conference, a position I’ve thoroughly enjoyed now into 

my 12th year, and hope to experience for many more 

years ahead .

After being ordained as an Elder by Bishop Ward, for thirty 

years I was appointed to congregations in the New York 

Conference .  Two years as an associate at St . Paul’s UMC, 

Northport, NY, right out of seminary, then to a two-point 

charge for four years in Putnam Valley, NY . Then 11 years 

in Sayville, NY .  Along the way, our children, Katie, and Chris 

came into our lives with exceeding joy and mysterious 

miracle . Sayville is a wonderful community on the south 

shore of Long Island, and our young family was drawn to 

its sandy beach shoreline . Next, I spent nearly 13 years at 

Fairfield-Grace�UMC�in�Fairfield,�Connecticut,�where�I�was�

blessed with being part of a collaborative team ministry the 

likes of which I haven’t seen anywhere else!

My call to ministry in my home church—Christ Church 

in�Manhattan,�confirmed�an�invitation�I’d�heard�for�

many years from my maternal grandfather —“consider 

the ministry…and tell them The Story .”  The rigorous 

theological education at Duke Divinity School, one 

grounded in parish ministry in several settings, gave me 

an appreciation of rural open country churches, campus 

ministry�in�the�context�of�the�magnificent�Duke�Chapel,�

and urban ministry, expressed in a summer internship at 

my home church on the corner of Park Avenue and 60th 

Street .  And each of those, in separate ways, prepared 

me both for my local church appointments and for the 

connections I’ve had the privilege of making with many 

Iowa Conference congregations .

My wife Diane and I met during our Duke days, and in 

many ways (especially during the basketball season!!) our 

hearts�are�still�grounded�there.��Her�first�career—nursing,�

led to the experience of coordinating the Parish Nurse 

program of St . Vincent’s Medical Center in Bridgeport, 

CT, and then on to Yale Divinity School .  She was Pastor 

of First UMC in Shelton, CT prior to her appointment to 

Trinity UMC in Des Moines, a place where unconditional 

love for all people is lived out every hour of every day—

the model for all of us who lay claim to be followers of 

Jesus Christ!

In an all-too-amazingly short time, I have made my way 

from�“just�beginning”�to�entering�the�final�chapters�of�

my active ministry .  All along the way, I have known that 

I’ve never been alone .  A “great cloud of witnesses” have 

coached me and cared for me .  I know that the Risen 

Christ, “in whom we live and move and have our being” 

has guided me, guarded me, and kept me safe with, as Dr . 

Harold Bosley used to say in each Sunday’s benediction at 

Christ Church,  a “peace that passes all understanding .”

I’ve tried to tell that story .  I’ve tried to live that story .  And 

I will continue to do so!

Neil Montz 
“It was the best of times, it was 

the worst of times,” and so Charles 

Dickens began his classic work A 

Tale of Two Cities . This descriptive 

first�line�aptly�describes�ministry;�

Retiree Reflections continued from Page 27
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the joy of being present at baptisms, celebrations of new 

birth both physical and spiritual and many other times 

of rejoicing with those who rejoice . However, there are 

also moments of daunting trial, times when hell’s forces 

seem to be storming the gate . Solomon wrote that “to 

everything, there is a season, a time for every purpose 

under heaven . A time to weep and a time to laugh . . . a time 

to gain and a time to lose” . And so goes the call to ministry . 

Realizing the immense responsibility of representing God 

and shepherding a congregation and community, it never 

ceases to amaze me that God uses common ordinary folks 

like me to do extraordinary things through His grace . As I 

look back on my years of ministry, I can genuinely say that 

God gets all the credit for any good thing that may have 

resulted during my years of service . I’ve tried to be faithful 

by scattering good seed and providing loving nurture; God 

has brought the increase . All praise goes to Him and my 

Savior Jesus Christ .

Richard Rippert
As�I�reflect�on�my�ministry,�I�go�

back to my years growing up in high 

school and thinking about becoming 

a minister . 

I�remember�coming�to�Greenfield�

in 1979 as a Diaconal Minister serving with Pastor Hohl 

and then the apprehension that I felt as he moved the 

next year . It was through the support and encouragement 

of�a�mentor�in�Pastor�Gilbert�and�the�Greenfield�United�

Methodist Church that I felt God calling and leading me 

into the ordained ministry and went to seminary at UDTS . 

I have appreciated the support, encouragement, guidance, 

and care that the Bishops and the Cabinets have provided 

to my family and me . 

The memories Diane and I have are of the many friends in 

the churches and communities that I have served . 

