
ANNUAL REPORT FROM GARRETT-EVANGELICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
 
In 2016-2017, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary is focusing on the following priorities: 

• Supporting the local church in addressing economic challenges and engaging young adults as active 
members of the church.   

• Furthering our commitment to public theology with the launch of the Garrett-Evanston Children’s 
Defense Fund Freedom Schools Program and the Hispanic and Latino/a Center’s installation of the 
Cátedra Paulo Freire. 

• Re-imagining lifelong learning as a new “Connectional Learning” program that provides opportunities 
to meet learners where they are with the type of education they need when they need it. 

• Engaging faculty scholarship in the design of new courses for a new MDiv curriculum beginning Fall 
2017 and in celebrating faculty publications.  

 
SUPPORTING THE LOCAL CHURCH IN ADDRESSING ECONOMIC CHALLENGES AND ENGAGING YOUNG ADULTS  
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary received two Lilly Endowment awards this fall.  A $750,000 grant 
will support clergy education in theologically informed financial and business practices.  We believe that strong 
leadership in the financial health of a congregation is critical to its vitality. The grant is part of Lilly Endowment’s 
National Initiative to Address Economic Challenges Facing Pastoral Leaders.  To help clergy meet these 
economic challenges, Garrett-Evangelical has created a multi-dimensional program, “Leading Vibrant 
Congregations: A Collaboration of Faith and Finance.” To read more about the program, visit: 
www.garrett.edu/FaithAndFinance. 
 
The $1.5 million grant will assist congregations in launching or mentoring new ministries that will attract young 
adults – a population that congregations today are struggling to reach. The grant is part of Lilly Endowment’s 
newly announced Young Adult Initiative 2016.  With this grant, Garrett-Evangelical becomes one of 12 
innovation hubs around the country helping churches create informed and meaningful ministries for millennials. 
Read more about “Holy Yearnings, Holy Listening, Holy Partnerships: A Peer-to-Peer Young Adult Ministry 
Initiative” at www.garrett.edu/YoungAdultInitiative. 
 
PUBLIC THEOLOGY 
This year, Garrett-Evangelical opened the Children's Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom Schools® program in 
partnership with the Evanston community.  The CDF Freedom School’s program is a six-week, high-quality, 
literacy-rich program free to underserved children proven to curb summer learning loss and help close 
achievement gaps.  Last summer, we had thirty-five children in 4th, 5th, and 6th grade who participated.  These 
scholars were from Evanston’s Fifth Ward, a ward of primarily black and brown people and the only ward in 
Evanston without it’s own elementary school.  The program was a resounding success.  Parents saw their children 
fall in love with reading and excited to go to the school each day.  And, we were excited to learn in January, 
the Garrett-Evanston CDF Freedom Schools Program was approved for summer 2017. 
 
We are driven to increase enrollment of Hispanic and Latina/o students.  Dr. Débora Junker, Assistant Dean of 
Students and Director of the Hispanic Center, has revived the work of the Center including new volunteer 
activities and “lunch and learn” discussions.  In 2016, the Center installed the Cátedra Paulo Freire, which 
promotes educational events, research activities, and the enrichment of dialogue among students, faculty, 
religious leaders, and community members. The Cátedra is a resource for Latino/a communities encouraging 
their engagement and interaction with the realities and contexts of the Latino/a population in the U.S., and at 
the same time enhances relationships with the Garrett-Evangelical community. 
 
CONNECTIONAL LIFELONG LEARNING 
At Garrett-Evangelical, we understand every person has a unique learning path.  Education and training needs 
vary based on the journeys of the career and vocation in which you may find yourself.  Considerations for 
physical location, ability to travel, learning preferences, time, and budget are important when undertaking 
learning, whether for degree purposes or for lifelong learning purposes.  That’s why we designed “Connectional 
Learning” to meet you where you are and to connect you with the education you need when you need it. 
 



Connectional Learning is our language for building an extended learning community that connects: personal 
learning interests with accessible non-degree educational resources; professional development needs for 
knowledge and skills with continuing education units; and diversity of learners to a variety of delivery formats 
(on and off-campus; online; hybrid).  Check our Connectional Learning site often for the latest regional 
offerings, online courses, webinars, and faculty blogs: www.garrett.edu/ConnectionalLearning 
 
FACUTLY SCHOLARSHIP 
In light of all that is happening in the world today and our commitment to put faith into action for the wellbeing 
of all persons and creation, we have redefined the focus, requirements, and targeted outcomes of our Master of 
Divinity degree. The new MDiv curriculum will begin fall 2017.  The faculty has designed a number of new 
courses for this curriculum that prepare leaders for ministry in contemporary cultural and social realities, 
including attention to race, gender, class, and sexuality, as well as the personal and vocational development of 
the student.   
 
We are also pleased to share the following faculty publications that may be of interest to you: 
• Nancy E. Bedford, Georgia Harkness Professor of Applied Theology, Galatians: A Theological Commentary 

on the Bible 
• Wonhee Anne Joh, Associate Professor of Systematic Theology, Critical Theology against US Militarism in 

Asia 
• James L. Papandrea, Associate Professor of Church History: Handed Down: The Catholic Faith of Early 

Christians; Seven Revolutions: How Christianity Changed the World and Can Change It Again; The Earliest 
Christologies: Five Images of Christ in Postapostolic Age 

• Stephen G. Ray, Jr., Neal F. and Ila A. Fisher Professor of Systematic Theology, Awake to the Moment: An 
Introduction to Theology 

• Jack L. Seymour, Professor Emeritus of Religious Education, Teaching Biblical Faith 
• Mark R. Teasdale, E. Stanley Jones Associate Professor of Evangelism, Evangelism for Non-Evangelists 
• Brent P. Waters, Jerre and Mary Joy Stead Professor of Christian Social Ethics: Just Capitalism; Christian 

Moral Theology in the Emerging Technoculture 
• K.K. Yeo, Harry R. Kendall Professor of New Testament: The Trinity Among the Nations: The Doctrine of God 

in the Majority World; The Spirit Over the Earth: Pneumatology in the Majority World 
 
Cordially, 
Lallene J. Rector, President 
 
ABOUT US 
Garrett-Evangelical is the result of the interweaving of three institutions: 

• Garrett Biblical Institute, the first Methodist seminary in the Midwest, was established in 1853 by some 
of the same church people who founded Northwestern University.  

• Chicago Training School, established in 1885, was an important force for women in ministry and for 
developing service agencies throughout Chicago. Chicago Training School merged with Garrett Biblical 
Institute in 1934. 

• Evangelical Theological Seminary, located in Naperville and founded as a seminary of the Evangelical 
Church (later the Evangelical United Brethren) in 1873, joined with Garrett Theological Seminary in 
1974 to form Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

 


