


EXODUS 3:1-14
1Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, 
the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.

2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was 
blazing, yet it was not consumed.

3Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.”



4When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, 
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And 
he said, “Here I am.”

5Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals 
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing 
is holy ground.”

6He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.



7Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of 
my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on 
account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their 
sufferings, 8and I have come down to deliver them from 
the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a 
good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have 
also seen how the Egyptians oppress them.



10So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my 
people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go 
to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

12He said, “I will be with you; and this shall be the 
sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 
brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship 
God on this mountain.” 



13But Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites 
and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent 
me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 
what shall I say to them?”

14God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” He said 
further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I am 
has sent me to you.’”



QUESTIONS
1. What would you do if a burning bush 
(or any inanimate object) began speaking 
to you as God?

2. Do you think God wants to talk to us and 
tries to? What makes you say this? 

3. How does this story about God and Moses 
connect with Jesus?



QUESTIONS
4. Why was knowing God’s name so 
important to Moses? What’s significant 
about God’s name in Exodus 3:14?

5. Do you think we learn more about God 
from this cryptic answer than we would 
have learned if the answer had just been 
“God”? Why?” What is the difference 
between these two types of answers?



QUESTIONS
6. Based on the example of Moses, what 
can we learn today about carrying out 
tough assignments from God?

7. What does the statement, “We are not just 
made by God, we are made out of God,” 
say to you?



CLOSING LITANY: 
Knowing the Great “I Am”

One:	Just	as	God	spoke	to	Moses,	God	wants	to	speak	to	us.	Let	us	
open	our	hearts	to	God	who	wants	to	be	known	and	who	says,	

All:	“I	am	who	I	am.”	

One:	When	life	pressures	us	to	care	more	for	things	than	for	God,	
remember	that	Jesus	said,	

All:	“I	am	the	Bread	of	Life.	Come	to	me	and	never	be	hungry.”



One:	When	we	feel	puzzled	about	which	choices	are	right,	we	can	
ask	for	guidance	from	the	one	who	said,	

All:	“I	am	the	Light	of	the	World.”	

One:	When	we	feel	vulnerable	and	lost,	we	can	find	comfort	in	
knowing	that	we	are	continuously	being	sought	by	the	one	who	said,	

All:	“I	am	the	Good	Shepherd.	Come	to	me.”



One:	When	we	feel	powerless	and	weary,	we	can	find	power	offered	
to	us	by	the	one	who	said,	

All:	“I	am	the	True	Vine.	Abide	in	me.”	

One:	When	we	wonder	who’s	in	and	who’s	out	with	God,	we	can	
find	reassurance	in	the	grace	embodied	in	Jesus	who	welcomed	all,	
saying,	



All:	“I	am	the	Way.	Follow	me.”	

One:	When	we	face	loss	and	pain,	we	can	find	hope	in	the	one	who	
promised	us	renewed	and	abundant	life,	saying,	

All:	“I	am	the	Resurrection	and	the	Life.	Live	in	me.”	