I am encouraged by these words from Paul, “The 

righteousness that I have comes from knowing the Christ, 

the power of his resurrection . . . It’s not that I have already 

reached this goal or have already been perfected, but I 

pursue it . . . Brothers and sisters, I don’t think I’ve reached 

it . . .The goal I pursue is the prize of God’s upward call in 

Christ Jesus .” (Philippians 3: 10-14, CEB)

Charles Thomas
My ministry in the United Methodist 

Church began in 1987 after a two-

year stint in the Army at the end of 

the Viet Nam war and 12 years of 

farming in Greene County .  Both of 

these previous careers were exercises 

in faith, especially in those times .

My�oldest�son�once�said�that�one�of�the�benefits�of�being�

a minister in the church is that everybody loves and 

respects you .  A few years as a preacher’s kid rid him of 

that delusion .  Never the less, I would follow the call of 

God again without hesitation, because the reward was the 

opportunity to follow Christ in a new way, witness to Him, 

and grow in faith through the Holy Spirit .  

I met wonderful people along the way in the 

congregations and the ministry, and I saw the things 

Christ’s church could do in being a conduit of the Spirit in 

families and communities .  I was blessed to participate in 

the process of the life of these churches and even now as I 

prepare for formal retirement, I know I am not done .  As a 

grateful human being for the gift of undeserved salvation, 

I will follow the call for life .  I thank God for these years 

and for the promise he has assured me through his love, 

the�sacrifice�of�Christ,�and�the�presence�of�the�Holy�Spirit.

Sharon L . Andersen
John R . Battern
Martha R . Bennett
Karen Berg
Judith M . Bunyi
Clark C . Christian
Thomas A . Connors
Robert D . Cook
Emmanuel Dass
Lewis S . Flanigan
Pamela J . Flanigan
Blair S . Frank
Gary L . Fridley
Dennis L . Gilbert
Dwight F . Grosvenor
W . Scott Grotewold
Kenneth J . Hartman, Sr .
Beulah D . Hasler
Donald L . Hodson

Ricky K . Johnson
John A . Keizer
Kevin M . Leveck
Thomas E . Mattson
Arthur L . McClanahan
Randall E . McNeer
Neil Montz
James Newman
Remigio P . Panlaqui
Neva Thorn Perdue
Dawn E .D . Phares
Fred Pilecki
Richard C . Pippert
Linda R . Poore
John Raab
Lane Riggle
Marcia Sangel
Charles W . Thompson
Allen J . Wiese

Thank You and Congratulations!



30     THE REPORTER | SUMMER 2016 Watch | Listen | See | Download the IAUMC Mobile App

News from UMC.org
Mission agency continues transition to Atlanta
For now, it’s a tale of two cities .

As�the�United�Methodist�Board�of�Global�Ministries�finishes�renovation�work�on�its�
new�U.S.�headquarters�in�Atlanta,�its�New�York�offices�will�remain�open�until�the�end�of�
October .

But the continuing trickle of staff members departing from the Interchurch Center at 
475 Riverside Drive — as some move to Atlanta and others retire or take other jobs — is 
reflected�by�the�fact�that�the�agency�has�vacated�most�of�the�14th�floor�there.�That’s�one�
of�several�floors�it�has�occupied�for�decades.�Most�remaining�staff�from�that�floor�have�
been�relocated�to�the�third�and�15th�floors.

Read Story

What draws people to church? Poll has insights
Friends got Jennifer and Ben Bienvenu to visit a United Methodist church . The lessons 
they learned kept the young couple coming back .

“Every time we left Pulaski Heights (United Methodist Church), we always left feeling 
like we had been challenged or we had something to think about into the week,” Jennifer 
Bienvenu said of the Little Rock, Arkansas congregation .

“Those�things�were�important�to�us�—�that�we�weren’t�just�fulfilling�a�routine.”

Read Story

Retired bishop serves memory care unit as chaplain
Some residents of the Bethany memory care unit can’t remember their loved ones’ names, 
much less the unit chaplain’s .  

But when retired United Methodist Bishop Kenneth Carder preaches, they lean in .

“He really captivates them in those worship services,” said Rene Driggers, director of 
memory support for the Heritage at Lowman, the senior community near Columbia, 
South Carolina, that includes Bethany . “They listen . They sing . They do a lot of things they 
haven’t done in a long time .”

Read Story

3 gay pastors among nominees for bishop
Three�openly�gay�pastors�are�candidates�for�episcopal�elections�when�the�five�U.S.�
jurisdictions of The United Methodist Church meet July 13-16 .

The Rev . Karen Oliveto and the Rev . Frank Wulf, both in the Western Jurisdiction, and the 
Rev . David Meredith in the North Central Jurisdiction have been pastors in the church for 
decades . Wulf was a candidate for bishop in 2008, also in the Western Jurisdiction .

All three said they have been wrestling with God’s call to be bishop candidates .

Read Story
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Upcoming Opportunities
Young Preachers Festival and Conference
July 21 - July 22 at Church of the Resurrection, Leawood, KS

The Church of the Resurrection has partnered with the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry to encourage and equip the next generation of leaders for the United 
Methodist�Church.�The�gathering�is�designed�specifically�to�engage�and�empower�young�
people across the country to pursue their call to ministry and to help further inspire and 
develop preaching gifts in those who have already answered that call . 

Community: Relating to People on Macro and Micro Levels
July 28, 2016 at Des Moines Pastoral Counseling Center, 8553 Urbandale Avenue, 
Urbandale, Iowa 50322

This conversation will explore ways to reframe common misconceptions about a universal 
experience: growing older . Participants will discover new ways to express their values, 
creativity and spirituality – in a joyful and supportive community .

Iowa Center Tracks I & II
Track I: July 27-29  Track II: Aug 1-3

Rev . Bill Selby, creator and mentor of the Center for Pastoral Effectiveness of the Rockies 
invites clergy leadership to attend the Iowa Centers in Ankeny - Track I: July 27th-29th or 
(for those who have already attended Track I) Track II: August 1st-3rd .  

Spiritual Formation Academy 
October 24-27 or October 27-30, 2016

Wesley Woods Camp & Retreat Center

“Chaos, Solitude, and Community: Spiritual Practices for Ordinary Christians”

Rev . Tom Albin, dean of The Upper Room Chapel and Ecumenical Relations at The Upper 
Room, Nashville, TN, will be the presenter . Albin says, “My passion is helping people come to 
know and love God in and through Jesus Christ .”

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
RoundUP for 2016
August 4 - 7 in East Ohio .

The line-up of speakers, several from Global Ministries, and workshops is quite wonderful . 
This is an opportunity to learn more and share ideas about how to be in mission the best 
way—by empowering the people we engage with in the US or internationally . 

Mission Discovery ECUADOR Christmas Break
Dec 27, 2016 - Jan 7, 2017

Mission Journey for 10 days after Christmas to work with youth and young adults in Ecuador . 
Sponsored by Ecuadorian Methodist Church . Limited to 8 young adults . 

United Methodist Work Trip to Jalapa, Nicaragua 
February 3 - 16, 2017

The group will work with Interfaith Service to Latin America (ISLA) . This organization helps 
rural communities to have a better life and standard of living through health/medicine, 
education and construction projects . Further information is available from Beverly Nolte, 
beverly .nolte@gmail .com . An orientation is being planned for Sat . Oct . 29, 2016 .

http://youngpreachersfestival.org
http://dmpcc.org/redefining/
http://pastoraleffectiveness.org/thecenter.html
http://www.iaumc.org/spiritualformation
http://umvimncj.org/roundup/
http://umvimncj.org/programs-2/mission-discovery/
http://iaumc-email.brtapp.com/files/tables/emails/1515846/files/NICARAGUA%202017.pdf


Share.Report.

High Tech & Low Tech 

Roll out in Mid-July

Stay tuned to 

Facebook & online at

changeachildsstory.org

Send your awesome stories

to us on the reporting page

to be rolled out by Mid-July

Change a Child’s Story Pledge Card

_______________________ Changing a Child’s Story!

Contact Name __________________________________

Email __________________________________________

Pledge.

In the coming year our 

church pledges to:

_______  Donate _________________  Books

_______  Donate __________________  Hours

For example: your 

church’s avg.

attendance/week

X
20 Books

20 Hours

(Name of Church)

Pledge. Report. Share.
Grants Available for Your Change a Child’s Story Program

This is an easy application and a great way for your congregation to get money to support Change 

a Child’s Story .  With the generous support of David Rubenstein and the Library of Congress, the 

Iowa Center for the Book will recognize an organization that has made an outstanding contribution 

to increasing literacy in Iowa . Literacy organizations may self-nominate or be nominated by others . 

The Iowa Center for the Book will have a panel of judges read the nominations and name an award 

winner . The award will be presented to the winning organization in October at the State Law Library 

of Iowa in Des Moines . The award will be accompanied by a check for $800 to support the work of the 

organization .    http://www .iowacenterforthebook .org/ia-literacy-award/literacy-award

Pledge, Report and Share

1 . Read/Give

2 . Scan the QR Code

3 . Enter your information

4 . Repeat

or Click Here to Report!
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Contact Patty Link at patty .link@iaumc .org
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